
August 2021 
Issue 8 

 United Methodist News 
Listening to the Spirit:  Connected 

 

 

 
“I ask that Christ will live in your hearts through faith. As a result of having strong 

roots in love, I ask that you’ll have the power to grasp love’s width and length, height 

and depth, together with all believers. 
 
I ask that you’ll know the love of Christ that is 

beyond knowledge so that you will be filled entirely with the fullness of God. 

“ (Ephesians 3:17-19) 

 I’m writing this on July 5, the day after a weekend full of celebration and fun.  It’s also a 

week before I go on renewal leave for a month.  Renewal leave is a month of disconnecting 

from parish work so that I might take time to intentionally rest, gain strength, and have        

extended time with family.  In preparation for that time, I’m changing the answering machine 

message, setting an email auto-reply, and pulling back from social media.  I’m also writing 

this for the newsletter, not because I have to, but because I want to.  Even while I’m away, 

you will not be far from my heart and will remain in my prayers.  I have such deep love for you 

and a compassionate longing for your healing. 

 In the pictured Rocks National Lakeshore, along the Upper Peninsula of Michigan, 

there’s a formation known as Chapel Rock.  On top of the rock is a solitary white pine         

estimated to be 250 years old.  Prior to the 1940’s, an arch connected Chapel Rock to the 

mainland.  After it’s collapse, the tree lived on because there were still roots connecting it to 

shore.  80 years later, it continues to survive the harsh Lake Superior winters, hanging to the 

rock.  Talk about strong roots! 

 Paul prayed for the church at Ephesus that they might know the depths of God’s love 

because they were rooted in love.  It is a prayer I have prayed often over this church:  “Lord, 

let them grow roots in love so they can know how very much you love them.”  Storms will 

come.  The foundations of our lives will be shaken.  Stresses will come from both inside and 

outside.  Love never fails.  The roots of love hold fast.  The bonds of love keep us connected.  

From the outside, the white pine on Chapel Rock looks liable to fall any day.  Yet, for 250 

years, it has endured.  Love is stronger than you know, more enduring than all the storms. 

 

                                                                                                                                         With love, 

                                                                         Pastor Vicki 

Pastor Vicki is on Renewal Leave until the 11th.  Special speakers are lined up to cover Sunday 

worship and neighboring clergy are asked to cover funerals.  This will be Pastor Vicki’s second 

renewal leave since starting ministry in 1999.  She will not be answering emails, returning calls, or 

responding to Messenger during this time. 

Needing a hospital visit while Vicki is gone?  Call Tammy or the Church Office. 



Tera is a wife, mama, (soon-to-be-grandma!), coffee addict,                                                                                                                       

writer, and speaker. She serves as the Christian Education                                                                                                            

Coordinator at her home church, American Lutheran in                                                                                                                                              

Windom, and also works part-time as a Fitness Specialist in                                                                                                                                 

the Wellness Department of Windom Area Health. 
 

Much like her friends the Israelites, Tera wandered the                                                                                                                                                      

desert for nearly 40 years in search of life-giving refresh                                              

ment.  Upon discovering the oasis of grace, her thirsty heart                                           

was filled and dry spirit quenched as she set out  on her own   

personal journey of walking in faith and living her (His) story.  

Tera is passionate about reading and sharing God’s Word, relating it to our world and lives today,                                                        

revealing just how very alive, active, and relevant it truly is. She does so through speaking events,                           

sermons, conferences, retreats, personal one-to-ones, her social media outlets, and more often than                             

not, over a great cup ‘o joe. 
 

You can find Tera on Facebook at Tera’s Online Christian Journey and on Instagram@terajean. 

             August 1 and      
             August 8   
8:30 traditional worship, 10:30 modern worship 

Tera Elness 

      Sunday, AUG. 8  to 
Wednesday, AUG. 11 

EVENINGS! 

From 6-8 pm (Sun-Tues) 

*5:30-8 pm (Wed) 
*Pizza Party and VBS Program 

Look who’s turning 85!!! 

GLORIA CURRELL 
(August 9) 

Gloria’s family wishes to honor 

her with a card shower.                           

You may send birthday greetings 

to Gloria at: 

13685   253rd Ave. 

Spirit Lake, IA 51360 



SUNDAY AUGUST 8 - WEDNESDAY AUGUST 11 
Sunday - Tuesday 6:00 - 8:00 PM 

Wednesday ** 5:30 - 8:00 PM  

              (Beginning our final evening with a Wonderful Wednesday                                    

               Pizza Party and VBS Program for Families & Congregation)  

At Treasured VBS, kids (Age 3 - 5th Grade) will discover they’re 

priceless to God through incredible Bible-learning hands-on 

experiences. We’ll help kids discover how to see evidence of God 

in everyday life—something we call God Sightings!   We would 

love to have older youth help as Crew Leaders -                                     

having a little responsibility and ALL the fun! 

Visit our Website to Register!  www.spiritlakeumc.org 

Please contact Tammy Branum if you have any questions or if you 

would like to help with VBS in any way!   

          Christmas in July! 
 Thank you for supporting the “Back to 
School Program” for Dickinson Co, 
sponsored by Upper Des Moines 
Opportunity.  
 

We raised over $685 for area youth 

to purchase back-to-school clothing! 

Speaking of back-to-school... 

With students returning to class this month, we are reminded of the               

importance of the BACKPACK PROGRAM. 

You can help with a monetary donation or by donating individually wrapped,                   

single-serving, kid-friendly food items. 

Welcome to Church Fall Push: 

Beginning September 12 and running through October, we will have a special fall push         

focused on welcoming people to our church.  Whether it’s inviting our neighbors for  worship, 

or reaching out to a member who has become inactive, we will focus on creating a space to 

celebrate together as we seek to become faithful followers of Christ.   

 

September 12:  New Message Series:  “The Marks of a Disciple” 

Our mission is to make disciples and to make a difference.  How do we make these disciples?  
How do we know when we have succeeded in making a new disciple?  Are you a disciple?  
Where does God want changes in your life?  There is a suggested book to compliment the    
series:  “Not a Fan” by Kyle Idleman.   
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1 Special Guest: 

Tera Elness 

8:30 Traditional 

Worship  

10:30 Modern 

Worship 

 

Sanctus Real at 

Preservation Plaza 

2 

 

 

 
 

 

      The church  

3 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   office is open  
 
 

4 

 

 
 

 
 

  part-time this   
 

7:00 Choir 

Practice  

5 

 

 

 
 

 week .    Please  

  6 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 call ahead 

7 
 

 

8 Special Guest: 

Tera Elness 

8:30 Traditional 

Worship  
9:30 Blood Pressure 

Check 

10:30 Modern 

Worship 
 

      Vacation 
        6-8pm 

9 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

   Bible 
  6-8pm 

10 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

School 
 

6-8pm 

11 Pastor Vicki 

returns from 

Renewal Leave 

 

 
5:30 Pizza 

Dinner and 

VBS Program 
 

7:00 Choir 

Practice  

12 
 

 

 

 

 
 

13 

 
 

 

 

14 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

15 COMMUNION 

8:30 Traditional 

Worship 

10:30 Modern 

Worship  

            

 
 
                              

16 
 
 
 
 

 
 
6:30  Hospitality 
 

7:00 Missions 
 

17 

 
 
 
 
 
 

18  

 

 

 

 

 
6:00 Liturgical Arts 
 

7:00 Choir 

Practice  

19 

 

 

20 

 

 

21 

 

 
  

22  

8:30 Traditional 

Worship with 

The Mellow 

Dees of Okoboji  

10:30 Modern 

Worship 

 

 

23 
 
 

 

 

 

 

24 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
6:00 Ministry 
Advisory Council 

25 
 

 

 

 
 
7:00 Choir 

Practice  

26 

 

27 

 
28 
 

29 

8:30 Traditional 

Worship  

10:30 Modern 

Worship 

 

 

 

30 
 

  

 
   

       

  

8/2      Shirley Hamann                      8/12      Marion Nichols 

8/4      Glenda Kruckenberg             8/13      Bob Kline 

8/6      Corky Pomerenke,                  8/14     Paul Heide 

           Leona Simpson 

8/8      Bobbie Lea Holden                 8/20      Tom Owen  

8/9      Gloria Currell                           8/26      Jean Kline 

8/10    Carol Oostenbrug 

       Next month: SUNDAY, SEPT. 12 
                  9:00-12:30 (Wesley Place) 
                                    Chris’s Cakes                     
                                    Pancake Feed  
                              and the first day                
                               of Sunday School  AUGUST  BIRTHDAYS 



Fall at S.L.U.M.C. 
It kicks off with a Pancake Feed on               

September 12, but it is so much more! 

Fall marks the start to our programming here at church.   This year, we 

have refreshed and recharged and rethought how to better share the love of Christ 

within all the things we do. Sure, we are striving to be a great place to attend 

church and to attract more people to SLUMC.  But more, we are striving to make 

Christ the center so he is the attraction and others will come to know him better. 

These are some of the questions we asked ourselves: 

How do our youngest members best learn about Jesus?  What are ways we can 

minister to families amidst their busy lives?  What needs do seniors have as they 

navigate this crazy society in which we live?  How do we reach the lonely and those 

who don’t or can’t come to church?  How can we arm our teens to stand strong for 

Christ and resist the pressures around them? 

Teams, committees and a Task Force have met to see how our programs address 

the questions.  We’ve strengthened some existing teams and committees and 

sharpened a focus within Hospitality, Health and Welfare, the Funeral Service 

Group and Education.  Below are just a few examples of changes you will see this 

Fall! 

HOW DO WE SHOW GOD’S LOVE WHEN THERE IS A FUNERAL? 

Whether or not the grieving family is part of our church, we have determined to provide 

cookies/bars and drink following every funeral at no charge.  We will also provide a lovely   

setting and folks who are willing to show hospitality through greeting and food service. 

 

You can help by agreeing to make a dessert when called!                                                            

This is such a great way to show God’s love to families at a difficult time. 



HOW DO WE MINISTER TO BUSY YOUNG FAMILIES? 

On a Sunday morning, things can be pretty chaotic when you are     

trying to get little ones fed, dressed and out the door to church.   

Knowing you will be at church for several hours for Sunday school and 

then worship (where kids need to try and sit somewhat quietly) can be 

stressful.  Plus, you love the Coffee Time Fellowship after, but you  

never can seem to stay that long.  You want a good Christian education 

for your children and you need the focused time of worship. 

Therefore,, the idea that Children’s Church would take the place of 

Sunday School is in the works.  Nursey would then be available for  

children under the age of 3.  Incorporating the best practices of early 

childhood education and addressing the time and focusing concerns, 

SLUMC will assist families to deepen their relationship with Jesus by: 

 Providing family worship through the Children’s Message portion of 

the service and then dismissing children to Children’s Church.                  
(Communion Sundays will look a little different with full family worship and staffed nursery) 

 Dividing children into groups for instruction, for example= preschool/ k-2/ 3-5/... 

 

You can help by volunteering!  We will need teachers, assistants, and nursery 

workers. Especially if you attend first service, you might consider staying.   

Encouragement is always a big help.  Get to know  our SLUMC children by 

name and invite your neighborhood children and families to come. 

WHAT ABOUT PRE-TEENS & TEENAGERS? 

God brought Autumn Hartman to SLUMC with a passion for 

youth! Her creative spirit and laid back attitude resonate 

with students in grades 6-12.  We are excited to grow our 

youth programming with a format that incorporates fun  

activities and relevant Christ-centered study, accountability 

and support.  Watch for more student involvement in    

worship!  They are the future Church and have many gifts 

and talents to use. 

You can help by encouraging Autumn and by telling the junior and senior 

high youth in your life about the start up of these great activities. Show ing 

interest in the lives of our youth is so helpful.  Attend an activity in which they are 

involved or ask them about school and friends.  You could even offer to be a mentor! 

                                                                         I’M NOT ABLE TO GET OUT MUCH-WHAT ABOUT ME? 

                                                  Our Health and Welfare Team is focusing on coming to    

                                         you!  Visiting, sending cards, having the Home Communion           

                                         Group come to Care Facilities, and delivering bulletins and  

                                         flowers are just some ways we’ll show God’s love. 

                                        You can help by joining the team! Contact Lois Shaffer  

                                       or call the church today. 



Spirit Lake United Methodist Church 
1812 Gary Ave 

Spirit Lake, Iowa 51360 
 
 

Phone: 712-336-3115 
E-mail: office@spiritlakeumc.org 
Website: www.spiritlakeumc.org 

Making Disciples, Making a Difference! 

    Church Office Hours 

       Monday-Thursday         9:30-noon/1:00-3:00 

       Friday                            9:00-noon 

Looking Ahead… 

SEPTEMBER 12—is our pancake feed with Chris’s Cakes. Invite your friends 

and family to church and pancakes!  We will be serving from 9:00 am –12:30 pm. 

Workers are needed!  Sign up in the Narthex or by calling the church. 

 

SEPTEMBER 25—Then Feed Just One  is scheduled in two shifts (9-10:15 and 

10:45-12) on this Saturday morning.  Come fill nutritious food packets to be sent 

overseas.  Many volunteers are needed for the event. 


