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Listening to the Spirit:  Vision 

 I have become my mother. 

 I used to joke with my brothers about how many pairs of glasses                                                   

my mom had.  At one point, there were five pair scattered throughout the                                                     

house.  Well, I am up to three: my bifocals and two pair of screen glasses – one for home, 

one for church.  I found that trying to use my bifocals on the computer was giving me quite 

the crick in the neck and giving folks on Zoom calls an unpleasant view of the interior work-

ings of my nose.  I’m well on the way to becoming my mother.   

 Every once and a while, I get up from the computer and try to do other work with my 

screen glasses on.  It doesn’t go well.  The world becomes a blurry, dizzying place.  One 

day, I was halfway to the office at church, trying to figure out what was wrong with my eyes, 

before I realized I still had my screen glasses on.  I’m nearing 50 and it shows… 

 I feel like I’m in a sort of blurry, dizzy space right now as a church leader.  This past 

year, and even before the pandemic, was spent dealing with short term needs.  At first it 

was about building relationships and trust, talking about grief, and working to get back on 

track with Healthy Church Initiative.  Then it was about the pandemic and Zoom meetings, 

outdoor worship, family adjustments, National news, and how do we do this?  It’s been a 

season of new ministries, teamwork, losses, stress, and conflict.  I’m trying to lift up my 

eyes and look ahead, but I’ve been wearing my nearsighted glasses for so long, it’s taking 

some adjustments. 

 Looking ahead:  One of the places where I see long-term vision at work is in our Min-

istry Advisory Council (our One Board).  As we work together, we are creating a more flexi-

ble and resilient way of leading the church.  It will have long term implications on church life.  

Another place where I am adjusting my vision is to think about the fall and plan for a season 

of welcome and outreach.  We are quickly moving from a season of great concern about the 

pandemic into summer activities.  We are longing for a vaccine for our children and for the 

great sigh of relief that will come when the pandemic is a thing of the past.  It’s a blurry sea-

son when wounds are still healing and I’m holding hope gently, like a small bird that might 

flutter away.  Yet, hope might also be here to stay; resting upon our church like the Holy 

Spirit at Pentecost bringing a new beginning and new life.  For now, my head spins just a 

little and I smile to finally be planning for normal. 

 

  Dizzy in hope, 

Pastor Vicki 



From the Back-To-Worship Team:    
   As more of our congregation becomes vaccinated,  

   changes in worship and gathering are beginning to take place. 

                    You will note that there are some areas of the sanctuary where                                               

                    the tape has been removed from pews. Vaccination rates continue to rise.                               

                  We’ve had good mask compliance and with congregational singing at the end of                  

               worship, the risk is minimal. Some areas are still taped off for folks who want a little  

                more space.  Any service in the sanctuary may also be watched in Paige Hall.                                    

Proposed 8:30 changes: 

Choir:   Individuals who are fully immunized* may return to choir.  It is recommended that the choir    
practices in the sanctuary during midweek, and either in the basement or in the Fireside Room on Sunday 
with the furnace fan or box air conditioner fan running.  When they are not singing in worship, the choir 
should be masked. 

Coffee Time:  8:30 may resume coffee time for fully immunized* individuals. 
Masks will not be mandatory during coffee time. 
Coffee may meet in the Fireside Room. 
Staff will not be preparing coffee or recruiting individuals to serve refreshments.  We would love to form a 
new team that will be responsible for recruiting and supporting the 8:30 coffee time. Call the office 
if interested. 
 
10:30 Worship Changes:   

Because this group is younger and is still awaiting full immunization,* there are only minor changes at this 
time. 

Nursery: We are glad to offer a nursery if needed.  If you can help or if you need a staffed nursery, 
please contact the office so a schedule can be made. 

Snacks: We will have snacks available following the Children’s Message.  The kids are sitting with  their 
families which limits any exposure shared when they are briefly unmasked. 

Praise Team: When the Praise Team gets fully immunized*, we will discuss the return of more vocalists.   

*Fully immunized is two weeks after the final vaccine.   

Things that will remain in place: 

There is congregational singing only at the end of worship. 

Masks are mandatory  

 unless in a small group where social distancing is possible 

 except while partaking in communion 

Renewal Leave Scheduled: 

In the UMC, clergy may take a 4 week renewal leave every four years.  This is a paid time of 
leave and does not reduce the pastor’s vacation time.  Here in Spirit Lake, renewal leave for    
the pastor was part of our Healthy Church Initiative prescriptions.  Last month, our MAC and   
our  District Superintendent approved renewal leave for Pastor Vicki July 12- August 10.       
Special speakers are lined up to cover Sunday worship and neighboring clergy will be asked to 
cover parish emergencies.  This will be Pastor Vicki’s second renewal leave since starting     

ministry in 1999.   



  Messages This Month: 

Pastor Vicki will be offering a deeper look at the parables taught by Jesus.  What is “the kingdom of 
God” all about?  What did Jesus mean by these stories?  How can they help me grow in faith?  How 
can they help my family?   

If you would like to go deeper, consider “Parables from the Backside, Volume 1” by Ellsworth Kalas.  
We have copies in the office for $12 each. 

May 2:  Senor Cliff Hinderman will share about Oaxaca Children’s Ministries.                

A special offering will be received! 

May 9:  Mother’s Day and Communion Sunday with a Baptism and Recognition 

of Sunday School Teachers 

Parable of the Talents  Matthew 25:14-30 

May 16:  Graduation Sunday! 

Parable of the Soils / Sower  Matthew 13:1-9 

May 23:  Pentecost! 

Weeds and Tares  Matthew 13:24-43, Acts 2 

May 30:   

Prodigal Son  Luke 15: 11-32  
 

Derek Bergman has taken a 

position at Camp High 

Hopes in Sioux City!          

Because of his job change, 

Amy Bergman will be        

finishing her time as        

Children’s Ministries        

Coordinator at the end of 

May.  We congratulate 

Derek on his new position 

and lift up prayers for this 

time of transition! 

CONGRATULATIONS—MAX BOWER 

   The son of George and Lori Bower,                                                                                            
       Max grew up in our church.  He has                                                                  
       been highly involved in Praise Team, Youth Group,                               
       Wonderful Wednesdays (as a participant and a leader) and  
       Sunday school (attending and even teaching).  We are proud  
       of Max’s Christian example over the years and his academic  
       and extra curricular achievements.  We  pray God’s blessing  
       on him as he begins this new phase of his life. 
 
Max plans to attend The University of Nebraska-Lincoln in the fall. 

Bible Study       

continues with 

Tammy each week.  

You may choose 

either Thursday   

(at 2pm) or Friday 

(at 10:30am) 
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5/5       Arlis Bruett 

5/13     John Schuett 

5/14     Bob Kuiper, Shay Maris 

5/19     Carl Klein, Freeda Owen 

5/26     Gene Rouse 

5/27     LaVonne Hansen 

5/28     Wilma Matthes 

5/31     Craig Anderson 

MAY BIRTHDAYS 



M.A.C.—Ministry Advisory Council 

Lori Bower, Leah Sexton, Pastor Vicki Fisher, Tammy Branum, Carol Larson, Paul Kollasch,           

John Racine, John Sandison, Bill Grice, Denny Galloway, and Caroline Tritle. 

MAC meets two times each month.  The Council has divided itself ; providing liaisons who have       

specialties in working with staff, managing the physical property, keeping tabs on finances, and       

supporting/working with our varied ministries. 

MAC is focused on our Church Goals for 2021: 

1. To build spiritual depth. (Add new small groups, new leaders, new ways to learn and connect.) 

2. To strengthen our connection to each other. (Reconnect with those in assisted living and at the care 

centers. Try new mission projects, both for small groups and congregation wide.) 

3. To provide opportunities to connect to families who drop off their children at our church, but the 

adults have limited participation. (Ideas: A small group during Wonderful Wednesday and Sunday 

School. More opportunities for kids to share in worship. Others?) 

4. To successfully transition to the Single Board model. (What does success look like? When new    
leaders are being discipled, new ministries started, and the Mission remains central to our work.) 

Quiet Fund: 

The Spirit Lake 
United Methodist 
Church has a fund 
to help individuals 
and families who 
are in need. If you 
need food or other 
assistance, please 
contact the church.   

Adopt a day in May and support Cliff Hinderman’s 
mission in Oaxaca, Mexico 

The Mission Team requested, and it was approved by MAC, that Adopt-A-Day donations 

collected in the month of May go to Cliff’s work in Oaxaca (unless you designate otherwise). 

This is to replace the funds usually raised through our Taco Lunch. 

Your donation of any amount will go toward serving the  native population that is so in 

need.  Please designate the date and the special occasion when adopting your day for Cliff.   

CONGRATULATIONS        

to the 2021 scholarship  

winners from our church. 

FIRST YEAR STUDENT— 

Max Bower 
$1,000 Scholarship from           
Memorial Funds 
 

SECOND YEAR STUDENT— 

Carter Axford 
$500 from the Bruett Memorial 
for a student attending ILCC 

                  Thanks for supporting the Backpack Program! 

              We have a donation box at the Welcome Center or items may  

           be brought to the church office.  Nonperishable, single serving,                    

            kid-friendly items are suggested. 

Rather than food, you can give a monetary 

gift designated to the Backpack Program.   



     WORSHIP IN THE PARK is July 11 at Memorial Park 

           THEN FEED JUST ONE is September 25 

        SERVING AT THE BANQUET in Sioux Falls is October 23 

 

APRIL was quite a month!                                                                                                     
Several people took a new step of faith! 
 

Joining the Church:  Lauren Hartwig 

Baptized in the faith:  Hazel Hartwig, Gideon Juhl, and                                                                    
                                 Carl Niemeier 
Confirmed in Christ and Joining the Church: Tava Bergman,                                       
        Jackson Currell, Dominic Gray, and Kyler Hagedorn 
Baptized, Confirmed, and Joining the Church:  Norah Juhl and  
                                                                 Nicole Farrenkopf  

Our                   heartfelt                    
        thanks to our                         
Confirmation Mentors: 

Jess and Marlys Nichols 

Linda Racine 

Gloria Currell 

Kayla Cunningham 

Jill Longest 

 CAMP Scholarships are available! 

                      Spirit Lake United Methodist Church pays the  
             full cost for youth to attend camp.                                                         
                                 Fliers and information about the Methodist   
                                 Camp and scholarships are available in the               
                                 church office. 



Do you have an eye for decorating?   

Do you like using the visual arts in worship?   

 

The Liturgical Arts Team would love to have you!       

Stop in to our next meeting on May 3 at 6pm in 

the Fireside Room or contact the church to be 

added to future meeting notices! 

                     Are you interested in technology?          
Do you enjoy the behind-the-scenes work with          
                           sound, lighting, and recording? 

                                                

                    The Tech Team would love to have you!                           

    We need 3-4 more people in a rotation to help     

create the Sunday slides and run the tech booth       

     during Sunday worship. Training is available!                  

                              Contact the office (336.3115) 

Are you a people person?   

Do you enjoy making others feel welcome?   

 

       We would love to have you as an usher!                                  

The simple, but important acts of greeting & seating others, 

offering a bulletin and a smile, lighting candles, counting      

attendance and gathering offering make our services flow!     

Call the office to help once or to get on a rotation. 

2020-2021 Sunday School/Kids Club Teachers 

Brook Beisell 

Jana Beisell 

Derek Bergman 

Lori Bower 

Max Bower 

Marnetta Fisher 

Becky Gaskill  

Carol Larson 

Linda Racine 

Kelly Sievert 

Shelia Tritle 

 

Sunday School Teacher Appreciation Day is May 9th! Please say a big “thank you” to 

our Sunday School and Kids Club Teachers for all they do for our children and youth!  

Vacation Bible School is scheduled 

for the week of August 8 

   

  Are YOU the one  

we are looking for 



Spirit Lake United Methodist Church 
1812 Gary Ave 

Spirit Lake, Iowa 51360 
 
 

Phone: 712-336-3115 
E-mail: office@spiritlakeumc.org 
Website: www.spiritlakeumc.org 

Making Disciples, Making a Difference! 

    Church Office Hours 

       Monday-Thursday         9:30-noon/1:00-3:00 

       Friday                            9:00-noon 


