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“The Divine creates me new in each moment, sustaining the perfect thought of me. I am 
innocent, pure and free, in God eyes, and that is today, the me I choose to see.” I am not 
sure who said this but I have it on my bulletin board. Each time I read these words I am 
reminded of how God sees me and it encourages and gives me strength. It also reminds 
me of how God views not just me but every person. 
 
With all of the unrest in the world it can be difficult to view others as God does. We all have 
opinions about different faiths, different races, different sexual orientation yet each person 
is created new each day by the Divine. There are even some days when it is hard to see our 
own family members as innocent, pure and free in God’s eyes. Yet it is on those and all 
days we remember that the sacrifice God made in coming to earth as a human was done for 
each of us. 
 
We spend this month in one of the most holy times of our Christian faith, the Season of 
Lent. It is during the 40 days of Lent that some give up something important or special in 
order to be in solidarity with Christ’s sacrifice or some add something holy to honor the 
gifts of God.  However, you decide to recognize the Lenten season let it glorify all of God’s 
creation. 
 
One activity you can add during the 40 days of Lent is to pray for each other.  Grab one of our 
new directories and pray for each person included.  [If you do not have a directory yet, ask about 
it on Sunday morning or at Wonderful Wednesday.]  Pray for those who view Spirit Lake United 
Methodist Church as their church yet are not included in the directory.  Pray for your neighbors 
who live around you in your neighborhood. Pray for your family.  Pray for the people of this world.  
Pray for people you do not get along with.  Pray for people you would consider your enemy.  
And, remember to pray for yourself because “the Divine creates me new in each moment, 
sustaining the perfect thought of me. I am innocent, pure and free, in God eyes, and that is 
today, the me I choose to see.”    
 
May your Lenten journey be filled with renewal, revival, and the abundant love that God gives to 
each of us.  

 
I hold each of you in my thoughts and prayers. 
 
In Christ’s love, 
Pastor Cindy 



As we prepare our hearts for the 
joy of Easter morning, we invite 
you to help beautify our worship 
space by purchasing an Easter lily 
in honor or in memory of someone 
special. 
 

The Easter lily has long been a 
symbol of the resurrection of 
Jesus Christ. Reminding us of 

new life, hope, and the promise of renewal that 
Easter brings. Each bloom proclaims the good 
news of Easter: Christ is risen! 
 

You are invited to dedicate a lily as a meaningful 
way to remember a loved one, celebrate someone 
who has impacted your faith journey, or give 
thanks for God’s blessings in your life. 
 

Easter lilies are $20 each. 
 

If you would like to purchase a lily, the sign-up 
sheet is located in the narthex welcome area. Sign 
up by March 25. 
 

Following the Easter service, you are welcome 
to take your lily home to continue enjoying this 
beautiful reminder of resurrection hope. 
 
Thank you for helping us celebrate Easter with 

beauty, remembrance, and joy. 

PALMS & POTLUCK 
PALM SUNDAY 

March 29 
 
One Combined Worship Service 

9:30 AM  
Followed by Easter Egg Hunt for 

the Kids and then, 
All-Church Brunch Potluck 
Bring your favorite brunch 

item to share.  
 

March 29 Palm Sunday  
Combined Worship at 9:30 AM 

Followed by Church Brunch Potluck 
 

April 2 Holy Thursday 
Worship Service at 6:30 PM 

 

April 3 Good Friday 
Worship Service at 6:30 PM 

 

April 5 Easter Sunday 

Traditional Worship at 8:30 AM 

Worship at the Rock 10:30 AM 

Daylight Savings Time begins ... 

Sunday 

March 8 



Join us for our 
Women’s Bible 
Study Finding 
Jesus in the 

Psalms 
A Lenten 
Journey  
We meet 

Thursdays at 
2:00PM 

SAVE THE DATE 

VBS 2026 **** JUNE 1 - 4 **** 9 AM - 1 PM 
Rainforest Falls - Exploring the Nature of God 

The summer event that will guide kids in exploring the 
nature of God! We will root kids in the fertile truth of 

meaningful, life-changing characteristics of God—their 
loving Creator who know them and will love them 

forever.  

Expect of week of faith discoveries, memorable music, and epic 
adventures that help kids grow in faith! 

Kids age 3 to 4th Grade 

{Older youth (having completed Grade 5 and older) 
can be helpers and Jr. Crew Leaders} 

Station leaders and helpers and crew leaders are needed! 
Contact Tammy if you are available to help! 

REGISTRATION COMING SOON! 

Bibles & Brews – A Bible Study with a Twist! 
March 12 & 26  at 6:00 PM 

Looking for a casual, welcoming space to connect with others and grow in 
faith? Bibles & Brews might be just what you’re looking for! 

We meet on the second and fourth Thursdays of each month at Okoboji 
Brewing Company (OBC). 

This group offers a relaxed atmosphere where you can enjoy great 
conversation, fellowship, and prayer while diving into meaningful, 
standalone faith topics. OBC offers a variety of alcoholic and non-

alcoholic beverages. It doesn’t matter what you order to drink—it’s all 
about good company and authentic discussion. 

Come as you are and bring a friend! We’d love to have you join us for a 
time of faith, fun, and community. 

THANK YOU FOR SUPPORTING THE ADOPT-A-DAY PROGRAM 
IN JANUARY & FEBRUARY! 

1/3 - Larry & Lois Shaffer in honor of Larry’s Mom, Norma 
1/11 - Marlin & Lola Kness in honor of Lola’s Birthday 
2/19 - Larry & Lois Shaffer in honor of Larry’s Birthday 

2/22 - Stan & Colleen Lemkuil in honor of Colleen’s Birthday 
2/24 - Dave & Jeri Kitzinger in honor of son, Jon’s Birthday 

 

The Adopt-A-Day program is a  meaningful way to support the church while honoring 
or remembering someone special or a special event. Or perhaps sponsoring a day 

designated to the cost of snow removal. We ask participants to make a donation to the 
church equivalent to the approximate cost of one day’s utilities—about $75 per day.   

  Thank you for helping us keep the lights on and the ministries moving forward! 



Church 
Directories 
Are Ready! 

 
Our new 

church directories are finished! If 
you haven’t received your copy yet, 

and had your photo and/or 
information included, you can pick 

them up on Sunday mornings or 
stop by the church office to pick up 

your copy. 
 

A big thank you to everyone who 
helped with the planning, 

organizing, and hard work that 
made these directories possible! 

Our weather policy: 

If the school closes on a Wednesday, our activities for that day are cancelled.  
For Sunday worship, we will email cancellations of the 8:30 service around 7 
p.m. Saturday night.  These will also be on KUOO, Explore Okoboji, and sent 

via text (if we have your current cell phone number.)  

10:30 worship:  check your email and cell phone before coming on Sunday. 

Help Send Our Kids to Church Camp! 
 

Each summer, children and youth from our church have the opportunity to grow in faith, build 
friendships, and experience God in powerful ways at Lake Okoboji 

United Methodist Camp. Church camp is often a life-changing 
experience — a place where kids deepen their relationship with God, 

gain confidence, and create memories that last a lifetime. 
 

The cost to attend camp varies depending on the program, ranging 
from $90 for day camp (ages 4–6), $130–$200 per person for family camps, and up to $660 per 

child for a weeklong camp experience. 
 

For several years now, our church has been able to cover the full cost for children and youth 
involved in our ministries to attend camp. This has only been possible because of the faithful 

generosity of members and friends of our congregation. 
 

As we prepare for another summer, we invite you to prayerfully consider how you might 
contribute so we can continue offering this incredible opportunity to our kids. 

 

Thank you for your continued and extravagant generosity, and for investing in the faith journeys 
of the next generation. 

 

If you have questions about registering your child for camp, please talk to Tammy! 

YOUTH GROUP  
 

Wednesday March 4 - 
Younique Study and 
Fellowship at the Church 
6:15 Middle School  
7:30 High School 
 

Wednesday March 11 - Making Easter 
Blessing Gifts at the Church 
6:15 Middle School 7:30 High School 
 

Sunday March 15 - Youth Community 
Outreach at Spirit Lake UM Camp 
“Chopped” Grades 5-12   5:30 - 8:00 PM 
 

Wednesday March 18 - Assembly of Easter 
Eggs for the Easter Egg Hunt 
6:15 Middle School  7:30 High School 
 

Wednesday March 25 - Help with S.W.I.M. 
building CPUs  
6:30 Middle & High School 



 

THE MIDDLE AND HIGH SCHOOL YOUTH GROUPS ARE 

HOSTING AN EASTER EGG HUNT FOR OUR YOUNGER 

CHILDREN ON PALM SUNDAY, MARCH 29, FOLLOWING 

OUR COMBINED WORSHIP SERVICE. 

Please bring donations of small individually wrapped candy to fill 

the Easter eggs for the children’s Easter Egg Hunt. Candy 

donations will be accepted through March 18th at 5:30 PM. Bring 

to the church on Sundays, Wonderful Wednesdays or  the church 

office during office hours: 9 AM - 3 PM Monday - Thursday. 

FILL YOUR CUP & FILL 
THEIR TUMMIES! 

During the month of March, 
our Missions Team is holding a 

special collection drive to 
support the Backpack Program.  

We are collecting individual cups of all kinds, including 
pudding cups, fruit cups, soup cups, mac & cheese 
cups, and similar easy-to-prepare items. Our goal is 

240 of each item, which will help fill backpacks for one 
full month for children in our 

community. 

Donations may be placed in the 
Missions Nook located in the 

narthex. Thank you for helping us 
share God’s love by caring for our 
neighbors in a very practical way! 

Join us for 

looming plastic 

mats on Saturday 

March 14: 9-11AM 

Thank You for Helping 
Tackle Hunger! 
 

Thank you to everyone who 
donated soup during our Super 
Bowl Drive to help wipe out 
hunger in our community. Because of your 
generosity, we collected a cart full of soup to 
support those in need! 
Your kindness and willingness to give make a real 
difference for local families. Together, we are 
sharing hope, care, and nourishment with our 
neighbors. Thank you for being a church that 
loves, serves, and gives so generously! 

Missions Opportunity: S.W.I.M. Build — March 25 

The Missions Team will be hosting a S.W.I.M. Build on 
March 25! Volunteers will work together as a team, 
rotating through four stations, with each person 
completing one simple task as part of the process. 

This event is a wonderful opportunity for fellowship and 
hands-on service for anyone who has a heart for global 
missions but may not be able to travel outside the 
country at this time.  

Together, we can make a meaningful impact right here at church. 
Two sessions will be available to sign up for: 

3:45–5:15 PM and 6:30–8:00 PM. 
Watch for more details coming soon, and look for sign-up sheets available in the Narthex. 



A very big thank you to our Wonderful Wednesday Meal Team for the 

exceptional Valentine’s dinner they served on February 11. It was delicious! 

A wonderful evening of fellowship and worship! 

Our meal team serves a delicious dinner every week before Wonderful 

Wednesday Worship and Christian Growth opportunities! Please join us on 

Wednesdays at 5:30 PM in Wesley Place! 



Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1 COMMUNION 

 

8:30 Traditional 

Worship  

9:30 Fellowship Time 

10:30 Worship at The 

Rock 

11:30 Fellowship 

Time 

 

2 

 

11:00 Health 

& Welfare 

Team 

 

 

 

 

3 

Communion 
at Wel-Life 
 
12:00 noon 
Devotions & 
Prayer 
 

4 

4:30 Choir  
Wonderful 
Wednesday  
5:30 Meal 
5:45 Worship 
6:15 Christian 
Growth 

5 
2:00 

Women’s 

Bible Study 
 

5:30 pm 
Worship 
Team 
Meeting 
 

 

6 

 

7 

 
 
 

8 Daylight Savings 
 
8:30 Traditional 

Worship  

9:30 Fellowship Time 

10:30 Worship at The 

Rock 

11:30 Fellowship 

Time 

 

9  
9 AM - 3 PM 

Sewing 

Group 

 
M.A.C. 

Meeting 

6pm 

 
 

10 

12:00 noon 
Devotions & 
Prayer 
 

5:00 pm 
Hospitality 
Team 
Meeting 
 
 

11   

4:30 Choir  
Wonderful 
Wednesday  
5:30 Meal 
5:45 Worship 
6:15 Christian 
Growth 

12 

2:00 

Women’s 

Bible Study 
 

6:00 Bibles 

& Brews 

13 
 
Communion 
at Keelson 
Harbour and 
Homestead 

14 

 

 

Looming 

in the 

Loom 

Room 

9-11 AM 

  

15 
8:30 Traditional 

Worship  
9:30 Fellowship Time 

10:30 Worship at The 

Rock 
11:30 Fellowship Time 

5:30-8 PM Youth 

Community Outreach 

at Lake UM Camp 

“Chopped” 

16 

 
 

 

 

17 

12:00 noon 
Devotions & 
Prayer 
 
5:30 pm 
Education 
Team 
Meeting 
 
 

18 

4:30 Choir  
Wonderful 
Wednesday  
5:30 Meal 
5:45 Worship 
6:15 Christian 
Growth 
 

  

19 

 

 

2:00 

Women’s 

Bible Study 

20 

 

 

21 

 

22     
 

8:30 Traditional 

Worship  

9:30 Fellowship Time 

10:30 Worship at The 

Rock 

11:30 Fellowship 

Time 

 

23 

 

9 AM - 3 PM 

Sewing 

Group 

24 
 
12:00 noon 
Devotions & 
Prayer  
 
4:30 pm 
Missions 
Team 
Meeting 

25 
4:30 Choir  
Wonderful 
Wednesday  
5:30 Meal 
5:45 Worship 
6:15 Christian 
Growth 

S.W.I.M. 
Build 

26  
 
2:00 

Women’s 

Bible Study 

 
 

6:00 Bibles 

& Brews 

   

27     28 

 

29 PALM SUNDAY 

 

9:30 Combined 

Worship  

10:30 Church Potluck 

at Wesley Place 

 

30 31     

MARCH 2026 

3/4 Shirly Walston 
3/7 Maggie McDaniel 
3/9 Joyce Krull 
3/10 Joan Pomerenke 
3/21 Becky Schuett 
3/24 Deloris Heide 
3/28 Sharol Anderson 

80+ 

Donna is on Vacation through March 15 

Donna is on Vacation through March 15 



Spirit Lake UMC 
1812 Gary Ave 

Spirit Lake, Iowa 51360 
 

Phone: 712-336-3115 
E-mail: office@spiritlakeumc.org 
Website: www.spiritlakeumc.org 

Celebrating 150 

Years 

From the 

Cornerstone to 

Today é 

And into the 

Future, 

Building our Faith 

Brick by Brick. 

March 29 Palm Sunday  
Combined Worship at 9:30 AM 
Easter Egg Hunt for the Kids 

Followed by Church Brunch Potluck 
 

April 2 Holy Thursday 
Worship Service at 6:30 PM 

 

April 3 Good Friday 
Worship Service at 6:30 PM 

 

April 5 Easter Sunday 

Traditional Worship at 8:30 AM 

Worship at the Rock 10:30 AM 


