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 As I write, three things come to my mind. First, this week I have put together a list of what the grands want 
for Christmas. Second, our fall weather has turned cool, so I am thankful for the new furnace at the parson-
age. And third, we are only two months from year’s end. Time is going so quickly. Fall is here and soon to be 
winter. We are close to the holidays and to a time of thanksgiving, goodwill, and generosity.  

This time of year, many of us focus on family and friends, gathering and gift-giving. Gift-giving! So, what do 

you want? A trip or a house or a collectable or a new appliance? A visit from a loved one or maybe just a day 

to yourself? Whatever it is you want, I can tell you that you are and were given the most important of gifts at 

your birth. God gifted you with talents that are unique to you! The author of the book of James wrote, “Every 

generous act of giving, with every perfect gift, is from above, coming down from the Father of lights, with 

whom there is no variation or shadow due to change.” (James 1:17) The most wonderful of gifts have been 

given by God who is generous and without fail. Everyone has been given great gifts. The issue is that God did-

n’t give us an instruction manual to read so that we might know how to turn on our gifts and use them. And 

yet, God did make it so that we might realize our gifts and allow God to use them to further God’s Kingdom.  

In ancient days, the Apostle Paul wrote a letter to the people of the church of Corinth who were in a disagree-

ment about who had been given the greatest gifts from God. Paul wanted them to know that God gave each 

person gifts for the good of everyone. “Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; and there are vari-

eties of services, but the same Lord; and there are varieties of activities, but it is the same God who activates 

all of them in everyone. To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good.” (1 Corinthians 

12:4-7) The Apostle Paul wanted them to know that each person has been given different gifts to be used in 

unity for the community. Though these words were written to the people of Corinth, they are for us today, as 

well.  And, a message that I have been sharing in different ways for a while now.   

We have all been given differing gifts to be used for the good of God’s Kingdom. So, the question is…what gifts 

and talents have you been given? There are some ways to know. First, pray asking God to reveal the gifts that 

God has given to you. God will show you. Second, ask the people around you. Talk with people who knew you 

as a child, as well as people who know you now. You might be surprised with their responses. Third, take a 

spiritual gifts inventory which is something we are going to do next year.  It is my belief that God provides all 

the gifts and talents that we need to be the body of Christ in our church. I believe that God has given us the 

people to do what God has called Spirit Lake United Methodist Church to do.  

May you have a happy and blessed Thanksgiving!! 

In Christ’s love, 

Pastor Cindy  

 



 

Need an easy Christmas 

gift to give? 

Looking for something for your 

daycare person? 

How about a gift for your helpful 

neighbor? 

Got that gift exchange at work? 

 

We have the answer …. The 

perfect inexpensive gift …. 

Cookbooks 

$15 for one; $25 for two 

Cookbooks will be available 

at church services during 

December and are always 

available at the church 

 

Have you gotten your 150th 

Anniversary T-Shirt? 

There are a few left (in the 

following sizes) 

Here are the quantities and 

sizes available: 

4 — XLarge short sleeve 

5 — Large short sleeve 

1 — Large long sleeve 

1 — Small long sleeve 

4 — Youth medium short 

sleeve 

4 — Youth small short sleeve 

Butter Braids arrive November 4! 

Please stop by Wesley Place to pick up your order                        
between 4:30pm and 7:00pm                                                         

(perhaps on your way to vote!!)                                                        
They come frozen                                                                  

(so you may want to bring a cooler)  

 Thank you to all who  

attended the  

Harvest Dinner! 

We raised over $2000!! 

That will go towards Missions 
projects 

Such as SWIM (CPU Build) and 
Then Feed Just One! 



BE ON A MINISTRY TEAM   

Education Team   

Health & Welfare Team   

Hospitality Team   

Mission Team   

Worship Team   

Stewardship Team   

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION/GROWTH   

Lead Adult Sunday School Class   

Assoc. Adult Sunday School Class    

Begin a men’s study   

Lead a women’s study   

Participate in a Bible study   

Vacation Bible School team   

Christmas Children’s program team   

WONDERFUL WEDNESDAY   

Help with the meal   

Clean up after the meal   

Set up the tables   

Set up the computer for worship   

Offer a message for worship   

Read Scripture   

Lead worship   

Teach Kid’s Club   

Help with Kid’s club   

Join the looming group   

Help with Jr. and/or Sr Youth Group   

Youth Group Booster Club   

FUNERAL   

Serve at a funeral luncheon   

Bake cookies/bars for funeral luncheon   

HEALTH & WELFARE   

Visit home bound members   

Visit members in care centers   

Assist making holiday goodie bags   

Make prayer tags (requires sewing)    

HOSPITALITY   

Host coffee time after services   

Greet/pass out bulletins    

Keep history materials organized & congrega-
tion aware 

  

MISSION   

Help at Then Feed Just One   

Help at The Banquet   

Help with the Harvest Dinner   

Will help with mission projects in general   

Lead Meals on Wheels program   

Deliver Meals on Wheels meals   

Help with Upper Des Moines delivery   

WORSHIP   

Help set up communion   

Help serve communion   

Assist in the sound booth   

Read scripture   

Song leader   

Light the Christ Candles   

Drama group   

Change paraments on the altar when needed   

Help in the nursery   

Decorate for different seasons   

MUSIC   

Join the choir/praise team   

Join the bell choir   

Special music   

TRUSTEES   

Help with outdoor jobs   

Scoop snow when an inch or under   

Help with indoor jobs   

Holiday preparations (Nativity outside)   

SPIRIT LAKE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH   

Submit name to serve on MAC   

Become a member of SLUMC   

Other ideas for ministry    

On Sunday, November 9, we will renew our membership vows and/or our com-
mitment to support Spirit Lake United Methodist Church in the future.   
Please check those groups/projects/tasks that you would be willing to do and/or be involved.  
Check those you wish to be called about knowing that if you are not sure about an activity you 
may ask the person who called to know more.        



 

Upcoming in November and December!  

November is around the corner, and the weather is starting to cool down! To 

help keep our local school children warm, we're gathering water-resistant 

mittens, hats, and socks for our     Mitten Tree. If you'd like to contribute, 

please drop your donations in the box by the tree in the Missions nook. Your 

kindness truly makes a difference, and we appreciate your support             

immensely.     

November-December: Adopt-A-Family for Christmas! Our youth will be 

adopting a family to provide presents for at Christmas! Please support 

our youth by donating to their fund!  

December - Diapers for Jesus! We will be collecting diapers to donate 

to local organizations throughout the month of December! Look for the 

Diaper tree in the Missions nook! 

Thank you for supporting our Adopt-A-Day program in October! Your gifts help keep the lights 

on and our ministries moving forward. For just $75, you can adopt a day in honor, memory, or 

celebration of someone special. Sign up on the calendar and mark your gift “Adopt-a-Day”. 

10/1: Brad, Alissa & Griffen Holtz, Brad’s Birthday 

10/5: Jennifer Tritle-Oitzman, In Honor of the Harvest Dinner 

10/6:  Bruce & Vicki Johnson,  In Memory of our Parents 

10/7-10/10: Bruce & Barb Dougal, In Honor of Carl & Sharon Klein 

10/11: Maci Gaskill’s 15th Birthday 

10/12: George & Lori Bower, In Honor of Max Bower’s Birthday 

10/18:  In Memory of Lynda Langstraat 

10/20:  Larry & Lois Shaffer, In Honor of granddaughter Claire’s Birthday 

10/22: James & Shari Nordlund 

10/25: Nicole Southworth, Brooke’s 7th Birthday 

10/26: John & Jill Longest 

10/28: Berniece Albright, A Good Safe Harvest 

10/29: Preston Gaskill’s Birthday 

10/31: Dan & Karla Tritle, Happy Fall! 



Daylight Savings Time ends on    
November 2                                            

Be sure to set your clocks back on   Sat-
urday before going to bed.  See you on 

time for worship on Sunday!  

All Saints Sunday:  November 2 

The first Sunday of November is a day of remembrance.   

We remember those who passed away in the last 12 months—
 church members and those whose services we held here.  

 Each name will be read aloud. There will be an opportunity  
 for you to light a candle in honor of your loved ones who 

have passed away.  

NOVEMBER 13 

6:00pm                          

at Okoboji Brewing Co. 

Many Voices                                         

Christmas Concert coming to SLUMC!!!!                       

Dec. 5  at 7:30pm 



 

No Wonderful Wednesday     November 26 

 

Childrens’ Program 

December 10 at 5:45 

 

There is only one Sunday Worship service                              

December 28 at 9:30 

   (a celebration with carols)   

Two candlelight services are 

planned for Christmas Eve— 

3:00pm and 5:30pm 

 

 

Please consider 

helping us decorate 

the church 

Tuesday, 

November 25 

5:30 PM! 

        Bring munchies to share!  

Blue Christmas 
Holidays are not always happy times.  They can 

be times when we feel lonely or left out.  Holi-

days are often times when we miss loved ones, 

especially those who have passed away. 

If this describes you this holiday season or if 

you can come to support another who is feeling 

this way, join us on Wednesday, December 17.  

We will meet in the sanctuary at 7pm for a   

meaningful “Blue Christmas” service. 



 

The Spirit Lake United Methodist 

Church Presents: 
     

IN THE SPIRIT                                                                                    

A Celebration of the Season 

 

Sunday, December 14 

2:30 - 4:30 PM 

                                Join us at 

Okoboji Brewing 

Company 

 

Music, Food, Fellowship, 

Kid’s Crafts & Fun! 
 

Featuring Live Music from DAN & KARLA 

Advent 
Through worship and study this Advent, we will ex-
plore the classic Christmas story, The Grinch.  Each 
Sunday of Advent, we will learn how the Grinch’s 
heart grew through the lens of faith and the beauty 
of the Christmas story.   

Then each Sunday of Advent, November 30 and    
December 7, 14, & 21, you are invited to join others 
for a video study in the Fireside Room at 
1pm.  There will be a Zoom option.  This study will 
help us to know that presents, bows, and lights are 
not necessary to celebrate the birth of our Lord and 
Savior, Jesus Christ.  To enhance the study let the 
office know if you would like a copy of the book, The 
Heart That Grew Three Sizes: Finding Faith in the 
Story of the Grinch by Matt Rawle.    

May your heart grow three sizes as we learn together 
the power of the gift of Christmas!! 



NOVEMBER 2025 

 

  

11/ 1     Leah Heimensen  11/18  Bev McGlothlen                       

11/9    Marlin Kness 

11/15   Bill Linder                           11/22   June Bruns 

NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

    Meals on 
Wheels this month 

  
 

   
 

1 All Saints Day 
 

2 
8:30 Traditional 
Worship 
9:30 Coffee Time 
10:30 
Contemporary 
Worship  
11:30 Coffee Time 
3:00 Disciple Study 

3 

 
 
 

4 

Communion at 

Wel-Life 

 

12-12:30 
Devotions & 
Prayer 
 

5 
4:30 Choir 
Practice  
Wonderful 

Wednesday  

5:30 Meal 

5:45 Worship 

6:15 Christian 
Growth 

6 
 
 
 
 
 
5:30 Worship 
Team meeting 

7 

 

8 

 
9:00—11:00 
Looming 

9 
8:30 Traditional 
Worship 
9:30 Coffee Time 
10:30 
Contemporary 
Worship  
11:30 Coffee Time 
3:00 Disciple Study 
                              
    

10 
 
 
6:00 Ministry 
Advisory 
Council (MAC) 
meeting 
 
 
 

11 

 

12-12:30 
Devotions & 
Prayer 
 
 
 
 

12 
4:30 Choir 
Practice  
Wonderful 

Wednesday  

5:30 Meal 

5:45 Worship 

6:15 Christian 
Growth 

13 

 

 
6:00 Bibles & 
Brews 

14 

Communion at 

Keelson Harbour 

& Homestead 

15 
 
 

16 
8:30 Traditional 
Worship 
9:30 Coffee Time 
10:30 
Contemporary 
Worship  
11:30 Coffee Time 
3:00 Disciple Study 
5:00 Youth 
Outreach Event at 
Lake Okoboji UM 
Camp 

17 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

18 

 
12-12:30 
Devotions & 
Prayer 
 
5:30 Education 
Team meeting  
 
 
 
 

19 

4:30 Choir 
Practice  
Wonderful 

Wednesday  

5:30 Meal 

5:45 Worship 

6:15 Christian 

Growth 

20 
 
 
 
6:00 
Stewardship 
Team meeting 

21 

 

 

 

22 

 

 

 

23 
8:30 Traditional Worship 
9:30 Coffee Time 
10:30 Contemporary 
Worship  
11:30 Coffee Time 
3:00 Disciple Study 

________________ 
30 
8:30 Traditional Worship 
9:30 Coffee Time 
10:30 Contemporary 
Worship  
11:30 Coffee Time 
3:00 Disciple Study 

24 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

25 
 
12-12:30 
Devotions & 
Prayer 
 
4:30 Missions 
Team meeting 
 
5:30 Decorate 
For Advent 

26 
4:30 Choir 
Practice  
Wonderful 

Wednesday  

5:45 Worship in 

Sanctuary 

6:15 Meal and 
Spiritual 
Spooktacular in 
the church 

27 
    

28 
 

29 
 
 



Spirit Lake United Methodist Church 
1812 Gary Ave 

Spirit Lake, Iowa 51360 
 
 

Phone: 712-336-3115 
E-mail: office@spiritlakeumc.org 
Website: www.spiritlakeumc.org 

Loving, Connecting, Serving, Growing 

  Church Office Hours 

     Tuesday-Thursday        9:00am—3:00pm 

      


