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Keep reading for all the 

This poster always hung in my classroom when I taught 
school. Since I taught math, these words were appropriate to 
many of my students who found the subject difficult and frustrating. Every so 
often, I would have pep talks especially with the general math students 
because several would struggle and want to give up. So with us being in 
October, seven months after the pandemic began and seven months into a 
new way of living...many of us are frustrated and find times difficult at best. 
So, I say to you...”Hang in there, Baby!!” Even though things change at 
times, I can say to you with confidence, this time will come to an end. So 
hang in there, baby! 
 

The story is told of Nicolo Paganini, who was a well-known and gifted 
nineteenth century violinist and who was also well known as a great 
showman with a quick sense of humor. His most memorable concert was in 
Italy with a full orchestra. He was performing before a packed house and his 

technique was incredible, his tone was fantastic, and his audience dearly loved him. Toward 
the end of his concert, Paganini was astounding his audience with an unbelievable composition 
when suddenly one string on his violin snapped and hung limply from his instrument. Paganini 
frowned briefly, shook his head, and continued to play, improvising beautifully. Then to 
everyone’s surprise, a second string broke. And shortly thereafter, a third. Almost like a 
slapstick comedy, Paganini stood there with three strings dangling from his Stradivarius. But 
instead of leaving the stage, Paganini stood his ground and calmly completed the difficult 
number on the one remaining string. 
 

Hang in there even though at times it can feel like we are living life while the strings are 
breaking. The key is to lean on God and to have hope knowing that tough times will not last 
forever. The author of Hebrews from the tenth chapter verse 23 says this, “Let us hold fast to 
the confession of our hope without wavering, for he who has promised is faithful.” God is 
trustworthy and committed to us. You can count on God to provide for us at all times and in all 
ways. 
 

Norman Vincent Peale said, “You can do amazing things if you have strong faith, deep desire 
and just hang in there.” And, I will add to this, lean on God and God’s people and get involved. 
Being active will help with hanging in there especially when times are tough. This fall we have 
so many opportunities for you to join. Wonderful Wednesday includes a home cooked meal, a 
worship service, Kid’s Club, Jr. and Sr. high youth, a Parenting class, Looming, and soon to 
come a sewing group.  On Sunday afternoons starting October 12 we will come together at 
3pm for the New Testament Disciple Bible Study. Tuesdays at noon is prayer time. You are 
always invited to join the Choir.  They practice on Wednesdays at 4:30pm and sing during the 
8:30am service. Also, look for information about an upcoming bell choir group to start.  Our 
October Sunday worship themes will start with World Communion Sunday and the rest of the 
Sundays of the month will be our stewardship Sundays with a Ministry Fair on October 12, 
Where our Dollar Goes on October 19, and more celebrating on October 19. With God’s help 
our Fall is going to be filled with opportunities, lifting of God’s name, and growing our faith.   
 

So hang in there, baby!! In the moments of blessing and joy having confidence that God is 
holding you and keeping you steady and strong.  
 

                                                    I hold each of you in prayer often!! 
                                                                 In Christ’s love, 
                                                                        Pastor Cindy     



 

Parenting Study meets 
Wednesdays at 6:15 PM 

(During Kids Club)  
August 8, 15 & 22  

 
Disciple Bible 

Study starts October 12. 
8 Week study meets Sundays at 

3PM. 
Sign-up Sheet on Welcome Table in 

the Narthex. 
Books available for purchase $10 

Also available as E-Book on Amazon 

 

New sewing group 

starting 

Wednesday, 

October 8 at 6:30.  

This is a planning meeting so bring your ideas 

and thoughts.  There are many things to be 

done so if you do not know how to sew there 

are other activities you can do.  See you on 

October 8.   

Bibles & Brews – A 
Bible Study with a 

Twist! 
We will not meet 

October 9. 
 

Join us October 23 at 6:00 PM 
 

At OBC (Okoboji Brewing Co) 

Looking for a casual, welcoming space to 

connect with others and grow in faith? 

Bibles & Brews might be just what you’re 

looking for!  

Come as you are and bring a friend! We’d 

love to have you join us for a time of faith, 

fun, and community. 

PLARN 
SLEEPING MATS 
Weaving mats in 
the LOOM ROOM 

 
Wednesday evenings at 6:30 PM, join 
us making Plarn Sleeping Mats. Plarn is 
plastic yarn made out of plastic grocery 

bags. The Sleeping Mats are sent 
internationally and locally. They are 
great for those who need a barrier 

between them and the hard ground. 
They have been sent for disaster relief, 

for the homeless, and for those who 
need temporary sleeping arrangements.  
There are many steps to this process so 
talk to someone from the Missions team 

about how you could help! 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Please let Pastor Cindy 

know if you have an idea 
for meaningful ways to 

connect with one another 
and the community.  

MESSIAH 2025: 

The Spencer Messiah Board 
would like to invite area 

singers of all ages to join us 
for rehearsals for this year’s 
presentation of Selections 

from Handel’s Messiah.  The 
concert will be presented on 

Dec. 7 at 7pm at Sacred 
Heart Catholic Church. Rehearsals will begin 
Oct. 19  at Sacred Heart and continue each 
Sunday at 6pm Singers are encouraged to 

bring their own copies of the music. 
Additional copies will be available for 
purchase at the rehearsals. For more 

information visit their page on Facebook: 
SPENCER MESSIAH.  



MINISTRY TEAM FAIR 

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 12 
IN THE NARTHEX 

Discover Where You Belong! 

 
Have you ever wondered how you might get more involved at Spirit Lake UMC? 
On Sunday, October 12, following each worship service, we invite you to stop 
by our Ministry Fair in the Narthex. 
Each of our ministry teams will have a table set up with information, displays, and 
a friendly representative ready to share about the work they do. From missions 
and hospitality to music, children’s ministry, and beyond—there’s a place for 
everyone to serve and grow. 
This is a great opportunity to learn more about the many ways our church is living 
out its mission of Loving, Connecting, Serving & Growing, and to discover where 
your gifts and passions might connect. Whether you’re looking to join a team, 
explore a new area of service, or simply learn more about what’s happening, there 
will be something for you. 
Come see how you can take the next step in faith, fellowship, and service. We 
look forward to seeing you there!  

 

 

 

 

Our Christian Education Team is 
looking for  donations of Duplo 
Blocks (not LEGOS or Mega 
Blocks) to use in creating fun, 
hands-on nativity sets for our 

Children’s Ministry. Both new and 
gently used Duplo blocks are 

welcome. 
 

If you have some to share, please 
bring them to the church office or 
contact Tammy. Thank you for 
helping us bring the Christmas 
story to life in a creative way for 

our kids! 

DUPLO 

LET'S WORK TOWARDS A STRONG FINISH 

 If you have ever watched or participated in a race, you 
understand the importance of having a strong finish.  In track relay 
races it is common to put a very strong runner on the fourth leg of 
the race.  There are several references in the New Testament of 
comparing our spiritual work as disciples to "running the strong 
race".   

As we enter the last few months of the year, it will be important for 
our successful programs to receive the supporting funding they 
require to achieve their desired impact.  Thanks to everyone for 
your continued support throughout the year, and we look forward 
to having that strong finish.  Several people have expressed a 
desire to better understand the 
overall giving levels of our 
congregation so they can better 
make decisions on their own 
contribution level.  To help make 
those decisions, here is a 
summary of 2024 giving levels 
showing ranges of giving: 

 Gary Jones 
 Stewardship Team  
 

• $10,000 and up            2 
• $5,000 - $9,999          12 
• $2,000 - $4,999          25 
• $1,000 - $1,999          29 
• $500 - $999                24 
• $100 - $499                31 
• $50 - $99                     3 
•     $49 and below             8 



Celebrating Pastor Cindy 
 
October is National Clergy Appreciation Month, and October 
12 is set aside as Pastor Appreciation Day. This is a special 
time to recognize the dedication, service, and faithful 
leadership of our pastors—and here at Spirit Lake United 
Methodist Church, we are especially grateful for Pastor Cindy. 
 
Pastor Cindy is more than just a leader; she is a beloved part of 

our church family. She serves lovingly and selflessly, bringing joy wherever she goes. Her 
leadership style not only guides us but also teaches us how to grow as leaders in our own lives 
of faith. 
 
Her ministry touches every corner of our congregation. Whether she is 
visiting the sick and homebound, actively supporting our youth group, 
or joining in the fun of Vacation Bible School, Pastor Cindy shows us 
what it means to live out God’s call with heart and dedication. She 
gives of herself in both big and small ways, reminding us that no act 
of service is too small when done in love. 
 
On this Pastor Appreciation Day, we give thanks for Pastor Cindy—
for her faith, her guidance, her joy, and her presence among us. We 
are truly blessed to walk this journey of faith with her!  

Thank you for supporting our Adopt-A-Day program! Your gifts help 
keep the lights on and our ministries moving forward. For just $75, you 
can adopt a day in honor, memory, or celebration of someone special. 

Sign up on the calendar and mark your gift “Adopt-a-Day”. 

9/4 - Matthew & Tammy Branum—Lila’s 2nd B-Day 
9/7 - Gary & Judy Jones—Congratulations Tammy 
9/8 - Denny & Nancy Galloway—Jon & Grandson William’s B-Days 
9/10 - Susan Reiter 
9/13 - Doug & Donna Fisher—Granddaughter Elizabeth B-Day 
9/14 - Kent & Mary Johannsen—in memory of Andrea Johannsen 
9/15 - Dave & Jeri Kitzinger—Our Anniversary 
9/16 - Robin Gardner—Derald & Edwina’s Anniversary, Nicoles B-Day 
9/17 - Dave & Carol Larson—Our Anniversary 
9/22 - Sue & Alan Blake—in honor of the new Season! 
9/29 - Jim & Deenie Schuchert—in memory of their son, Todd 
9/30 - Olson Family—in memory of Dad on his B-Day 
10/1 - Brad, Alissa & Griffin Holtz—Brad’s B-Day 
10/5 - Jennifer Tritle-Oitzman—in honor of the Harvest Dinner! 
10/7-10/10 - Bruce & Barb Dougal—in honor of Carl & Sharon Klein 
10/11 - Gaskills—Maci’s 15th B-Day 
10/12 - George & Lori Bower - Max’s B-Day 
10/22 - James & Shari Nordland 
10/29 - Gaskills—Preston’s B-Day 
10/31 - Dan & Karla Oleson Tritle—Happy Fall! 



YOUTH GROUP  
On Wonderful Wednesdays! 

 

WONDERFUL WEDNESDAY 
YOUTH GROUP SCHEDULE 

 

Middle School (Grades 5-8):  
 6:30 - 7:30 PM 

High School (Grades 9-12):  
 7:30 - 8:30 PM 

 

October 1: Bonding Activities at the 

Church 

October 8: Sardines at the Church 

October 15: School gym-Dodgeball 

October 22: NO YOUTH GROUP 

October 29: Youth groups help with 
HAUNTED HALLWAYS 

LOL FOR 
CHRIST  
YOUTH 

COMMUNITY 
OUTREACH 

Join us for inspiring Outreach 
events filled with music, faith & 

fellowship. 
October 19 

November 16 
5:30 - 8:30 PM 

Youth Grades 5-12 
Join us for a meal, short devotion/

worship time & fun activities! 

 October 19 is Glow in 
the Dark Fun! 

Lake Okoboji UM Camp 
21455 Seward St. 

Spirit Lake, IA 51360 

Wonderful Wednesday, 
October 29 

5:45 Worship in the 
Sanctuary 

6:15 - 7:30 PM 
INDOOR (warm and dry) Trick-or

-Treating Haunted Hallways 
A great chance to test drive that Halloween 

costume! 
“Creepy Coffee” served 

at the coffee bar 
Crafts to make and take! 

Taco-in-a-bag meal 
happening in Paige Hall! 



NOVEMBER is our month to help 

with MEALS ON WHEELS . 

Be watching for the signup sheet from the 

Missions Team or call the office to find open 

days that you can deliver! 

Butter Braids are back! 

Purchase your Butter Braids on Sunday 
mornings in the Narthex  until October 20th and will be available for pickup on 
November 4th at Wesley Place. 

The delicious Butter Braid pastries come frozen so you can thaw them over night and bake 
whenever you are ready to serve.  
For questions, call Judy Jones, 719-502-5538.  
They are $16 each, and the proceeds go to Then Feed Just One. Payment by cash or check is due 
when ordering. They are delicious, don't miss out!!  Perfect for holiday gatherings!  

Ingathering Kits  

We will be collecting items in September and 

October for Student and Personal Dignity kits 

that will be delivered on November 

1st.  Please place your donations in the bin 

located in the Narthex.   

 

We hope to see you all at the Harvest Dinner! 
We would like to extend a big, heartfelt thank 
you to all of you for supporting this event for the 
third consecutive year!   

Ingathering - we will continue to collect items 
for the School and Dignity Kits through 
October!    

Upcoming in November and December!  

November is around the 
corner, and the weather is 
starting to cool down! To help 
keep our local school children 
warm, we're gathering mittens, 
hats, and socks for our Mitten 
Tree. If you'd like to contribute, 
please drop your donations in 

the box by the tree in the Missions nook. Your 
kindness truly makes a difference, and we 
appreciate your support immensely.   

November-December: 
Adopt-A-Family for 
Christmas! Our youth will 
be adopting a family to 
provide presents for at 
Christmas! Please support 
our youth by donating to their fund!  

December - Diapers for 

Jesus! We will be collecting 

diapers to donate to local 

organizations throughout the 

month of December! Look 

for the Diaper tree in the 

Missions nook!    



OCTOBER 2025 

 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

1 
4:30 Choir 
Practice  
Wonderful 
Wednesday  
5:30 Meal 
5:45 Worship 
6:15 Christian 
Growth 

2 
 
 
2:00 Women’s 
Bible Study 
 
5:30 Worship 
Team meeting 

3   
 
 
 
 
 
  

4 
 

5  
World Communion 
Sunday 
 
9:30 One Blended 
Worship  

11 AM & 5 PM 
Harvest Dinner 

6:00 Charge 
Conference in 
Spencer 

6 
 
 
11:00 Health & 
Welfare Team 
meeting 

7 
 
Communion at 
Wel-Life 
 
12-12:30 
Devotions & 
Prayer 
 
 
 

8 
4:30 Choir 
Practice  
Wonderful 
Wednesday  
5:30 Meal 
5:45 Worship 
6:15 Christian 
Growth 

9 
 
 
 
 

10 
Communion at 
Keelson Harbour 
& Homestead 

11 
 
 

12 
8:30 Traditional 
Worship 
9:30 Coffee Time 
10:30 
Contemporary 
Worship  
11:30 Coffee Time 
3:00 Disciple Study 
                              
    

13 
 
 
6:00 Ministry 
Advisory 
Council (MAC) 
meeting 
 
 
 
 

14 
 
12-12:30 
Devotions & 
Prayer 
 
 
 
 

15 
4:30 Choir 
Practice  
Wonderful 
Wednesday  
5:30 Meal 
5:45 Worship 
6:15 Christian 
Growth 
 

16 
 
6:00 
Stewardship 
Team meeting 

17 18 
 
 

19  
8:30 Traditional 
Worship 
9:30 Coffee Time 
10:30 
Contemporary 
Worship  
11:30 Coffee Time 
3:00 Disciple Study 
5:00 Youth 
Outreach Event at 
Lake Okoboji UM 
Camp 

20 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

21 
 
12-12:30 
Devotions & 
Prayer 
 
5:30 Education 
Team meeting  
 
 
 
 
 

22 
4:30 Choir 
Practice  
Wonderful 
Wednesday  
5:30 Meal 
5:45 Worship 
6:15 Christian 
Growth 
 
  
 
    

23 
 
 
 
 
6:00 Bibles & 
Brews 

24 
 
 
 

25 
 
 
 

26 
8:30 Traditional 
Worship 
9:30 Coffee Time 
10:30 
Contemporary 
Worship  
11:30 Coffee Time 
3:00 Disciple Study 
 
 
 

27 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

28 
 
12-12:30 
Devotions & 
Prayer 
 
4:30 Missions 
Team meeting 

29 
4:30 Choir 
Practice  
Wonderful 
Wednesday  
5:45 Worship in 
Sanctuary 
6:15 Meal and 
Spiritual 
Spooktacular in 
the church 
 

30 
    

31 
 

 
 
 

10/3     Marvel Wiemers 

10/26   Sharon Kelley  

OCTBER BIRTHDAYS 

OFFICE HOURS MAY VARY IN 
OCTOBER. 

Tammy has shoulder surgery on 
October 2 and will not be in the office for 

most of the month. 
We do have people covering some office 
hours, but please call ahead if you need 

something. 

Wonderful Wednesday 
Christian Growth 

 

6:15 - 7:15 PM Kids Club 
Ages 4-4th Grade 
(3 yr olds welcome 

accompanied by adult) 
 

6:15 - 7:15 PM Adult Studies 
Weaving Group and More! 

 
6:30 - 7:30 MS  Youth Group 

 
7:30 - 8:30 HS  Youth Group 



Spirit Lake United Methodist Church 
1812 Gary Ave 

Spirit Lake, Iowa 51360 
 
 

Phone: 712-336-3115 
E-mail: office@spiritlakeumc.org 
Website: www.spiritlakeumc.org 

Loving, Connecting, Serving, Growing 

 

Harvest Dinner tickets now available!   

Please join us for our 3rd annual Harvest Dinner on October 

5th..  We will serve a delicious meal of roast beef, mashed potatoes 

with gravy, sweet corn, squash, homemade applesauce, roll, pie, and 

a beverage.   

Ticket info: Adults $20, Kids 7-12 $10, Kids 6 and under are free. 

To go orders are available for $20. (Pick up at 12 pm or 5 pm) 

2 seatings 11 am -12 pm and 5 pm.  

Tickets can be purchased on Sunday mornings or by 

sending a Venmo payment to Jennifer Tritle Oitzman 

(handle @Jennifer-Tritle) 

ORDER HERE↓ 

PAY HERE↓ 


