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“Then the Grinch thought of something he hadn t
before! What if Christmas, he thought, doesn't come

from a store. What if Christmas...perhaps...means a &
little bit more!” 24

- Dr. Seuss, ﬁ:%
Theodor Seuss Geisel, Dr. Seuss is a familiar author and ﬁ::
illustrator of beloved children’s books. Many collect his books &

and have them on display in their homes. Adults remember ¢
them from childhood and children read them for the first time.
It is said that over his lifetime he wrote and illustrated over 60 ‘-
books using the name Dr. Seuss. His books won many awards, i«
and several have been made into musicals, into TV specials and «
series, and into movies. «

¥ One book caught the imagination of many during the Christmas season, you know it, o
«m Houw the Grinch Stole Christmas! It was originally called “The Hoobub and the Grinch” &

¢ and was published in the Redbook magazme in 1955. Then around 1957, the edition we &
«j; know now was developed by Geisel. It is said the Grinch is based on Geisel himself. He ¥
‘i:e. said, because of “his wife's health problems and his dismay with the commercialization
¢ of Christmas, [it] made him feel "very Grinchish" as he looked in the mirror one year on &
« December 26, 1956.” I think you would agree that we can all relate to Geisel’s &
‘*1 disappointment and grief at least once or twice during the Holidays. %

" This Advent season we will be exploring the story of the Grinch. To help us we willbe %
«m using Matt Rawle’s book The Heart that Grew Three Sizes: Finding Faith in the Story of ‘=
¢ the Grinch. Rawle writes, “The Grinch’s story is universal in scope, easy to understand, &
«*Z and ends with a positive message of hope and reconciliation, which is why it continues to ¢
’*:e. be such a powerful Christmas story today.” To be honest, we could say almost the same ’i}.
ﬁve about the Christmas story...universal, easy to understand, hope and reconciliation...the ﬁv@
v difference is the Christmas story is about the Savior of humanlty that came to earth, ™
«“ Emmanuel. Through Christ, we find forgiveness, redemption, transformation and most

¢+ importantly a love that will never end. And...we do not need lights or presents to make it +
¢« happen. ﬁ*@
“:1 And the Word became flesh — e ) = &
% g = = %
ﬁ’i‘ and made his dwelling among us, e 7 % w R ﬁ’i‘
« and we saw his glory, koo : ﬁﬁ «
ﬁ} the glory as of the Father’s only Son, %‘% Merry Christmas ﬁ:{a
o full of grace and truth. toyouand Godblessyou  +
ﬁi and your family with peace @Z
i %

.;u May your Advent season be filled with awe and and Joy for the year bo come ii
expectatlon' 2 % &

“«a May your Christmas celebrations be filled with s S ww W 4 ﬁ}
¢ wonder and love! o
ﬁ:e In Christ’s love, ﬁ:e
oy Pastor Cindy o
& €


https://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/267076
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John%201%3A14&version=NABRE&utm_source=bg&utm_medium=bglearn
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Through worship
and study this
Advent, we will
explore the

}) classic Christmas
@~ story, The Grinch.
‘ Each Sunday of
Advent, we will

@ learn how the Grinch’s heart grew

@ through the lens of faith and the beauty
¥ of the Christmas story.

: Each Sunday of Advent, Nov.30 &

@ Dec. 7, 14, & 21, you are invited to join

©® others for a video study in the

® Fireside Room at 1pm. There will be a
Zoom option. This study will help us to

@ know that presents, bows, & lights are

@ not necessary to celebrate the birth of

@ our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. Let

@ the office know if you would like a copy

e of the book, The Heart That Grew
Three Sizes: Finding Faith in the Story

@ of the Grinch by Matt Rawle.

<ceececeeceee

h May your heart grow three sizes as we
learn together the power of the gift of

@ Christmas!!
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BLUE
CHRISTMAS
Q]Zlgi\f}iggyas‘ SERVICE

Wednesday
December 17 « 7:00
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Blue

The holiday season is often described as
“the most wonderful time of the year,”
but for many, it can also be a season of

loneliness, loss, or longing. If you're

finding it hard to feel joyful this year—or
if you’d like to come and support
someone who is—please join us for our
Blue Christmas Service.

This quiet, reflective service offers space
to honor our grief, remember loved ones,
and find comfort in God’s presence and
the light of Christ that shines even in our
darkest days. All are welcome.

CHILDRENS CHRISTMAS
PROGRAM
A Wednesday, December 10

5:45PM
&

» '@& Join Us for Our Children’s &
M Youth Christmas Program!

Children's
Christmas Program

You're invited to celebrate the
best story ever told as our children and youth
share the joy of Christmas through traditional

hymns, children’s songs, and plenty of
cuteness overload.

Stay afterward for a o Church
church potluck—Meat £y Potluck
will be provided. Please | o

bring your favorite
Christmas side dish &
goodies to share as we
continue the celebration together!

In the Spirit — Third Annual
Christmas Gathering

Sunday, December 14
2:30—4:30 p.m.
Okoboji Brewing Company
Join us for our third annual “In the Spirit”
event at Okoboji Brewing Company! Enjoy
an afternoon filled with live music from
Dan and Karla, great food, and warm

fellowship. There will also be kids’ crafts
and activities, making this a fun, family-
friendly celebration for all ages.

Please bring your favorite
Christmas snacks or
appetizers to share as we
celebrate the joy and
community of the season
together. Come as you are, bring a friend,
and join us in the spirit of Christmas!




Chrlstmas Eve Hospltallty Helpers Needed

= Christmas Eve is one of the most beautiful and meaningful nights of the year—and also one of our

ol If you can help at one of the services—or both—please sign ¢
& up on the Welcome Table or contact the church office. Your friendly smile and
« helping hands make all the difference as we celebrate the light of Christ together!
ﬂ
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oy
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: e ; , «

o biggest opportunities to share the warmth and welcome of Christ’s love with others. oy
& We need your help to make it special! &
ﬁ% We’re looking for hospitality volunteers to serve at both the 3:00 p.m. Traditional Service and the ﬁ%
Iy 5:30 p.m. Contemporary Service. o
& Greeters — We need at least four people at each service to hand out ®
z% bulletins, welcome guests, and assist with distributing and collecting  Greeters | z%
¢ candles. Families with children are especially encouraged to join in—this o
" is a wonderful way to serve together! ‘ "
™ | &
PR { E Communion Servers — Each service will ®
ﬁz. =0 NI ‘UM, include four communion stations, with two people serving at each station. ﬁ}
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Poinsettias for
Christmas

Spirit

Lake

- United
Methodist
(g glf@ Church
WORSHIP il host

two

Christmas Eve Candlelight

Worship Services on
Wednesday, December 24.

You're invited to purchase
a poinsettia in honor or in
memory of someone
special this Christmas season. Each
plant is $20. A sign-up sheet is
available on the Welcome Table, along
with an envelope for payments.

Together, lets make our church bloom
with love and remembrance this
Christmas!

3:00 pm You are invited to a traditional

####1&1&1&####1&1&1&1&1& candlelight service which tells the
RRNNNRJRRBRRRNRRBRRRNNNG | story of Jesus’ birth through scripture and

Many Voices 3 song. Hear the familiar Word, sing the carols,
GHRISTMAS Ch01r sannual 3 and be blessed by the story which still

brings joy to the world today!

5Z30pm If you worship in a more modern
style, you’ll want to join us for this
contemporary service with music

4d

Friday, December 5 ﬁ
7:30PM g led by the Praise Band.

4d

4d

99

Spirit Lake United Methodist Church Communion, candles and glowsticks at

both services.
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THANK YOU FOR SUPPORTING OUR MISSIONS TEAM

f /
W‘f Thank you to all who donated towards our Ingathering

QRN BINING oiving. We were able to donate 14 school kits, 8 dignity
kits, and some extra supplies!

The weather is starting to cool down! To help keep our local
school children warm, we're still collecting mittens, hats, and
socks for our Mitten Tree. If you'd like to contribute, please
drop your donations in the box by the tree in the Missions
nook. Your kindness truly makes a difference, and we
appreciate your support immensely.

Adopt-A-Family for Christmas! Our youth will be
adopting a family to provide presents for at
Christmas! Please support our youth by donating to
- their fund!

Diapers for Jesus! We will be collecting diapers to
donate to local organizations throughout the month of
December! Look for the Diaper tree in the Missions
nook!

IVE

Help fill a backpack with nutritious food for children to take
3 home on the weekends. A list of requested food is available in
& the Backpack tub by the Missions Nook!

THANK YOU FOR SUPPORTING THE ADOPT-A-DAY PROGRAM IN NOVEMBER!
11/4—Bill & Jackie Carpenter, Jackie’s Birthday

11/9—Marlin & Lola Kness, Marlin’s Birthday
11/11—Jerry & Pat Phipps, In memory of 4 soldiers from my unit who lost their lives in Vietnam.
1st Lt. Corbin Tindall, 1st Lt. Ronald Buchannan, Sp4 Akke Timmer Jr., PFC Arlin Franken
11/13—Barb Erlandson, in memory of her Mom
11/21—Dave & Jeri Kitzinger, in honor of family
11/25—Doug & Donna Fisher, in memory of Mae Weaver
11/26—Cunningham Family, in honor of Fall Family Birthdays
11/27—Berniece Albright, in memory of her Husband

The Adopt-A-Day program is a meaningful way to support the church while honoring or
remembering someone special or a special event. We ask participants to make a donation to the
church equivalent to the approximate cost of one day’s utilities—about $75 per day.
Thank you for helping us keep the lights on and the ministries moving forward!
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grow in faith and in service.

Our Middle School and High School
Youth Groups continue to grow and
thrive, and we are grateful for the energy
and heart our students bring each week.
On Wednesday evenings, our groups
rotate between fun community activities,
Bible study nights at the church, and
hands-on service projects.

Recently, our youth assembled nativity

sets for our younger children—a meaningful way to help them engage with the
Christmas story. They also created care packages for our Health and Welfare Team,
who will soon deliver these gifts to our homebound members and those living in
nursing homes. Through simple acts of service, our youth are embodying the love
of Christ in our congregation and community.

In addition to weekly gatherings, our youth help host a monthly community
outreach event at the Lake Okoboji United Methodist Camp. Youth groups from
across the area come together for food, fellowship, worship, and fun—building
friendships and faith in a welcoming and joyful environment.

We are so grateful for your ongoing support of our youth ministries. Your
encouragement, prayers, and presence make a difference as these young people
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WOMENG® ADVENT STUDY
Thursdays at 2PM; Dec. 4, 11, & 18.

For every broken place, chaotic
day, and weary heart é Jesus
came so we dond have to carry it
all alone.

In iMore Than A
Mangero, you'll

1 discover:

Hope is more than a
feeling.

Peace isn@ found in
the absence of chaos — it's found
in the presence of Christ.

Joy isnd tied to what& under the
tree.

Love isnd& just an emotion we
long for — ités the Savior.

Let me know ASAP
a book.
not requ | ri%
j oin us
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Fun Christmas Sweater Sunday!

Get ready to celebrate the season in style!
On Sunday, December 14, we invite
everyone to wear your fun, beautiful, silly,
or even a little bit iGrinchy0 Christmas
sweater to worship. Let’s fill the sanctuary
with color, joy, and holiday cheer!

And the fun doesn’t stop there! Join us at
2:30 PM at OBC for our family-friendly
holiday event. Enjoy music, fellowship,

crafts, and Christmas treats as we continue

Syou Wﬁiencélebrﬁh%n t(t%gé’ther
cost i s
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DECEMBER 2025

Sunday Monda Tuesde Wednesda Thursda FridaSatur
1 2 3 4 5 6
Communion 4:30 Choir Practice [12: 00 Ki wh GHMSWAS
at Wel-Life Wonderful (3@;;@%{3
Wednesday . )
5:30 Meal 2:00 Women's | 230 prany
1212: 30| ; Advent Study .
Pr 45 Worship Voices
&Y e o615 Christian
Devotiogs 5:30 Worship Concert
Team meeting
7 8 9 10 11 12 13
4:30 Choir 26 00 Ki )
6:00 5:45 Chd | ¢trée rwanit s .
. - ini 1212: 30 i Communion
9:30 Coffee Time Minisery =5 3 yer %P :) I f L ma Is :0Q Wamen’s at Keelson
10: 30 Cont e mFAG]‘flSarY y D P g Harbour
Wor s hi Council evotio@gnct uar y [Advent Study
: P (MAC) foll owed y
11:30 Coffee Time ) POTLUCK a {6:00BIBLES and
1:00 Advent Study meeting Wesl ey Pl BREWSatO.B.C.
14FUN CHRI STMALS 16 17 18 19 20
SWEATER SUNDAY 4:30 Choir Practice
Wonderful 12: 00 Kiwpnis
1212: 30 |Wednesday
. . Prayer |830Meal
9.30.Coﬁee Time Devot i o5:45Worship . ’
10: 30 Contemporary . . g 2:00 Women’s
hi 6:15 Christian
Wor shi p Growth Advent Study
11:30 Coffee Time
1:00 Advent Study 7: 0Bl ue
2 : 318 thé Spirito at Christmps
Okoboji Brewing Co. Service
21 22 23 24 25 26 27
Church Offices Closed for Christmas Holiday Dec. 23-25
9:30 Coffee Time
10: 30 Contempgorary CHRI STMAS EVE MR
Worshiop SERVI GES GHRIS
11:30 Coffee Time ? 1d_0_ 0 | oS
1:00 Advent Stud raditiona
y 5:30 F AN
Contemporary =
28 29 30 31 Jan 1 Jan 2 Jan 3
9: 30 One Famifly Church Offices Closed Dec. 31 & Jan. 1
Wor ship Ser|vice
(No chur clh
activities)

12/10 Caroline Tritle
12/10 Alta Gilbert
12/11 Jerry Cook

@e_ceMBelég

80+ years

12/28 Berniece Albright
12/31 Richard Kelley
12/31 Roger Cook
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JANUARY 2026

Sunday Monda Tuesdeé Wednesda Thursda FridaSatur
1 2 3
, Church Office
dppy |Ne\W Year L=
, ; I y
PP . appy New
- Year
4 Communi on 5 6 7 8 9 10
Communion |,. .
at Wel-Life |20 Choir 5:30 Worship _
Wonderful T . Communion
eam meeting
121 2 : 30 |Wednesday at Keelson
9:30 Coffee Time Prayer [%30Meal ~ |Harbour &
10: 30 Contemporar ylpevot i olp45 Worship 12: 00 Ki wpankestead
Wor ship 6:15 Christian
11:30 Coffee Time Growth 6:00 BIBLES and
BREWS at O.B.C.
11 12 13 14 15 16 17
1212: 30]4:30 Choir
6:00 Prayer |Wonderful 12: 00 Kiwpnis
. Ministry [Dev ot i oW&dnesda
9:30 Coffee Tme ~_ |advisory 5:30 Meal
Wo r ship R 5:45 Worship
. (MAC) 6:15 Christian
11:30 Coffee Time meeting Growth




Spirit Lake UMC
1812 Gary Ave
Spirit Lake, Iowa 51360
Phone: 712-336-3115
E-mail: office@spiritlakeumc.org
Website: www.spiritlakeumc.org

Celebrating 150
Years
From the
Cornerstone to
Today ¢&
And into the
Future,
Building our Faith
Brick by Brick.

Loving, Connecting, Serving, Growing

Spirit Lake United Methodist Church will host two Christmas Eve
Candlelight Worship Services on Wednesday, December 24.

3:00pm You are invited to a Traditional Candlelight Service which tells
i=Fe=—st ory of- Jesusd birtEh _—through=—=s
Word, sing the carols, and be blessed by the story which still brings joy
to the world today!
530pm | f you worship in a more modern
for this Contemporary Service  with music led by the Praise Band.

Communion, candles and glowsticks at both services.

"MERRY CHRISTMAS
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