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Listening to the Spirit:  An Outstanding October 

 A couple weeks ago, I had to take a moment.  You know how it is.                                                                

Surprise, sorrow, joy, near misses – something unexpected, and you have to pause.                                                                       

Well, I was picking up an order at Hy-Vee and I saw them… pumpkins.  The boxes marked for                                                             

watermelons had pumpkins in them!  At mid-September, I was not ready to see pumpkins!                                           

Where did the summer go?  How can it be fall?  Thankfully, changes in the weather and a quick                                

sort through fall clothes helped me come to terms with reality.   

There are some moments I wish I could pause and enjoy longer.  Like this last week at                                        

Wonderful Wednesday, when the boys were showing me their hoops skills or when Boone was                                      

dancing to Dan and Karla’s music.  God bless Tammy and her team for all the work that made that                                             

possible.  Watching the community come together to pack meals for Then Feed Just One – I wish I                                              

could pause and wonder!  There are moments in the life of the church we want to fast forward through,                        

but there are also holy times where we are aware of the tender work of God. 

We are heading for an Outstanding October with Outstanding Fun as we go to camp for church                                   

and play together on October 10.  Outstanding Giving as we give to missions and go to work at The                                         

Banquet.  Outstanding Growth and we gather for learning on Wednesday nights, in Bible Studies, and                                        

on Sunday mornings.  Outstanding Work, as we labor together to make disciples and make a difference.   

Somedays I wish I could pause, other days I want to fast forward, just a little.  I want to fast                             

forward to when COVID is not part of our vocabulary.  To see what it’s like when our church has been                                    

restored to full service and ministry.  I believe that God is sending us people who need love, community,                    

and a place for meaningful service.  I believe that Spirit Lake and Northwest Iowa need our church to                        

be a place of hope and healing.  I believe that grief takes time to heal, and wish I could fast forward that                 

part of our journey.  For now, we have an Outstanding October to share!  A time to invite our neighbors,                     

reconnect in fellowship, and remember that we have so much to give back.  I pray fall brings a promise                       

to you as well, for healing and hope! 

You are loved, 

Pastor Vicki 

A Season of Welcome Continues 

In September and October, we have a focus on welcoming people into our church.                                         
The welcome “kick off” began with Chris Cakes pancakes, the start of                                                         

Children’s Church, and a message series that invites us to be a follower, not just a fan of Jesus.                     
We continue into October with a special worship and meal at camp on the 10th.         

   We want you to be a part of the welcome!  We need ushers, greeters, and welcome center workers to 
give away cups and gather visitor information.  You can also help by wearing your name tag and intention-
ally greeting people you don’t know. The best way to be a part of the welcome?  Invite a friend to church!  
Offer to pick them up. Tell them to meet you at a certain door. If it’s been a while since you’ve been to 
church, know that we will be overjoyed to see you! 



 
October 3:  World Communion Sunday:                                                                                                               
                                  “Marks of a Follower:  Not Alone” 

John 14:15-21, Matthew 28:16-20 
   

October 10: Worship at the Camp!                                                             
      “Marks of a Follower: Joyful” 

 John 15:9-17, Galatians 5:22-25 

 

October 17:  Guest Speaker—Karen Schwaller 

 

October 24:  “Marks of a Follower: Sent into Ministry” 

 Luke 10:1-20 

 

October 31:  Halloween!                                                                                                                             

                      “Anyone can Come”  - even ghosts?  

  Luke 9:18-27, Matthew 9:9-17 

 Making Disciples  

 Our GOALS  

 Making A Difference 

OUTSTANDING   OCTOBER   GIVING 

This special offering consolidates 11 of our United Methodist Conference Special Offerings into one.   

When you are at church, pick up a giving envelope or be sure to designate “Outstanding October”                       

on your check memo. You may also give on line. 

Global Missions: 
1. Human Relations Day:  Helps those struggling to survive. 
2. One Great Hour of Sharing:  Sharing with those who hurt. 
3. Native American Ministries: Empowers local outreach and educates Native American 
seminary students to serve God faithfully. 
4. Peace with Justice:  Creating and supporting peace ministries around the world. 
5. World Communion Sunday:  Provides scholarships for graduate national and international 
students; scholarships for national and international ethnic undergraduate students within the U.S. 
6. United Methodist Student Day:  Supports United Methodist Scholarships and the United 
Methodist Student Loan Fund. 
7.  Youth Service Fund (YSF): United Methodist teens raise money for other teens doing 
ministry in their churches and communities impacting poverty, illiteracy, absenteeism and social 
justice. 

Annual Conference Offerings (Iowa-specific Ministries): 
1. Disabilities Awareness Sunday:  Funding outreach and accessibility measures. 
2. Rural Life:  Celebrates the rural heritage of The United Methodist Church and recognizes 
“the ongoing crisis occurring in rural areas of the nation and the world today.” 
3. Christian Education:  To promote ongoing opportunities for spiritual education. 
4. Neighbor Helping Neighbor:  Assists persons who have unmet needs due to economic 
hardship. 

  World Communion     

  Sunday: October 3 

 
We will celebrate communion 

with individual elements. 
Communion is a reminder 

that we are connected                       
to the church                             

worldwide and eternal.   



Outstanding October 

Designate your UMC Conference offering for one or more of our categories on page 2.   

Camp worship 

See you October 10 at 10 am at the Lake Okoboji United Methodist Camp for worship, a great catered 
meal and s’mores.  Details on page 5. 

Trunk-or-treat 

In place of 10/27 Wonderful Wednesday’s typical activities for children and adults, plan to decorate 
your  car’s trunk and join us for this fun annual event  in our parking lot. 

OpportunitY to serve in   

                 Sioux Falls 
Are you able to serve at The Banquet in Sioux Falls?  You can on Saturday October 23.  Sign up and  
make a difference to those in need of a nutritious warm meal. 

Bible study 

Ladies, it is not too late.  Meet with Tammy and other women on Thursdays (2pm) or Fridays 
(10:30am) in the Fireside Room for a video and book study.  See page 6 

Every Wednesday Sm. Group 

Join Pastor for an interactive study of the book “Not a Fan” each Wednesday at 6 pm. (come to Wesley 
Place first at 5:30 for our Wonderful Wednesday meal) 

Return of karen Schwaller 

Pastor Vicki will be gone October 17.  Come hear this farmer-writer-speaker bring the message. 



Children’s Church  

Families will start out in worship together at 10:30 AM. Following the 

Children’s Message, kids age 3 through 4th grade will leave and attend 

Children’s Church! On the first Sunday of each month, kids will stay in 

worship with their families and participate in various ways.  

5th-12th Graders will have class time with Autumn during Children ’s          

                                            Church some weeks and participate in worship the other weeks.                                                                 

                                                            More details coming about that soon! 

Nursery will be available for kids under 3 and for kids age 5 and under on the first Sundays. 

Kids attending Children’s Church will “get out of the stands”,                                            

“get out on the field”, and “play for God’s Team!” 

Our Curriculum is 5 Units straight out of God’s Play Book!  

In Christ Jesus, God has Given Us What We Need to be Champions 

Jesus Cares and Treats Everyone as an MVP 

Jesus Helps Me to Follow Rules                                              

  and Obey His Words 

Hope in Jesus Guarantees Victory 

Love Wins! 

WONDERFUL WEDNESDAYS begin with a 5:30 pm meal,                                                         
followed by education groups that meet from 6-7 pm. 

Kids Club—Kindergarten-4th Grade—Paige Hall 

Playing on God’s Team requires all the training we can get!     

Our Littles are invited to join us each                                           

                                  Wednesday from 6PM—7PM for Team Jesus! 
 

“Run in such a way to get the prize … Do it to get a crown that will last forever.” 

1 Corinthians 9:24,25 

   God’s Champions Run With Their Faith 

   God’s Champions Lift the Weight of Others 

   God’s Champions Exercise Forgiveness 

   God’s Champions Listen to the Coach 

   God’s Champions Train More Athletes 

 

 
5th-8th Grade Youth meet 6pm-7pm 

in Youth Room 

 

 
Grades 9-12 Youth Dates & Times TBD                                                       

Middle  

School 



Adopt a day in October 

For a suggested donation of $50,  you choose a day to 
adopt in memory or in honor of a loved one. We will 
note days adopted in the bulletin.  Adopt-A-Day funds 
are used to meet the budget needs of the church,    
except during the occasional special project! Sign up 
in the Narthex or call the office today to adopt a day at 
336-3115! 

WORSHIP AT THE CAMP 

Lake Okoboji United Methodist Camp  

October 10     10:00 AM 

Join us for: 

Worship (Music & the Word)! 

Food (Papa’s Smokin’ Meats)! 
 

                    Fun (Inflatable fun for ALL ages)! 

    Fellowship (Hang out with your church Fam)! 

 

                                 And More Food                                                              
                          (There’s always room for s’more Jesus)! 

  

                               INVITE YOUR FAMILY, FRIENDS & NEIGHBORS! 

                               BRING YOUR LAWN CHAIRS! 

YOU can help families                              

right here in their time of need                                                    

We need volunteers to furnish cookies or 

bars and to serve and clean up for    

funerals. You can either bring food or 

serve or both!    

Several groups will be formed as before so 

you will not be called upon very often.  

Please call the church office if we can add 

you to a group.               

Serving at The Banquet in Sioux Falls:  October 23 

Each year we partner with The Presbyterian Church to take       
volunteers to Sioux Falls.   During a couple of shifts we are able to 
help set up and serve hot meals to those in need.  Would you con-
sider this mission opportunity? It is a practical way to show God’s 
love!          SIGN UP in narthex or by calling the church office. 

Thank you to all who have 

signed up to volunteer as usher-

greeters and Welcome Center 

hosts & hostesses, and to     

provide treats and make coffee 

for Coffee Time Fellowships. 

We all benefit from your         

willingness to serve 



 

 

 

Your Spirit Lake UMC Missions Ministry Team is 

asking for your help in gathering items or monetary 

donations to build Personal Dignity Kits.  

PERSONAL DIGNITY KIT ($13 Value) 

1 Bath Hand Towel - No kitchen towels 

1 Bath Wash Cloth - No dish cloths 

1 Adult Toothbrush - No multipacks 

1 Bar Soap - 3-4 oz 

1 Shampoo - 15-18 oz 

1 Deodorant - 2-3 oz stick, roll-on or pump 

1 1-gal Resealable Plastic Bag 

Place all items in the resealable plastic bag. 

Add $2 donation for razor and toothpaste. 
 

ALL KIT ITEMS MUST BE NEW! 

Please bring items to the collection site located in 

the Narthex and/or indicate on your monetary 

donation that the money is to be used by 

Missions for the Personal Dignity Kits. Items and 

money need to be collected no later than 

October 17. Thank you for your support!  

 

 

 

ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL & SMALL 

GROUP OPPORTUNITIES 
 

SUNDAYS AT 9:30AM 

Faith, Friends & Fellowship led by              

Lori Bower       -Meets in the Library 

Friendship Adult Sunday School (Study & conversation 

group that previously met downstairs in the Friendship 

Room will not start up quite yet.                          Leaders 

will reassess in a couple of months.) 
 

WEDNESDAYS AT 6:00PM 

 Adult Bible Study in Fireside Room 

Led by Pastor Vicki 
 

THURSDAYS AT 2:00PM  or FRIDAYS 

AT 10:30AM 

 Women’s Bible Study with Tammy 

-Meets in the Fireside Room 
 

Study at Homestead with Caroline Tritle 

Faith & Fellowship Third Thursdays    

(Details coming soon.) 

If you are interested in starting and/or leading an adult 

study or small group of your own, please talk to Tammy!  

We would love to hear your ideas . 

Our Women’s Bible Study Group is 

diving deeper into Kyle Idleman’s 

book, “Not a Fan.”  This is the book 

that Pastor Vicki is using for her 

sermon series  

Thursdays at 2:00 PM or Fridays at 10:30 AM 

You choose the time that works best for you! 

Let Tammy know if you want her to order you a book! ($13) 

NEW MEMBERS: 

We officially welcome Dennis Hein and  

Jim & Sue Clark into the Spirit Lake 

United Methodist Church Family.  

These three, by their profession of faith, 

became members on September 19. 

You, too, can become a member of the 

church!  See Pastor Vicki. 



Wednesdays are Wonderful     

at SLUMC!! 

5:30—Meal 

6:00—Kid’s Club, Youth Activities     
              and Adult Bible Study 

TRUNK or TREAT 

Wonderful Wednesday, October 27 

5:30 - 6:30 PM 

 

Join us! A great chance to test drive that 

Halloween costume!  

 

We will also have Taco-in-a-Bag 

meal happening in Wesley Place! 

 

We would love to have you all decorate your trunks and 

provide treats for the kiddos! Let Tammy know if you can 

participate and/or have questions! 



A Financial Update from Pastor Vicki 

“How are we doing as far as giving?”  If we do a basic look 

at income versus expenses, the church is in the red.  What 

is given on Sunday, in the mail, through the drop box, and 

on line, is not enough to pay the bills.  That said, we have been able to move funds from a bequest 

and from our account at the Iowa United Methodist Foundation into a contingency fund to meet our 

immediate needs.  Those funds have been a blessing in a challenging season.  However, we know 

that at some point, income needs to match expenses.  In visiting with our MAC, I’m hearing both 

gratitude that we have some reserves available, along with concern about how long we will need 

to draw on them before we are on our feet financially.  We would love to not draw any more on 

those reserves and save them for big opportunities or needs.  

I believe that the church will be okay.  That God is using us to touch lives in the community 
and surrounding area.  I believe we will grow again, celebrate again, and be whole.  I don’t know 
how long it will take, and therein lies the fear.  Plus, sometimes we get wrapped up in the what-ifs.  
“What if we use the Foundation Funds and are never able to replenish them?  What if we never 
get another gift like that?  What if we have a major expense and we have to pull even more funds 
out of the foundation?  What if we don’t grow?”  What if we do, though?  What if God has this, and 
we have the right people in the right place for this time?  What if good things keep happening?  I 
believe that we are slowly turning the corner and moving back to the church we long for.  If you 
haven’t yet, please consider supporting the church faithfully.  If you are a regular giver, thank you!  
Here are four easy ways to give:  In person on Sunday, at the drop box by the southwest entrance, 
through the mail, or on-line at:  https://tinyurl.com/I-Love-Spirit-Lake-UMC 

News from our Ministry Advisory Council (our One Board) 

We have been working on goals for 2022, evaluating salaries, addressing building needs, and planning  
for the future.  Your MAC members are:  
     Pastor Vicki Fisher                                Director of Discipleship and CE Tammy Branum  
     Chair and Ministry Specialist: Lori Bower          Vice Chair: Denny Galloway, 
     Staff Lead (SPRC Chair): Carol Larson          Trustees Chair: John Racine 
          Paul Kollasch, SPRC Specialist                         John Sandison, Trustee Specialist                                             

     Recording Secretary: Leah Sexton                                                                                                                  

                                  Bill Grice and Denny Galloway, Finance Specialists                                                                                                    

                      Caroline Tritle, Ministry Specialist, and our newest member, Jill Longest! 

 

Prayer Requests: Please help us help you by calling or emailing the 
office with prayer requests, updates, or visit requests 336-3115, or email 
office@spiritlakeumc.org.  If you have a friend in church going through a 
hard time, please ask them if it's okay to share the information with the 

church.  We will not share personal information without permission from 
the individual or family member.  There are 790 people on our email list, 
and some don't want the fact that they are hospitalized and their home is 
empty to be shared with others.  Also, some of us are very private.  We 
want to respect your wishes. 

Quiet Fund: 

The Spirit Lake 
United Methodist 

Church has a fund 
to help individuals 
and families who 

are in need. If you 
need food, please 
contact the church.  

Thanks for your 
support of the              

quiet fund. 

https://tinyurl.com/I-Love-Spirit-Lake-UMC
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

  1 

Deb gone– office 

closed 
 

 
 

2 
 

 

3 World 

Communion 

Sunday 

8:30 Traditional 

Worship 

9:30 Adult Sunday 

School 

10:30 Modern 

Worship  
 

4 
 

    Donna gone 

 
 

 
5:30 Liturgical 
Arts 
 
6:30 Hospitality  

5 

this week 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

6 

 

 

 

5:30 Wonderful 
Wednesday  
6 :00 Adult 
small group  in 
Fireside Room 
7:00 Choir 

Practice  

7 
 

 
 

2:00 

Women’s 

Bible Study 

w/ Tammy 

8 
10:30 

Women’s Bible 

Study w/ 

Tammy 

 

 

 

9 
 
 
2:00 Gene Rouse 
Funeral 

10  

10:00 Worship at 

Camp 

  Catered meal,    

  inflatables and     

  s’mores to follow 

 
 
                              

11 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

12 

 
 
 
 
6:00 Ministry 
Advisory Council 

13 

 

 

5:30 Wonderful 
Wednesday  
6 :00 Adult 
small group in 
Fireside Room 
7:00 Choir 

Practice  

14 

 

 

2:00 

Women’s 

Bible Study 

w/ Tammy 

 

 

15 

Pastor gone  

10:30 

Women’s Bible 

Study w/ 

Tammy 

16 

Pastor gone 

 
  

17 Pastor gone 

Karen Schwaller 

speaks  

8:30 Traditional 

Worship  

9:30 Adult Sunday 

School 

10:30 Modern 

Worship W/

Children’s Church/

Sunday School 

18 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

7:00 Missions 

 

 

19 
 

 
 
 
 
5:30  Education 
 
 

 
 

20 

 

 

 

 

5:30 Wonderful 
Wednesday  
6 :00 Adult 
small group in 
Fireside Room 
 

7:00 Choir 

Practice  

21 

 

 

2:00 

Women’s 

Bible Study 

w/ Tammy 

22 

10:30 

Women’s Bible 

Study w/ 

Tammy 

23 
Serving at 
The Banquet 
in Sioux Falls 

24 

8:30 Traditional 

Worship 

 9:30 Adult Sunday 
School 
10:30 Modern 

Worship W/ 

Children’s Church/

Sunday School 

25 
 

26 
 
 
 
 
6:00 Ministry 
Advisory Council 

27 

 

 

 

5:30-6:30 

Meal and 

TRUNK or 

TREAT 
 
 

7:00 Choir 

28 

   Tammy gone 

29 

until Nov. 2 

30 

31 

8:30 Traditional 

Worship 

 9:30 Adult Sunday 
School 
10:30 Modern 

Worship W/ 

Children’s Church/

Sunday School 

      

  

10/3     Marvel Wiemers 

10/9     Mary Etta Baxter 

OCTBER BIRTHDAYS 



Spirit Lake United Methodist Church 
1812 Gary Ave 

Spirit Lake, Iowa 51360 
 
 

Phone: 712-336-3115 
E-mail: office@spiritlakeumc.org 
Website: www.spiritlakeumc.org 

Making Disciples, Making a Difference! 

  Church Office Hours 

     Monday-Thursday        9:30-noon/1:00-3:00 

     Friday                           9:00-noon 

Outstanding 


