August 25, 2026

Hello Beloved,

Public school started yesterday. Teachers and staff have been working hard to prepare classrooms and lessons
for the upcoming school year. First day pictures fill Facebook and cameras on cell phones. Many elementary
students can’t wait to meet teachers and new friends. Junior and senior high school students connect with
friends and dream of their future careers and lives. All who start school are excited to start a new grade with a
bit of nervousness.

Do you remember your days at school? What about your first day of school many years ago? Can you name
your teachers? What subject was your favorite? Who was your friend? Did you have many friends or a few
close ones?

A nervous young boy sat in the front seat of the car, staring out the window with wide, worried eyes as his
father pulled up to the big elementary school building. “What’s wrong?” his dad asked, glancing over. The boy
swallowed hard and asked in a shaky voice, “How long do | have to go to school for?” “Until you’re 18,” his dad
replied with a reassuring smile. The boy nodded quietly, processing the massive chunk of his life he had just
been handed. They walked up to the front entrance, surrounded by shouting kids and ringing bells. Right
before stepping inside, the boy tugged gently on his father’s sleeve. “Daddy, can you please give my puppy a
big hug for me?” he whispered “You can hug him when you get home, son,” his dad said. “Well...can you
please give mommy a big hug for me?” “Son,” his dad said, gently putting a hand on his shoulder, “you can hug
her when you get home, too. Don’t worry so much, you’ll be fine. Go on now.” The boy nodded, wiping a
stray tear from his nose. He took two steps toward the door, stopped, and turned back with a quivering lip.
“Daddy?” “Yes?” “You’ll remember to come get me when I’'m 18, won’t you?”

Anxiety, nervousness, or just plain being unsure is definitely the feeling for the first day of school. And, for
those of us who are no longer going to school but do experience new things or new beginnings. So, we need
to seek scripture to give us peace, calm, and strength...remember from Joshua 1:9 /’'ve commanded you to be
brave and strong, haven’t I? Don’t be alarmed or terrified, because the Lord your God is with you wherever you
go. And Philippians 4:13 I can endure all these things through the power of the one who gives me strength.

May your new year this fall be filled with strength, grace, and love.
In Christ’s love,

Pastor Cindy



