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Listening to the Spirit:  All Things New 

 Last year I heard the song by Big Daddy Weave, “All Things New”, for the first time.  It 

was one of those, sit in the parking lot until this song is done, moments.  I was filled with long-

ing.  For God to reboot this church after our hard losses.  To get past this pandemic.  To return 

to a place where the love of God draws us together, in spite of our differences.  I was longing 

for a healing from grief and for help in some challenging circumstances. Then this song came 

on reminding me of scripture: 

“Don’t remember the prior things; don’t ponder ancient history. 

Look! I’m doing a new thing; now it sprouts up; don’t you recognize it? 

I’m making a way in the desert, paths in the wilderness.” (Isaiah 43:18-19)  
 

“He will wipe away every tear from their eyes. Death will be no more. There will be no 

mourning, crying, or pain anymore, for the former things have passed away.” 
 
Then the 

one seated on the throne said, “Look! I’m making all things new.”” (Rev. 21:4-5) 

“So then, if anyone is in Christ, that person is part of the new creation. The old things 

have gone away, and look, new things have arrived!” (2 Cor. 5:17) 

The refrain of the song includes this prayer, “God of mercy and love, do what only you 

can do, and make all things new!”  I have found myself praying these words, over and over 

again.  I believe in this church.  I’ve seen glimmers of hope and instances of amazing dedica-

tion.  I’ve seen lives reached and new leaders emerge.  But it feels like an uphill ride.  It feels 

like something only God can do.  

 There will be a day when we see 30 kids up front for the Children’s Time.   God can 

bless our work, and we can grow.  There will be a day when finances are something we cele-

brate at MAC meetings, rather than an occasion for worry.  God can create generous hearts.  

There will be a day when we have to turn people away from being ushers, greeters, and fellow-

ship hosts.  People will be so excited to be a part of what God is doing here, they will be calling 

asking how they can help.  Sounds incredible, doesn’t it?  It sounds like something God can do.  

 Until that day, we do our best to be our answers to prayers.  If we long for peace, do we 

work for it?  If we long for growth, do we reach out?  If we long for new disciples, are we willing 
to welcome them?  Workers are needed, and for that I pray God gently, persistently nudges 
hearts.  Oh God, make all things new, beginning with me! 



January Sermons 
January 2: “Epiphany Sunday:  Taking Another Way 
 Isaiah 60:1-6, Matthew 2:1-12                                        
 Communion 
 

January 9:  “Reflections on 2021 and Hopes for 2022” 
 Revelation 21: 1-5, Isaiah 43:16-21 
 Healing service:  Anointing with oil will be offered. 
Are you carrying heaviness and fear into the New Year?  Is there uncertainty in your life, or strife 
in your spirit?  During this special service, there will be a time to be prayed over and anointed with 
oil if desired.  Those praying and anointing will wear masks. 
 

*after the 10:30 service, all are invited to help put away our Christmas decorations. Many hands 
make light work!!  Thank you. 
 
New Message Series Begins:                                                                         

“Five Promises for a New You in the New Year”. 

How does knowing Jesus change your day to day life?  
Does being a Christian make a difference?  Join us as we 
start the year examining scripture and our hearts. 
 
January 16:  “A New Heart”   
Ezekiel 11:17-21   
Romans 5:1-9   
Matthew 15:1-20 
 
January 23:   “A New Relationship with God”    
Isaiah 49:13-16  
John 1:1-13   
Romans 8:12-17 
 
January 30:   “New Bragging Rights”    
1 Corinthians 1:18-31   
Matthew 18:1-6     
Isaiah 40:6-26 

                                                           Help us start the year with generosity:                            
                                       Please consider supporting our church or  
                                                     one of several special missions projects 
through our giving portal.  You can give to the budget or to many causes like Then Feed Just 

One, The Back Pack Program for hungry children, or The Quiet Fund for neighbors in need 
all through our giving portal:  https://tinyurl.com/UMGive  .  You may also mail them to 1812 
Gary Avenue, Spirit Lake, 51360, or use the drop box by the southwest entrance! 

United Methodists and other faith groups respond to the tornadoes:              
https://tinyurl.com/tornadoresponse  You can give to UMCOR at anytime through our 
on line giving or writing “UMCOR” in your memo. 

Being generous with your time and talents is a GREAT way to support our local 
church.  The following page contains a list of ways you can give and be involved. 

https://tinyurl.com/UMGive
https://tinyurl.com/tornadoresponse


Communion Preparation:  We need help preparing the individual servings before 

worship.  Materials are provided.  Talk to Pastor 

Coffee Fellowship:  Help us extend our welcome to our neighbors by making coffee and 
providing treats after either 8:30 or 10:30 worship.  Instructions are posted for how to 
make coffee or a volunteer can show you ahead of time.  Sign up on the clipboard 
 

Wonderful Wednesday:  Help is needed to prepare and serve meals at Wesley Place.  
You can get on a schedule as little or as often as you’d like.  
Leaders are always in demand.  We (and the children) need you to be a difference-
maker in the lives of our younger attendees. Talk with Tammy 
 

Tech Booth:  Volunteers are scheduled to run the slides we view each week, the 
sound system that allows us to hear services each week, and live streaming which 
makes it possible to share our services each week on Facebook.  You can volunteer for 
any aspect of the tech booth.  Training is provided. Please see Pastor 
 

Usher-Greeters:  Are you on the schedule?  We need your smiling face and words 
of welcome as folks arrive at church.  Ushers also light the front 2 candles and take an 
attendance count.  Sign up on the clipboard on the connection wall 
 

Sing in the Choir, Read the Scripture Lesson, Start an adult Sunday school class or 
small group or do something else God has laid upon your heart! 

Our next Women’s Bible Study with Tammy 

will begin meeting on January 13. 

Thursdays at 2:00 PM or Sundays at 9:30 AM 

Contact Tammy if you want her to order you a book. 
  

            Even when WE CAN’T see what is ahead,                                                                                                
                                                     we can trust WHO IS ALREADY THERE. 

SEEING JESUS IN THE OLD TESTAMENT:                                                                          
HE'S NEVER ABSENT, WE'RE NEVER ALONE 

BY LYSA TERKEURST AND JOEL MUDDAMALLE 

IN THE “SEEING JESUS IN THE OLD TESTAMENT” BIBLE STUDY,                                                
YOU WILL BE EQUIPPED TO: 

 Stop secretly questioning “Is Jesus really with me?” by uncovering His active presence all 
throughout Scripture in places you may have missed before. 

 Break free from hesitancy and intimidation to read the Old Testament by trusting your friends 
Lysa and Joel to unpack common misunderstandings and clear up confusing concepts. 

 Embrace the truth-filled promises God has for you, even when others have   abandoned you, 
with tangible ways to experience His provision and protection right now. 

  

Be invigorated and comforted in your personal time with Jesus by walking through five 
weeks of guided readings, questions and relevant takeaways for your life today  



On Sunday, December 5, Autumn and Tammy                                     

took a group of Middle School youth shopping! 

The goal was to purchase gifts for a 1 year-old girl                               

and 5 year-old boy to make Christmas extra special for their 

family this year.  We were able to purchase 

everything on their lists and give a little extra 

for the entire family. The youth used their meeting time on Wednesday to 

wrap the gifts and they were delivered to Upper Des Moines to be gifted 

to the family through their Adopt-a-Family program. 

Thanks to members of our congregation and our Missions Team for 

donating funds for the project! 

  

We ended the night attending an Outreach Night for dinner, worship, a message, and of 

course games at Ingham Okoboji Lutheran Bible camp. 

Resume 

January 5, 

2022 

Join us for a        

                meal at 5:30  

followed by Kid’s Club  

(6-7 PM) in Paige Hall for 

kiddos in Kindergarten 

through 4th Grade! 

Youth Group meets in       

                       the Youth Room (6-7 PM)! 

Middle and High School 

students welcome! 

CHILDREN’S 

CHURCH 

Resumes  

January 9, 
2022 

 

FOR KID’S AGE 3 THRU 5TH GRADE 

Most every Sunday during 

our 10:30 Worship.  

Kid’s will start in Worship with their 

families and then go to Children’s 

Church classes following the 

Children’s Message. 

On the first Sunday of each month, 

all kiddos will remain in worship with 

their families. Nursery is available for 

children age 5 and under.  

Memories of the Children’s Program on 

December 19 as they retold the   

Amazing Story of Christmas 



Quiet Fund: 

The Spirit Lake 
United Methodist 

Church has a fund 
to help individuals 
and families who 

are in need. If you 
need food, please 
contact the church.  

Thanks for your 
support of the              

quiet fund. 

Our Health and Welfare Team recently 
prepared Christmas goody bags for our 
United Methodists in local care centers.   

Thanks for showing God’s love to      
others. Love those Christmas Sweaters! 

Our weather policy:  If the school closes, our offices 
close and activities for that day are cancelled.  For Sunday 
worship, we will email cancellations of the 8:30 service 
around 7 p.m. Saturday night.  These will also be on KUOO, 
Explore Okoboji, and sent via text (if we have a current cell 
phone number.)  10:30 worship:  check your email and cell 
phone before coming on Sunday. 

The Missions 

Team thanks you 

for giving! 

Look at all the non-perishable food items we were able 

to collect!  These were divided between Upper Des 

Moines and the food pantry at Spirit Life Fellowship. 

So many hats, gloves, mittens and 
socks were brought in this year!  
Thank you for warming the bodies 
and hearts of our school children.   

Thank you for sharing in 

two wonderful                  

Christmas Eve services.   

The large attendance,                                                                            

the willing participation                                                                                     

of so many, and the                                                                        

celebration of Jesus’ birth                                                        

made for a joyous evening! 

Even if you don’t 

have Facebook, you 

can use this link to 

view all services we 

livestream at church. 

https://

tinyurl.com/go-

to-worship  



Prayer Requests: Please help us help 
you by calling or emailing the office with 
prayer requests, updates, or visit requests 

336-3115, or email 
ofice@spiritlakeumc.org.  If you have a 
friend in church going through a hard time, 
please ask them if it's okay to share the in-
formation with the church.  We will not 
share personal information without permis-

sion from the individual or family member.   

 

Check out the music video for Dan and   

Karla’s song, Stars and Angels:              

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qWX_KJhXnjw  If you’re on Facebook, be sure to 
check out their page Dan and Karla. Stars and Angels along with Faith Sees Best in 
the Dark are available for purchase across a number of platforms. Thanks to every-
one who made filming this music video at our church possible! 

Our heartfelt thanks to Paul Kollasch and Leah Sexton as they wrap up their terms on 
the MAC.  Paul’s gentle wisdom and deep faith has been such a blessing as a leader 
in our church.  Leah’s broad experience and deep care for the church gave us a 
strong sense of continuity with the past.  Please join us in thanking Leah and Paul for 
their service in leadership, knowing that they continue to lead the church in other 
ways!  You are a blessing! 

The Nominations Team has met and has given Pastor Vicki a list of potential MAC 
members and alternates.  As we met, we looked for folks who were faithful, available, 
and willing to learn.  As we fill these open seats, we will let you know who are new 
team members are.  The MAC meetings are open to all with voice, however only MAC 
members have vote.  There are limited meetings that must be closed to deal with staff 
evaluations.  Denny Galloway has agreed to be the Chair of the MAC in 2022. 

Ministry Advisory Council (MAC) News: 

Our goals for 2022: 

1. Expand our committed volunteer base by 25 people who are active at  
least once a month. 

2. To build spiritual depth. (Add new small groups, new leaders, new ways 
to learn and connect.) 

3. Develop and implement a follow up plan for visitors. 

In response to the fact that we are now in 
prime cold and flu season an due to the 
uptick in covid cases in the area, SLUMC ’s 
Covid Response Team has posted "masks 
strongly encouraged" signs at all church 
doors. 

They have also created socially distanced 
areas on the two side sections of the  
sanctuary with taped off pews for folks 
who want to spread out.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qWX_KJhXnjw
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2   Communion 

8:30 Traditional 

Worship 

9:30 Coffee Time 

10:30 Modern 

Worship  

11:30 Coffee Time 
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5:30 Wonderful 
Wednesday  
6:00 Kid’s club 
and Adult Small 
Group 
 
7:00 Choir 

6 

 
12:00 

Kiwanis 

 

 

7 
10:00 TOPS 
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8:30 Traditional 

Worship  

9:30 Coffee Time 
10:30 Modern 

Worship w/

Children’s Church 

11:30 Coffee Time 

and pack up 

Christmas decor 
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6:00 Ministry 
Advisory 
Council 
(MAC) 
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5:30 Wonderful 
Wednesday  
6:00 Kid’s club 
and Adult Small 
Group 
 

7:00 Choir 

Practice  

13 

 

12:00 

Kiwanis 

 

2:00 Women’s 

Bible Study 
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10:00 TOPS 

11:00 Care 
Center 
Communion   

15 

 
  

16  

8:30 Traditional 

Worship  

9:30 Coffee Time 
And Women’s 
Bible Study 
10:30 Modern 

Worship w/

Children’s 

Church 

11:30 Coffee Time 
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7:00 Missions 
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5:30 
Education 
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5:30 Wonderful 
Wednesday  
6:00 Kid’s club 
and Adult Small 
Group 
 

7:00 Choir 
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12:00 

Kiwanis 

 

2:00 Women’s 

Bible Study 
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10:00 TOPS 
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23  

8:30 Traditional 

Worship 

 9:30 Coffee Time 
and Women’s 
Bible Study 
10:30 Modern 

Worship  

11:30 Coffee Time 
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25 
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5:30 Wonderful 
Wednesday  
6:00 Kid’s club 
and Adult Small 
Group 
 

7:00 Choir 

Practice  

27 

 

12:00 

Kiwanis 

 

2:00 Women’s 

Bible Study 

28 

10:00 TOPS 
29 

30 

8:30 Traditional 

Worship 

 9:30 Coffee Time 
and Women’s 
Bible Study 
10:30 Modern 

Worship  

11:30 Coffee Time 
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 1/3    Jerry Wiekamp 

1/11   Jerry Markley  

1/13   LaVonne Mitchell 

1/17   Richard Bruns 

1/18   Beverly Bovee  

1/23   LaVonne Kness  

1/31    Jean Anderson 

80+ years 

 



Spirit Lake United Methodist Church 
1812 Gary Ave 

Spirit Lake, Iowa 51360 
 
 

Phone: 712-336-3115 
E-mail: office@spiritlakeumc.org 
Website: www.spiritlakeumc.org 

Making Disciples, Making a Difference! 

  Church Office Hours 

     Monday-Thursday     9:30-noon  
                                        1:00-3:00 

     Friday                        9:00-noon 


