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Listening to the Spirit:   

All the Small Beautiful Things 

It’s been a lovely season with all the hoarfrost and rime ice         

decorating our trees, our cars, and our phone lines.  At the Fisher 

house, we have three drivers and more cars than garage space, 

which means someone has to scrape windows every day.  About a 

week ago, the hoarfrost was decorating the window trim, and I had 

to stop and take a few pictures.  Water crystals can be so amazingly 

complex close up!  From a distance, it’s the trim on the trees, and 

the piles of snow along the streets.  Close up are billions of snow-

flakes and ice crystals.  Close up, there is beauty. 

I believe in small graces, moments when God whispers his care through people, music, or      

nature.  Ordinary moments with small beauty.  From the stranger who was patient with me when 

I lost track of whose turn it was by Wal-Mart, to the song that keeps playing on 89.9 reminding 

me that God is just getting started, to the person who shared how God spoke in worship.  Small 

moments of delicate beauty, if I care to notice. 

Mother Teresa said, “Not all of us can do great things, but we can do small things with great 

love.”  It’s easy to get bogged down in all that we cannot do, all the problems we cannot fix.    

Remember, though, that small kindnesses matter.  Timely acts of compassion change lives.  

Simply listening to someone, is beautiful.  I believe in a great God who uses small things.  Look 

at how much he gets done with the tiny, delicate snowflakes! 

 

May you share moments of small beauty, 

Pastor Vicki 

February Sermon Series 

Methodists: Who are we and What do We Believe? 

Our first three Sundays in February will focus on some of the things that are distinctive about 
the Methodist movement:  grace, personal and social Holiness, connection, and making         
disciples.   Join us as we remember who we are. 



 

Lent begins with an Ash Wednesday meal and Worship  

February 22 

Lent is the 40 days before Easter that has traditionally been a season of 

reflection and self-examination.  We will begin this season with sharing a 

chicken dinner meal at 5:30 and family friendly worship at 6:30.  The     

imposition of ashes on the forehead or hand will be offered for all who 

care to receive.   

Lenten Study:  Savior: What the Bible Says About the Cross 

Join us as we explore why Jesus died on the cross and how it brings us salvation.  We will 

be using the book by Magrey DeVega.  Cost is $16 and Pastor Vicki is leading these  

studies at two different times:   

   * Sunday nights at 7 p.m. beginning February 26 

  * Wednesday mornings in March at 11am                                                                                          

with optional lunch fellowship at a local café to follow. 

Please sign up in advance by calling 336-3115. 

 

Lenten Sermon Series : “Savior: What the Bible Says About the 

Cross” begins February 26 

During Lent we will turn our eyes to the cross.  Why did 

Jesus die?  What did his death mean?  What did his 

death accomplish?  What hope is there in the cross?  

Pastor Vicki will be using the book by Magrey DeVega 

as a resource in this series.  We will not be ordering 

copies for purchase, but you can buy them on line from 

a variety of sources. 

                                                            
          Please consider supporting our church or one of 
several special missions projects through our giving      
portal.  You can give to the budget or to many causes like 

Then Feed Just One, The Back Pack Program for hungry 
children, or The Quiet Fund for neighbors in need all 

through our giving portal:  https://tinyurl.com/UMGive  .  You may also mail them to 1812 
Gary Avenue, Spirit Lake, 51360, or use the drop box by the southwest entrance! 

 

https://tinyurl.com/UMGive


Prayer Requests: Please help us help you 
by calling the office at 712.336.3115 with           
prayer requests, updates, or visit requests.  
You can also email office@spiritlakeumc.org.   

If you have a friend in church going through a 
hard time, please ask them if it's okay to share 

the information with the church.  We will not 
share personal information without permission 
from the individual or family  member.   

Our weather policy:  If the school closes on a Wednesday, our 

activities for that day are cancelled.  For Sunday worship, we will 
email cancellations of the 8:30 service around 7 p.m. Saturday 
night.  These will also be on KUOO, Explore Okoboji, and sent via 
text (if we have your current cell phone number.)  10:30 worship:  

check your email and cell phone before coming on Sunday. 

Even if you don’t 

have Facebook, you 

can use this link to 

view all services we 

livestream at church. 

https://

tinyurl.com/go-

to-worship  

Quiet Fund: 

The Spirit Lake 
United Methodist 

Church has a fund 
to help individuals 
and families who 

are in need. If you 
need food, please 
contact the church.  

Thanks for your 
support of the              

quiet fund. 

   M  I  N  I  S  T  R  Y        A  D  V  I  S  O  R  Y    C  O  U  N  C  I  L—(MAC) 

2023 marks a change in leadership on our                                                       
   Ministry Advisory Council (M.A.C.). 

Church leaders are appointed to our Board for a term of three years.  These are staggered terms 
which allow rotation of members while maintaining a core group from year to year. To begin the 
new year, we say “Thank you!” to the leaders rotating off the Board.  They are Dennis Galloway, 
Bill Grice, and John Sandison  

New to the Ministry Advisory Council are Brad Holtz, Marilyn Reno, and Robin Gardner  - 
“Welcome!” 

As leaders change, so can the roles they hold on M.A.C.  For 2023, the members are serving in 
these ways: 

 Chair: Barb Erlandson    Recorder:  Rob Cunningham    

Trustee Specialists:  Rob Cunningham and Brad Holtz  

Finance Specialists: Barb Erlandson  

Staff-Parish Relations Specialists: Carol Larson and Jill Longest     

Ministry Team Specialists: Caroline Tritle and Lori Bower 

Please pray for our leaders and the work they do.   
Also check out a few photos on the next page to help connect names and faces! 

 

You’ll notice that you do not see Staff names listed.  Pastor Vicki, Tammy Branum and Donna 
Fisher have been a part of the Ministry Advisory Council.  Their voices as staff members are      
encouraged.  However, they do not hold a position or have a vote on the Board. 

Others that are connected to leadership are our Ministry Teams.  The Teams are strongly 
connected to the Ministry Team Specialists and either make suggestions to them or carry 
out the activities, events and projects of the church. 

M.A.C. meets once a month as a large group and sometimes more often in smaller work 
groups.  The goals on which our leaders are focused this year are listed on the next page. 



2023 Goals: 
 

 Expand our committed volunteer base by 25 people who are 
active at least once a month.   

 To build Spiritual depth. (Add new small groups, new leaders, 
new ways to learn and connect.)  

 Building healthy levels of Sunday participation and giving. 

Then Feed Just One is a special missions event for our church.                                                          
This year’s packing event will be held on Saturday, February 25.  

We will pack food in two shifts that morning; needing 73 people per shift! 

We also need 3 people to help unload and set up at 7am (need to be able to lift 50 lbs)                                          
and 5 people who can help clean up and reload the trailer                                                                       

after the  last shift is done-around noon. 

Please sign up in the Narthex or through the Sign Up Genius link                                                             
Thanks to you, we can make a difference to those with food insecurity in Uruguay! 

 

Barb Erlandson 

Rob Cunningham 

Brad Holtz 

Jill Longest 

Carol Larson 

Marilyn Reno 

   Robin Garner 

Caroline Tritle Lori Bower 



All Church Informational Town Hall:  February 26, 2 -3 p.m. 

Pastor Vicki will be sharing about what is happening in the denomination.  She will talk about 

the current denominational conflict and about reasons to stay United Methodist.  Bring your 

questions!  Our Ministry Advisory Council members will be present and ready to listen.  

Our local church leaders, the Ministry Advisory Council, passed the following motion at a      

recent meeting, “(We will) provide information (to the congregation) about the current conflict 

in the United Methodist Church at an upcoming meeting. At this time, the MAC does not see a 

benefit in calling for a special church conference to vote on leaving or staying in the denomina-

tion. Without a church conference we will remain United Methodist.”  The MAC is the only     

entity in the church with the power to call a special church conference for the sake of voting on 

staying or leaving the denomination.  

Does our church have to vote?  No. A vote is not needed to remain United Methodist.  

My hope as your pastor is that we would continue to focus on the mission of making disciples 

and making a difference.   

Fears and Reality:  Occasionally someone will promote a fear that the denomination is 

going to become extremely progressive in the coming years.  With about 10-20% of our most 

conservative congregations expected to leave worldwide, there will be a small impact. A very 

tiny number of progressive churches have left or are expected to leave.  However, the denomi-

nation is experiencing the most growth in places of the world that tend to be conservative, like 

Nigeria and the Philippines.  The best indicator of what the UMC will look like after this season 

of division is found in our ELCA and PCUSA neighbors.  They’ve gone through this process.  

The churches that were more conservative before, are about the same.  They still have local 

control over which weddings they will host and which curriculum they will use. Those that were 

more progressive, are hosting same sex weddings without fear their pastor will be removed 

from ministry.   

I know you have a lot of questions, so please make time to join us.   

Do you knit, crochet or sew?  We could use 

your skills in the creation of baby blankets!  

Since a blanket is given at baptism, we have 

gone through many this past  year.   

                        If you can help us replenish the  

                        church supply, please bring   

                        completed crib or lap-size                    

                        blankets to the church office.     

                        Thank you for providing this               

                        keepsake and special blessing  

                        to the youngest in our                        

                        congregation. 

                         

Plan to join us at Wesley 

Place on February 22 for a 

catered chicken dinner.     

After our 5:30 meal, we will 

gather in the sanctuary for 

the Ash Wednesday service 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

    
 
 

1 
 

5:00 Choir  
 

5:30 Wonderful 
Wednesday 
Meal 
6:00 Kids Club, 
Confirmation 
and Youth 
Activities 

2 

 

12:00 

Kiwanis 

 

 

  

3 

 

4 
 

 

5   Communion 

8:30 Traditional 

Worship 

9:30 Sunday 

School for All /

Coffee Time  

10:30 Modern 

Worship  

11:30 Coffee Time 

 
 

6    

11:00 Health 

& Welfare 
 

 

 

 
 

6:30 Disciple 
III Class 

7 

Communion at 
Wel-Life w/ 
Lois  
 
 
6:00 Ministry 
Advisory 
Council (MAC) 
 
 

 
 

8 
 

5:00 Choir  
 

5:30 Wonderful 
Wednesday 
Meal 
6:00 Kids Club, 
Confirmation 
and Youth 
Activities 
 

6:15 Hospitality 

9 
 
12:00 

Kiwanis 

 

10 
Communion at 
Keelson 
Harbour w/ 
Caroline  
 
 

 

 

11 
 
 
 

12 

8:30 Traditional 

Worship  

9:30 Sunday 
School for All /
Coffee Time  
10:30 Modern 

Worship  

11:30 Coffee Time 

and pack up 

13 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

6:30 Disciple 
III Class 
 

14 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

15 

 

5:00 Choir  
 

5:30 Wonderful 
Wednesday 
Meal 
6:00 Kids Club, 
Confirmation 
and Youth 
Activities 
 

16 

 

12:00 

Kiwanis 

 

 

 

 

17 

 

18 

 
  

19 

8:30 Traditional 

Worship  

9:30 Sunday 
School for All /
Coffee Time 
10:30 Modern 

Worship  

11:30 Coffee Time 

 

20 
 
 

 

 

 
6:30 Disciple 
III Class 
 

21 

 

 

 

 

5:30 Education 

22 

5:00 Choir     

5:30 Ash 
Wednesday 
Chicken Dinner 
6:30 ASH 
WEDNESDAY 
SERVICE 

 

 

23 

 

 

12:00 

Kiwanis 

 

24 
 

 
25 

Then Feed 

Just One 

26 

8:30 Traditional 

Worship 

 9:30 Sunday 
School for All /
Coffee Time  
10:30 Modern 

Worship  

11:30 Coffee Time 

2:00 Town Hall  

7:00 Lenten Study 

with Pastor 

 

27 
 
 

6:30 Disciple 
III Class 

28 
  
 

5:30 Missions 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

2/3    Peggy Jones          2/21    Bonnie Hawes   

2/13   Audrey Allen        2/26    Roger Jones,                                                           

2/14   Gene Fales                       Raeburn Louscher              

2/16   Elsie Wetzeler  

2/19   Doris Hausmann  
80+ years 



Spirit Lake United Methodist Church 
1812 Gary Ave 

Spirit Lake, Iowa 51360 
 
 

Phone: 712-336-3115 
E-mail: office@spiritlakeumc.org 
Website: www.spiritlakeumc.org 

Making Disciples, Making a Difference! 

  Church Office Hours 

     Monday-Thursday     9:00-3:00 


