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Listening to the Spirit:  Saved by Grace        
                                                                      
 I was reading through Acts 15 again in preparation for my message on                                                      
October 30th. This story unfolds before they had any scroll of the Gospels and before they 
had the letters of Paul. It's an incredible moment in the early church, where they decided that 
the non-Jews who were coming to Jesus did not need to follow most of the Jewish law. They 
saw the fruit of these new converts. They saw evidence of the Holy Spirit in their lives, and 
they believed.  

 
 In verse 11, Peter says, "On the contrary, we believe that we will be saved through the 

grace of the Lord Jesus, just as they will."  Peter, who had lived all his life as a faithful Jew, 
proclaims that his faithfulness is not what provides his salvation.  Salvation is and will be by 
the grace of Jesus. 

 
The centrality of the teaching of grace was what drew me to the United Methodist 

Church. That God's grace was reaching to me before I ever cared. That God's grace is what 
justifies me and makes me blameless in God's eyes. That it is God's grace that enables me to 
grow in faith and in the fruit of the Spirit. Jewish Christians, who had worked to follow the law 
of Moses all of their lives, looked at Gentile Christians and said, "On the contrary, we believe 
that we will be saved through the grace of the Lord Jesus, just as they will."   Not by following 
all the rules. But by the grace of Jesus.  The early church would continue to fight about this 
and this question of “how are we saved?” would be addressed repeatedly in the Paul’s     
epistles.  

 
This was a radical step by the early church. It takes my breath away to think of what 

these lifelong Jews thought and felt as they validated that non-Jews were being welcomed 
into God's work without turning to Judaism. The Jewish messiah, Jesus, was saving         
everyone and anyone. 

 
Another central teaching in Methodism is personal and social holiness.  To grow in 

God’s grace and believe that God calls us ever deeper into love.  To work for a more loving 
and just world that reflects the generous kingdom of God.  But we are clear, salvation is a gift 
from God.  It comes not from living a certain life or meeting certain expectations.  Salvation is 
a gift.   
 
Thanks be to God for his indescribable gift! 

 

A special THANKS to all 

who signed up to                                  

deliver Meals on Wheels                    

in November. 



Prayer Requests: Please help us help you by calling or emailing the office with prayer 
requests, updates, or visit requests 336-3115, or email office@spiritlakeumc.org.   

All Saints Sunday:  November 6 

The first Sunday of November is a day of remembrance.  We remember those who 
passed away in the last 12 months—both church members and those whose services 
we held here.  Each name will be read aloud and a candle lit for all.  We will also    
remember Jesus and His sacrifice for us by celebrating communion on November 6, 
as well.  

Renewal of Membership Vows and Consecration Sunday 

On November 20, we will celebrate Consecration Sunday and renew our church membership 

vows.  During this service, everyone who is a part of the church is invited to make a faith promise to 

the church budget for the coming year.   This step of faith will not result in you being “billed”, but it is 

important in our faith journeys.  Filling out a faith promise is an act of obedience to how God is calling 

you to give of your income.  Some of you will take this important step for the very first time!  I can’t 

wait to hear how God works through our gifts in 2023! 

Every Member of our church has been baptized and at some point, has made public profession of the 

following: 

1. To renounce the spiritual forces of wickedness, reject the evil powers of the world, and repent 

of their sin; 

2. To accept the freedom and power God gives them to resist evil, injustice, and oppression; 

3. To confess Jesus Christ as Savior, put their whole trust in his grace, and promise to serve him 

as their Lord; 

4. To remain faithful members of Christ’s holy church and serve as Christ’s representatives in 

the world; 

5. To be loyal to Christ through The United Methodist Church and do all in their power to 

strengthen its ministries; 

6. To faithfully participate in its ministries by their prayers, their presence, their gifts, their   

service, and their witness; 

7. To receive and profess the Christian faith as contained in the Scriptures of the Old and New 

Testaments. 

 
We will renew these vows as a congregation on Sunday, November 20.   

Daylight Savings Time ends on November 6.                                  

Be sure to set your clocks back on Saturday before going to 

bed.  See you on time for worship on Sunday!  



Advent begins November 27 
This year, our sermon theme throughout Advent is “Advent Conspiracy.”  It is based 

on the book by Rick McKinley, Chris Seay, and Greg Holder.  The authors encourage 

us to spend less and receive more as we make Christmas meaningful 

again. 

For just $7 you can get a copy of the book for more background to 

Pastor Vicki’s sermons which will remind us of the joyous celebration 

of Jesus’ birth rather than the retail circus that depletes our pocket-

books and our spirits.  Books are available in the Narthex or by call-

ing the church office. 

 12 members of various church Ministry Teams attended the MINISTRY MINGLE on Saturday, 

October 29.  This was a time to encourage their good work and planning and to take a look ahead to 

projects and activities for 2023. A “master calendar” will soon be available! 

 Our Spiritual Spooktacular was a 
smashing success 



 

Help fill our box in the Narthex with 

stocking hats, mittens, gloves and socks.                                         

They will be taken to the school nurse and 

given to children who need 

them.  

November is Food Pantry Month! 

Bring your non-perishable food 

items to fill the grocery cart in 

the Narthex. Items will be 

donated to Upper Des Moines 

and Spirit of Life Church! 

No one should ever have to go to bed hungry! 

Volunteers Needed  

 Two WEDNESDAY Evenings!  

The Church Family (those adults not already involved in Kid’s 

Club or Confirmation) is invited Wednesday, November 9 and 

again on Wednesday, November 16 to make Nativity Sets                                                            

as gifts for our children and youth. 

This year’s stick puppet design is part of a long-standing tradition of giving a                          

Nativity Set to each child in our church.   

Won’t you help create these meaningful gifts right after the Wonderful Wednesday meals?  

               

Every week has one and every week we celebrate Wednesday at 

SLUMC.  If you haven’t come for a meal or Kid’s Club/Youth Activi-

ties, it is not too late. Wednesday is happening this week, too! 

                                                    5:30 free meal at Wesley Place 

                                                   6:00-7:00 Kid’s Club/Youth Activities/           

                                                                    and Confirmation 

Mark your calendar!   December 11 is our Children’s Christmas 

Program during the 10:30 service. 



Adopt a day in November or 
for the upcoming holidays 

For a suggested donation of $50,  
you choose a day to adopt in 
memory or in honor of a loved one. 
We will note days adopted in the 
bulletin.  Adopt-A-Day funds are 
used to meet the budget needs of 
the church, except during the occa-
sional special project! Sign up in 
the Narthex or call the office today 
(712.336.3115) to adopt a day. 

 

No Wonderful Wednesday 

November 23 

No Sunday School                            

November 27 

No Wonderful Wednesday December 21 & 28 

CHRISTMAS and NEW YEAR’S DAY both fall 

on Sundays this year!  We will have one service 

only on each of those days.   

We’re a Little Behind this Fall! 

Your faithfulness and generosity in giving are needed to help keep us “covered”.   

A lot of people are good at following Jesus with their prayers, presence, and service.  
However, most struggle sharing their financial gifts and witnessing.  How will you say 
“yes” to following Jesus, to believing in the ministry of our church?  How will you invite 
a friend or a neighbor?  Thanks for your generosity! 

Our Women’s Bible Study Group is gathering once again!  

    Thursdays at 2:00 PM  

This fall’s study is called: 

A Better Way: How Jesus’ Life Guides Us to 

Peace in a World That Steals our Sanity                    
(a study on the Book of Matthew) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Contact Tammy for details about an optional study guide 

and app for your phone. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

How about kicking off the holidays with 

a concert here at the church?  It will be a 

great event to invite others to attend..                                        

More details to come!! 

Quiet Fund: 

The Spirit Lake United Methodist Church has a fund to 
help individuals and families who are in need. If you need 
food, please contact the church.  Thanks for your support 

of the quiet fund. 
                 NOVEMBER 24 



NOVEMBER 2021 

 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 

SLUMC delivers 

Meals on Wheels 

for the month of 

November.   

Schedules are in 

the Narthex and 

church office 

 

 

 

 

1 
Communion at 
Wel-Life with Lois 
 
 
 
 

    
 
 

2 

 

 

 

5:00 Choir 

Practice  

5:30 Wonderful 
Wednesday 
meal 
6:00 Kid’s Club, 
youth & 
Confirmation 

3 
 

12:00 

Kiwanis 

2:00 

Women’s 

Bible Study 

w/ Tammy 

 
 

4 
 

Communion at 
Keelson Harbour 
with Caroline 
 

 

 

  

5 
 

 

6  Communion     

 All Saints 

Sunday 

8:30 Traditional 

Worship 

9:30 SUNDAY 

SCHOOL /Coffee 

Time 

10:30 Modern 

Worship  

11:30 Coffee Time 

7 
 

     

 
 

 

 

 

6:30 Disciple 

II class 
 

8 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
6:00 Ministry 
Advisory Council 

9 
 

 

5:00 Choir 

Practice  

5:30 Wonderful 
Wednesday 
meal 
6:00 Kid’s Club, 
youth & 
Confirmation 

10 

 
12:00 

Kiwanis 

2:00 

Women’s 

Bible Study 

w/ Tammy 

11 
 

 

 

12 
 
 
 

13 

8:30 Traditional 

Worship  

9:30 SUNDAY 

SCHOOL / Coffee 

Time 

10:30 Modern 

Worship  

11:30 Coffee Time 

14 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

6:30 Disciple 

II class 
 

15 

 
 
 
 
 
5:30  Education 

16 

 
 

 

5:00 Choir 

Practice  

5:30 Wonderful 
Wednesday 
meal 
6:00 Kid’s Club, 
youth & 
Confirmation 

17 

12:00 

Kiwanis 

2:00 

Women’s 

Bible Study 

w/ Tammy 

 

 

18 

 

19 

 
  

20 Consecration 

Sunday 

8:30 Traditional 

Worship  

9:30 SUNDAY 

SCHOOL / Coffee 

Time 

10:30 Modern 

Worship  

11:30 Coffee Time 

1:30—4H Meeting 

21 
 
 

 

 
 

 

6:30 Disciple 

II class 
 

 

22 
 

 
 
 
 
 
5:30  Missions 

 
 
 

23 

 
 

    (No church    

    activities) 

 

 

 
 

 
  

24 

 

 

     Happy 

Thanksgiving 

25 

 
 

 

Church office 

closed 
 
 

 

26 
 

27 Advent Begins 

8:30 Traditional 

Worship 

 9:30 SUNDAY 
SCHOOL / Coffee 
Time 
10:30 Modern 

Worship  

11:30 Decorate the 

Church 

28 
 
 
 
 

 
 

6:30 Disciple 

II class 

29 
 
 
 

30 

5:00 Choir 

Practice  

5:30 Wonderful 
Wednesday 
meal 
6:00 Kid’s Club, 
youth & 
Confirmation 
 

  

 

 

  

11/ 1    Leah Heimensen                 11/9     Marlin Kness                                   

11/16   Erv Krull                                11/18    Bev McGlothlen 

11/22   June Bruns                      11/29   Pat Kannenberg 

NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS 



Spirit Lake United Methodist Church 
1812 Gary Ave 

Spirit Lake, Iowa 51360 
 
 

Phone: 712-336-3115 
E-mail: office@spiritlakeumc.org 
Website: www.spiritlakeumc.org 

Making Disciples, Making a Difference! 

  Church Office Hours 

     Monday-Thursday        9:00am—3:00pm 

      


