Spirit Lake UMC Connections

Loving, Connecting, Serving, Growing—Building our January 2026
Faith Brick by Brick. Connecting Faith, Family & Heones
Community—Better Together

Great is Thy faithfulness
Great is Thy faithfulness ®
A WORD Morning by morning new mercies | see
FROMTHE \\ * Ajf | have needed Thy hand hath provided
PASTORY Great is Thy faithtuiness, Lord unto me [UMH#140]
=
What was 2025 like for you? Was it tough, great, or somewhere in between? How ever you
responded, | can assure you that the faithfulness of God outweighs anything that has
happened in the past year and might happen in 2026. Great is Thy Faithfulness is a favorite
hymn of mine and many others. The chorus reminds us that each day God is faithful to offer
mercy and to provide all that we need.

Words about God’s faithfulness are also found in the book of Psalms, in particular Psalm 100.
Verse five says, “For the Lord is good; his steadfast love endures forever, and his faithfulness
to all generations.” This Psalm tells us that God is more than powerful, more than merciful
and more than grace-filled but that God is benevolent. Our generous God is the ultimate in
goodness, compassion, kindness and love. Because God is all of these and more, we must
give to God the ultimate in thanksgiving and praise. We must live with confidence and faith
knowing that the God we serve supports and strengthen us in ways that no human or
anything else could ever.

C.S. Lewis says, “To have Faith in Christ means, of course, trying to do all that he says.
There would be no sense in saying you trusted a person if you would not take his/[her] advice.
Thus if you have really handed yourself over to him, it must follow that you are trying to obey
him. But trying in a new way, a less worried way. Not doing these things in order to be saved,
but because he has begun to save you already. Not hoping to get to Heaven as a reward for
your actions, but inevitably wanting to act in a certain way because a first faint gleam of
Heaven is already inside you.” [Mere Christianity by C.S. Lewis] | believe that C.S. Lewis is
telling us that strong faith in our benevolent God is about following, obeying and giving our all
to Christ realizing that we do this not because of great reward or that we are forced, but that
we hold a spark of divine love within us. We must have trust that whatever life brings, God is
faithful and will be there for us.

Summer and winter, springtime and harvest

Sun, moon, and stars in their courses up above
Join with all nature in manifold witness

To Thy great faithfulness, mercy, and love

Great is Thy faithfulness

Great is Thy faithfulness

Morning by morning new mercies | see

All I have needed Thy hand hath always provided
Great is Thy faithfulness, Lord unto me

May your new year be filled with the knowledge of God’s great love for you. You are always in
my thoughts and prayers.

Happy New Yearl!!

Pastor Cindy Finn



Wonderful Wednesdays resume on January 7, 2026,
and everyone is invited! Join us on Wednesday evenings
for a time of food, faith, fellowship and Christian growth
S for all ages.

e ‘ S We’'ll begin with a family-friendly meal at 5:30 PM,
followed by worship at Wesley Place at 5:45 PM. After
worship, there are opportunities for every age:

eKids Club — 6:15-7:15 PM
eMiddle School Youth Group — 6:15-7:15 PM
eHigh School Youth Group — begins at 7:30 PM

As our youth group continues to grow, we are also looking for caring adults to serve as
youth group leaders and helpers. If you feel called to invest in the lives of our young
people, please consider being part of this important ministry.

Come grow with us on Wonderful Wednesdays
we’d love to see you there!

Volunteers
Needed for our
Nursery!

LOL FOR CHRIST

YOUTH ,
COMMUNITY . We are looking for
-| caring volunteers to help in our nursery
OUTREACH :| during the 10:30 AM worship service.
. | Thenursery serves children ages 0-5
Join us for inspiring :| and provides an important space where

Lake Okoboji United
Methodist Camp
21455 Seward St.

Spirit Lake, IA 513

0

Outreach events  :| oy jittlest worshipers are safe and
filled “”th' music, faith & :| cared for, while their parents can fully
fellowship. ; engage in worship.
Sunday January 18 :
Youth are welcome to assist, but at

5:30 - 8 PM :

Youth Grades 5-12 :| least one volunteer must be 18 years or

N AN :| older each Sunday. This is a wonderful
! -| opportunity to serve the church family

Experience fun, :
community, and :| and support parents of young children in
a meaningful way.

connection with others
§ who share your passion :| Sign up on the Clipboard located on
for faith! : the Connect Wall.




Meet Your 2026 MAC Board!

Chair- Joni Mitchell (Finance
Specialist)

Gary Jones (Finance Specialist)
Terry Yarns (Finance Specialist)
Carol Larson (Staff Parish
Relations Specialist)
Robin Gardner (Staff Parish Relations Specialist)
Nicole Southworth (Staff Parish Relations Specialist)
Sue Blake (Trustee Specialist)

Kent Johannsen (Trustee Specialist)

Gary Heady (Trustee Specialist)

Lori Bower (Ministry Teams Specialist)
Carolne Tritle (Ministry Team Specialist)

Jana Christians (Ministry Team Specialist)

Meet our
) ! Church
Leaders

As staff, Pastor Cindy Finn, Tammy Branum & Donna Fisher are

ex-officio members of MAC, having voice but no vote at meetings.

We extend our
heartfelt
gratitude to
Denny Galloway
& Barb
Erlandson for their faithful years of
service on MAC. Their dedication,
wisdom, & steady leadership have
blessed our church in countless
ways.

We also thank Carol Larson who
is stepping down as chair but will
continue to serve on the council.
We are grateful for her guidance &
ongoing commitment.

Please join us in thanking these
wonderful servants for all they
have contributed and continue to
contribute to the life of our church.

We are excited to welcome new leadership to
our Ministry Advisory Council (MAC) and
give thanks for those who are stepping into key
roles to help guide Spirit Lake United
Methodist Church into the year ahead.

Please join us in welcoming Terry Yarns, who
will serve as a Finance Specialist, bringing
wisdom and care to the stewardship of our
church’s resources. We are also grateful for

Gary Heady, who will serve as a Trustee
Specialist, offering leadership and support in
caring for our church facilities and property.

confidential Staff Parish Relations matters.
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We are pleased to announce that Joni Mitchell will serve as Chair of the Ministry
Advisory Council for 2026. Joni’s faithful leadership, thoughtful insight, and commitment
to the mission of our church will be a wonderful gift to our congregation.

We give thanks for each of these leaders and all of our MAC members for their
willingness to serve. Please keep them in your prayers as they begin this important work
of loving, connecting, serving, and growing together in Christ.

MAC meets each second Monday of the month at 6:00 PM. Anyone is welcome to attend
the meetings with the exception of meetings or parts of meetings that deal with

embers!
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Introducing a New Worship
Experience:
Worship at the Rock

We are excited to share that Spirit Lake

United Methodist Church will be
launching a new worship experience, Worship at the Rock, tentatively beginning
February 15. This new service will take the place of our current contemporary
worship and is being thoughtfully designed to be new, engaging, inviting, and
welcoming, while staying rooted in who we are as a church.

OO C o 3 3 /3 3 /3 /3

" Our worship team is currently in the creative process of shaping what Worship at
U the Rock will look and feel like, and we would love your input. As a
congregation committed to lovmg, connecting, serving, and growing, your ideas
and perspectives matter as we discern how this worship experience can best
reflect our mission and meet the spiritual needs of our community.

O3 3 /3

U If you are curious, creative, or simply passionate about worship, we invite
you to join us for our next worship team meeting on Tuesday, January 6,
2026 at 5:30 PM. Whether you have big ideas or just want to listen and

| learn, your presence is welcome.

| Together, let’s create something meaningful that draws people in, connects hearts
U to God and one another, and invites all to encounter Christ in fresh ways.

‘... and on this Rock I will build my Church ...” Matthew 16:18
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The Missions team says THANK YOU for all the
support for our projects in 2025!

It has been a busy year for us! NEWS FROM
Here's a list of a few of our events from 2025! THE
Pickle Ball Concession Stand during the MISSIONS

Help fill a backpack Winter Games, Looming, The Banquet, SWIM TEAM

with nutritious food Build, Taco Lunch for Oaxacan Youth
Experience, Garage Sale, Cruise Inn, Harvest

for ﬁhﬂdren t(;ltake Dinner, Ingathering, Mitten collection, and Diapers
ome on the for Jesus!
Weekends. A list Of Upcoming events:
requested food is Pancake Feed - February 1st 11-1 pm at Wesley Place!
available in the Proceeds to benefit Lakes Atlas (
Backpack tub by the : ) .
SWIM Build date TBD (late March - Early April)

Missions Nook!


https://www.lakesatlas.com/
https://www.lakesatlas.com/

LG AT
¥ Join a Ministry Team EFFFE

Get involved i
make a difference! 1In 2026 ,Wjﬁf
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HOSPITALITY E—r—
(Led by Jeri Kitzinger) Meets as needs arise. -1 :
Growing by creating a welcoming & loving experience where 8 A
people can connect. oy — Y
5 HEALTH & WELFARE
Tﬁ (Led by Lois Shaffer) Meets quarterly on a first
Monday at 11:00am

Loving, connecting & caring for others; especially those who reside in
area assisted living and nursing home facilities or who are
homebound.

Health & Welfare

MISSIONS §

(Led by Jennifer Tritle-Oitzman) Meets the
fourth Tuesday of each month at 4:30 pm M ISS I O Na
Serving our community and the world through activities and  ...at home and around th

events that meet the needs of others.

EDUCATION/DISCIPLESHIP

(Led by Tammy Branum) Meets the third
Tuesday of each month at 5:30 pm

Lovingly creating & implementing programming to help us
B serve and connect disciples of all ages and grow in our
knowledge of Jesus.

Syt
STEWARDSHIP %{sﬂm/gﬁ{p

(Led by Gary Jones) Meets the third Thursday of each IS
month at 6:00 pm
Supports the ministry of Spirit Lake UMC by loving through generosity,

connecting people and resources, serving with integrity, and growing a 0 K
spirit of gratitude and faithfulness. K
U Szl [\
T
WORSHIP

(Led by Pastor Cindy) Meets the first Thursday of each month at 5:30 pm
Incorporates a variety of elements in the design of loving worship services that are meaningful
and Christ-centered, that connect us to one another and help us grow in our faith.
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Christmas Poinsettias of Remembrance & Honor

px

Sue & Alan Blake in Honor of Family
;& George & Lori Bower in Memory of Lori’'s Mom, Shirley Pierce
;{Q George & Lori Bower in Memory of Loved Ones
1& Branum Family in Memory of Loved Ones
1& Gene Fales in Memory of Shirley Fales

Jolene Fechter & Marsha Smeltzer in Memory of Bob & Dee Olson, Parents of Jolene,
Marsha & Sandra

Robin Gardner in Memory of Dad, Derald Gardner
Verlin & Soneva Goering in Memory of their Parents
Kent & Mary Johannsen in Memory of Andrea Johannsen
;& Judy & Gary Jones in Memory of Ruth & Lamar Jones and Anne & Arlo Murphy
;& Richard & Jackie Kelley in Memory of Lamar & Ruth Jones and Lorna & Jerry Kelley
}ﬁ Dennis Langstraat in Memory of Lynda Langstraat
1& Carol & Dave Larson in Honor of Our Church Family
1& Carol & Dave Larson in Memory of their Parents & in Honor of their Family
’& Larry & Lois Shaffer in Memory of their Parents
’& Southworth Family in Memory of Harley Southworth

L)

wi% Caroline Tritle in Memory of Merlin Tritle and their Parents, Delbert & Doris Kneeland
wi& and Ralph & Irene Tritle
L)
A1

Elwin Tritle & Family in Memory of Donna Tritle

Terry & Jan Yarns in Memory of Jan’s Dad, Vernon Bucher and Terry’s Parents Harold
;& & Francis Yarns

;& Thank you for purchasing a poinsettia as you honored your loved ones with Love
and Remembrance this season. Your gifts are appreciated.
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THANK YOU FOR SUPPORTING THE ADOPT-A-DAY PROGRAM IN DECEMBER!

12/4—Robin Gardner, in honor of Ayden’s 3rd Birthday & Brent’s Birthday
12/7—Bill & Jackie Carpenter in honor of daughter, Carrie Duitsman’s Birthday
12/7—Jerry Cook in memory of his wife, Sandy
12/9—Hartwigs in honor of Hazel’s 5th Birthday
12/12—Galloways in honor of Denny’s Birthday
12/13—Larsons in honor of Carol’s Birthday
12/18—Kent & Mary Johannsen in memory of Andi Johannsen
12/22—Dave & Jeri Kitzinger in memory of their parents
12/25—Matthew & Tammy Branum—Merry Christmas!
12/28—Barb Erlandson in memory of her Dad
12/30—Marlin & Lola Kness in honor of their 65th Wedding Anniversary!

The Adopt-A-Day program is a meaningful way to support the church while honoring or
remembering someone special or a special event. Or perhaps sponsoring a day designated to
the cost of snow removal. We ask participants to make a donation to the church equivalent to

the approximate cost of one day’s utilities—about $75 per day.
Thank you for helping us keep the lights on and the ministries moving forward!




JANUARY 2026

11:30 Coffee Time

6:15 Christian
Growth

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1 2 3
Church
1/3 Jerry Wiekamp Office
1/11 Lola Kness Closed
1/20 Jerry Phipps
1/31 Jean Anderson
4 Epiphany 5 6 7 8 9 10
Sunday
Communion Communion at |4:30 Choir 12:00 Kiwanis
Wel-Life Wonderful
Wednesday i
_ _ 12-12:30 Prayer |5:30 Meal 6:00 C°mm“"|[|°" at
9:30 Coffee Time & Devotions 5:45 Worship BIBLES and Keelson Harbour
10:30 Contemporary 6-15 Christian & Homestead
Y 5:30 Worship  (Growth .
11:30 Coffee Time Team mtg OkObOjl
Stay to pack up the H
Christmas decorations Brewmg Co.
11 12 13 14 15 16 17
6:00 Ministry 4:30 Choir 12:00 Kiwanis
. : Advisory Wonderful
9:30 Coffee Time YVOTIUCTIW
Council 12-12:30 Prayer .
10:30 Contemporary |\ a¢) & Devotions  [gieciieecd g'tg?uardship
Worship . meeting 5:45 Worship Team mtg
11:30 Coffee Time 6:15 Christian
Growth
18 19 20 21 22 23 24
1232:39 Prayer (4:30 Choir 12:00 Kiwanis
9:30 Coffee Time evotions  \Wonderful
10:30 Contemporary Wednesday
Worship 5:30 Education gig env?:lshi
1130 Coffee Time Team mtg 615 Chrlstlapn
5:30 Youth Outreach at G-rowth
Lake Okoboji UM Camp
25 26 27 28 29 30 31
12-12:30 Prayer (4:30 Choir 12:00 Kiwanis
9:30 Coffee Time & Devotions %
10:30 (_:ontemporary 5:30 Missions —15:30 Meal
Worship Team mtg 5:45 Worship




Spirit Lake UMC
1812 Gary Ave
Spirit Lake, Iowa 51360
Phone: 712-336-3115
E-mail: office@spiritlakeumc.org
Website: www.spiritlakeumc.org

Celebrating 150
Years

From the

Cornerstone to

Today ...
And into the
Future,
Building our Faith
Brick by Brick.

Loving, Connecling, Serving, Growing

Worship with Us /@ OEFICE
- (SURS

Most Sundays we have two
Worship Services:

Traditional Worship at 8:30 AM
Contemporary Worship at 10:30 AM

Monday - Thursday
9:00 AM - 3:00 PM

If you need access to the church
outside of these times, Pastor

Join us on Wednesdays for a Free Cindy and Tammy are often here
Community Meal, Family Worship later than posted office hours and
and Christian Growth many evenings. Please reach out
opportunities. to us so that we can assist you!
Wonderful Wednesdays resume Church office email—
after the holidays on Wednesday, office@spiritlakeumc.org

January 7, 2026.




