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 Listening to the Spirit:  What a week! 
 

From the blizzard, to Then Feed Just One, to the move announcement,                                                  
to the Town Hall, it was quite the week!  It's Monday morning as I write                                                        
this and I woke up to find so much of the snow had melted down overnight.                                         
More ground is visible around the base of the trees and it feels like such a relief.  I am a 
little tempted to shovel some of the big piles by our driveway onto the cement.  I'm so 
tired of the snow!  The birds are singing and there are rumors of robins in the area.  It 
won't be long and the Rotary car will be through the ice and open water will be covered 
with waterfowl.  I hear people praying for a slow thaw, but also eager for warmer weather. 
 
In my inbox is an email labeled "Conference Moving Policy".  Yikes, they act quickly.  I 
think that will wait until tomorrow.  For today, I want to savor the moments.  The first shift 
at TFJO:  I came over early for my shift, and a group of people had already started pack-
ing.  As first shift got going, we were about 10 people short of having all the stations work-
ing, but still managed to get 20,000 meals packed.  It was a mystery how many people 
would show up because the sign ups had been a little slow.  Folks from the first shift were 
asked to stay a second shift, because we didn't know how many to expect.  Wow, we had 
a crowd come in and the most of the first shift was done for the day!  We packed 42,768 
meals, 200 more than we did in September of '21.  Thank you for your time, your                        
generosity, and your energy.   
 
I came back to Wesley on Saturday night to set up for the Town Hall, and the room was 
completely back to normal!  Wow!  Thank you!  Sunday morning was hard.  Trying to lead 
worship, knowing that it would end with the move announcement was challenging.  On 
Sunday, the focus needs to be on worshipping God together.  There were holy moments 
for me, nudges from God that felt like he was saying, "hang in there."  We gathered                        
Sunday afternoon for the Town Hall.  I loved all the visiting that took place, and the                    
cookies - thanks Judy and Dennis.  It's a heartbreaking season in the denomination.  It is 
a time of many tears for me.  Moments where we are listening and caring for each other 
remind me that the church will endure. 
 
I went home and journaled on Sunday night.  My entry ended with this, "I am thankful not 
every week is as wonderful or as challenging as this one."  Whew, what a week. Thank 
you, church, for showing up for God, for each other, for our world in need.  We made a 
difference!   
 
Pastor Vicki 
 

  

 



Pastor Vicki is moving this summer: 

On February 26, Carol Larson, the SPRC lead, shared the following announcement in worship: 

"I have an official announcement coming from the Bishop of the Iowa Conference of the United Methodist 
Church.  Rev Vicki Fisher has been appointed to serve as the new Pastor of Mt Vernon United Methodist 
Church, effective July 1, 2023. We ask everybody to keep Pastor Vicki and the family in your prayers as 

they transition to Mt Vernon. 

We are also asking everybody to pray for one another as we adapt to the change in our pastoral leader-
ship; and also for the community of Mt Vernon as they look forward to welcoming and establishing new 

relationships with Pastor Vicki. 

Let us also pray for the Bishop, District Superintendent Rev. Michel Lundula, and the entire Cabinet as 
they continue the work of appointing a new pastor for our church and all the churches of the Conference. 

Please know that the District Superintendent will continue to work with our church leaders to prepare the 
transition and a new appointment for our congregation. 

May the Spirit of the Lord and the peace of Christ abide upon us in the name of our Lord and Savior,   
Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Thank you so much." 

What happens next? 

Our District Superintendent, Michel Lundula, has met with our Ministry Advisory Council and created 
a profile of what is needed from the next pastor.  DS Michel, and the Appointive Cabinet will select 

the next pastor using these criteria and introduce that pastor to our MAC.  If that introduction goes 
well, an announcement will be made of your new pastor on a Sunday morning.  Moves typically     
occur in late June. 

What SLUMC  Church Leaders have decided regarding disaffiliation: 

Our local church leaders, the Ministry Advisory Council, passed the following motion at a      

recent meeting, “(We will) provide information (to the congregation) about the current conflict in 

the United Methodist Church at an upcoming meeting. At this time, the MAC does not see a 

benefit in calling for a special church conference to vote on leaving or staying in the              

denomination. Without a church conference we will remain United Methodist.”  The MAC is the 

only entity in the church with the power to call a special church conference for the sake of    

voting on staying or leaving the denomination.  

Does our church have to vote?  No. A vote is not needed to remain United Methodist.  

My hope as your pastor is that we would continue to focus on the mission of making disciples 

and making a difference.   

Fears and Reality:  Occasionally someone will promote a fear that the denomination is 

going to become extremely progressive in the coming years.  With about 10-15% of our most 
conservative congregations expected to leave worldwide, there will be a small impact. A very 
tiny number of progressive churches have left or are expected to leave.  However, the          
denomination is experiencing the most growth in places of the world that tend to be conserva-
tive, like Nigeria and the Philippines.  The best indicator of what the UMC will look like after this 
season of division is found in our ELCA and PCUSA neighbors.  They’ve gone through this 

process.  The churches that were more conservative before, are about the same.  They still 
have local control over which weddings they will host and which curriculum they will use. 
Those that were more progressive, are hosting same sex weddings without fear their pastor 
will be removed from ministry.   



Consider Adopt A Day! For a suggested donation of 
$50 you choose a day to adopt in memory or in honor of a 
loved one. Adopt- A- Day funds are used to meet the budget 
needs of the church. Sign up in the Narthex or call the office  
(336-3115) today to adopt a day! 

God may give us a pot of 
gold, but this month we are 
just asking for your church          
offerings! 

Thank you for giving 
online, through the mail, in 
the drop box, or in the    
offering plate.  Blessings! 

 

     Do you need a Pastoral visit?   

 Pastor Vicki is always glad to call and 
make visits. Please contact the church  

(712)336-3115 or call her cell phone                     
                                          (712) 563-6094  

Help Send Our Youth to Camp! 

Special Lenten/Easter Offering 

Several years ago, we as a church made the decision to pay for each 

of our SLUMC kids to attend one of our Iowa United Methodist 

camps. Thanks to your extravagant generosity, we have been able to 

increase the number of kids we send to camp almost every year! 

Wow! We would like to increase that number again this year. We will 

pay 100% of the basic cost for one session camp for each of 

our kids that are active in one of our youth programs 

(Sunday School, Kids Club, Confirmation, Youth Group).      

If you are able, please donate what you can to our local church camp fund. 

Your donations allow each child to attend one session of camp at a United 

Methodist Camp.  Donations should be placed in the yellow Easter envelopes 

or clearly marked on your check or online giving. 

March 5 has been designated as CAMP SUNDAY. Camp Staff from the Lake Okoboji 

United Methodist Camp will be here to share all about camp and answer any questions 

you may have! We ask everyone to prayerfully consider donating to help us send our 

Spirit Lake United Methodist Church Children & Youth to camp this year!  



April 2nd, Palm Sunday, during Sunday School, our   

PreK-4th grade children will enjoy an Easter Egg Hunt                                                                         

The congregation is invited to donate candy for 

this event. Please make sure candy is individually 

wrapped and small enough to fit in a plastic egg.  

Candy may be dropped off at the main office by 

March 26.     Thank you! 

Easter Egg Hunt 

Quiet Fund: 

The Church has a fund to 
help  individuals and families 
who are in need. If you need 
food or other assistance, 
please contact the church.   

  ***KIDS***KIDS***KIDS*** 
 

Plan to be at our Family Worship

(10:30) on April 2 

PROCESS WAVING PALM 

BRANCHES 

We look forward to your 

participation in worship 

Lenten Sermon Series began February 26:  

    “Savior: What the Bible Says About the Cross” 

During Lent we will turn our eyes to the cross.  Why did Jesus die?  What did his death mean?  

What did his death accomplish?  What hope is there in the cross?   

Pastor Vicki will be using the book by Magrey DeVega as a resource in this series.  There are 

a few copies for purchase in the Narthex and you can buy them on line from a variety of 
sources. 

Palms and potluck 

04   02  23 

     PALM SUNDAY WORSHIP 

            Sunday school /coffee 

hour at 9:30am                                                   

                  One worship service      

             at 10:30am 

POTLUCK meal at Wesley Place at 11:30am 

        Meat and potatoes are provided.                                                    
            Bring your favorite side dish to share 

Holy Thursday Service                                        

April 6—6:30pm 

Good Friday Service                                      

April 7—6:30pm 

Easter Sunday is April 9—                  

8:30/10:30 

 

Save the date – Confirmation Sunday:                              
April 16, 10:30 

Please plan to join us as we celebrate a 
number of young people who are ready to 
confess their faith and join the church.  



 

 

 

 

STELLAR 

SHINE JESUS’ LIGHT 

June  13, 14 &15 

9:00 AM—1:00 PM 

Join us for a 3-Day 

Vacation Bible School event 

as we Shine a Light on Jesus’ Love! 

Kid’s will explore God’s Word through Stellar 
Bible Adventures that are sure to launch them on 

a cosmic quest where they’ll have a blast 
learning how to shine Jesus’ light into the world. 
Stellar VBS rockets kids on an out-of-this-world 
adventure worth light years of faith-building fun! 

VBS is for kids age 3 to Grade 6 (5th & 6th Graders will be 
Jr. Crew Leaders but will still need to register.)  

Volunteers, Children and Youth will need to bring a Sack 
Lunch! 

**Volunteers Needed** 

Have you been looking for a way to get more involved in 

our church? Do you love Jesus? Do you like to have 

fun? Do you want to get to know our children & youth 

better? VBS is a great way to get connected! Please 

contact Tammy Branum if you are interested in  

volunteering for VBS. More information will be available 

soon on other ways you can help. 

**Before & After care for children may be offered if needed. 

Times to be determined by need.** 

Registration will be open soon. 
More information to come in future communications!  

Serving at the     

Banquet in                  

Sioux Falls 

Our Missions Team in 

conjunction with the    

Presbyterian Church will, 

once again, be serving a 

hot meal to those in need. 

This year’s date is        

Saturday, April 1. 

More information will be 

available in your bulletin 

and a signup                                    

in the Narthex. 

Mark your calendar 

for Thursdays at 2:00 

from April 13-May 11 



MARCH 2023 

 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

  

 

 

 

 

 
 

  

 
 

 

1 

 

 

 

5:00 choir 

5:30 Wonderful 

Wednesday meal     

6:00 Kid’s Club, 

Confirmation, youth 

activities 

2 
 

 

 

 

 

3 
   
 

 

   

4 

 

 

 
 

 

5 LENT  

Camp Highlights 

8:30 Traditional 

Worship  

9:30 Sunday 

School/Coffee Time 

10:30 

Contemporary 

Worship 

11:30 Coffee Time 

 

6 
Tammy is gone 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6:30 Disciple III 

Class 

 

7 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6:00  pm Ministry 
Advisory Committee 
(MAC)   

8 
 
 
 
 
 
5:00 choir 

5:30 Wonderful 

Wednesday meal     

6:00 Kid’s Club, 

Confirmation, youth 

activities 

9 

 

 
 

 
 

    

10 

 

 

11 

 
 
 
 

12 LENT  

Pastor Vicki is gone 

Tammy preaches 

8:30 Traditional 

Worship 

9:30 Sunday 

School/Coffee Time 

10:30 

Contemporary 

Worship 

11:30 Coffee Time 

 

13 
Pastor Vicki 
gone 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 

14 

Pastor Vicki gone  
 
 
 
 
 

15    
Pastor Vicki gone  
 

 

 

 

5:00 choir 

5:30 Wonderful 

Wednesday meal     

6:00 Kid’s Club, 

Confirmation, youth 

activities 

16 
Pastor Vicki 
gone  

17    

  
18 

 
 

 

 

19 LENT  

Tammy is gone 

8:30 Traditional 

Worship  

9:30 Sunday 

School/Coffee Time 

10:30 

Contemporary 

Worship 

11:30 Coffee Time 

 

20 

 

 

 
 
6:30 Disciple III 

Class 

21 
 

 
 
 
5:30 pm Education  

 

 
 

22 
 

 

 

 

5:00 choir 

5:30 Wonderful 

Wednesday meal     

6:00 Kid’s Club, 

Confirmation, youth 

activities 

23 
 

  

24 
 

 

25 

 

 

26 LENT  

8:30 Traditional 

Worship  

9:30 Sunday 

School/Coffee Time 

10:30 

Contemporary 

Worship 

11:30 Coffee Time 

 

27 

 
 

 

 

6:30 Disciple III 

Class 

28 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5:30 pm Missions  

29 

 

 

 

5:00 choir 

5:30 Wonderful 

Wednesday meal     

6:00 Kid’s Club, 

Confirmation, youth 

activities 

30 

 
31 

 

 

 

       

  

3/3  Peggy Egertson   3/7  Maggie McDaniel        
3/9  Joyce Krull           3/10 Joan Pomerenke     
3/24  Deloris Heide     3/28 Sharol Anderson  

 

March BIRTHDAYS 



Spirit Lake United Methodist Church 
1812 Gary Ave 

Spirit Lake, Iowa 51360 
 
 

Phone: 712-336-3115 
E-mail: office@spiritlakeumc.org 
Website: www.spiritlakeumc.org 

Making Disciples, Making a Difference! 

    Church Office Hours 

       Monday-Thursday         9:30-noon/1:00-3:00 

       Friday                            9:00-noon 


