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    “How does Easter end? With an "R"!” 

As Christians, we know that the celebration of the resurrection                             

of Jesus doesn’t end.  It colors our every experience, our losses, and                                                           

our worst days.  In the West, Easter falls during springtime, which makes                                                  

is easier to remember hope.  As bulbs send green sprouts through the earth and as the 

heavy buds promise an explosion of spring, there’s an echo in nature reminding us of 

the resurrections of Christ and the promise that we too will conquer over death.  Today 

these words from Phillip Brooks have been on my mind:   

Tomb, thou shalt not hold Him longer; Death is strong, but Life is stronger, 
Stronger than the dark, the light, Stronger than the wrong, the right, 
Faith and Hope triumphant say, Christ will rise on Easter Day. 
 
While the patient earth lies waking Till the morning shall be breaking, 
Shuddering ‘neath the burden dread of her Master, cold and dead — 
Hark! she hears the Angels say, Christ will rise on Easter Day. 
 
And when sunrise smites the mountains, Pouring light from Heavenly fountains. 
Then the earth blooms out to greet Once again the blessed feet; 
And her countless voices say, Christ has risen on Easter Day. 
 

Because of the resurrection, I have hope beyond reason.  Hope that God will yet 

build back his Church.  Hope that our church is a place where lives are transformed, 

marriages strengthened, and faith restored.  In Christ, I can look at the worst day and 

trust that it is not the last day. Jesus and his Church will have the final word and it will 

be one of victory!  Thanks be to God! 

                                                                                                        

                  Pastor Vicki 



  Messages This Month: 

April 4:  Easter Sunday!   “The Uncertainty of Resurrection” 

               Mark 16:1-8 

April 11:  Communion Sunday  “Through Locked Doors” 

               John 20:19-31 

Coming April 18:  A new message series: 

 

 

 

 

Pastor Vicki will be offering a deeper look at the parables taught by Jesus.  What is “the kingdom of God” 

all about?  What did Jesus mean by these stories?  How can they help me grow in faith?  How can they 

help my family?   

If you would like to go deeper, consider “Parables from the Backside, Volume 1” by Ellsworth Kalas.   

April 18:  The Good Samaritan                                                 

                 Luke 10:25-37 

April 25:  All the Lost Things Found! 

                 Luke 15:1-24 

 

Lilies represent rebirth and hope, just as the resurrection of Jesus does! 
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Craig & Sharol Anderson – for our family                          Alan & Sue Blake – in memory of family 

George & Lori Bower – in memory of loved ones              Matthew & Morgan Branum – in memory of      

Bill & Jackie Carpenter – in memory of loved ones                                                           CindyBranum 

Matthew & Tammy Branum n memory of Keith Branum, in memory of Aunt Fran Tullar     

Gloria Currell – in memory of Bob Currell                               Gene Fales – in memory of Shirley Fales 

                          in memory of Bobby Currell                      Verlin & Sonevah Goering – in memory of                
Paul & Deloris Heide – in memory of our daughter Anita Siemers                                    our parents          

Dick & Bonnie Hawes – in memory of our parents                Gary & Judy Jones – in memory of Judy’s 
Bob & Sharon Kelly – in memory of our parents                        parents,  in memory of Gary’s parents    
Dave & Jeri Kitzinger – in memory of our parents        Paul Kollasch – in memory of Diane Kollasch                      
Dave & Carol Larson – for our loved ones                    John & Jill Longest and Family – in memory of                              
Jess & Marlys Nichols and Family – in memory                                     Elaine Longest (John’s mother) 
                            of Roger and Joyce Overocker                       Leah Sexton – in memory of loved ones  
John & Linda Racine – in honor of Amy and Sara’s                                                    who have passed 
                 unselfish sacrifice during the pandemic,              Larry & Lois Shaffer – both in celebration                                                        
                                  in celebration of our children                                               of our grandchildren                                                                                                
Greg & Sheila Tritle – in memory of loved ones 



SUNDAY VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 

We could use some more folks to help usher and run sound at both services!     
 

Are you someone who prefers to serve “behind the scenes?” We are also looking for 2-3 people who would 
trade off preparing the building for Sunday Worship. The doors need to be unlocked and exhaust fans and 
lights turned on. This takes about 15 minutes and would need to be done by 8am. 
 

Please contact the office if interested 

Updates on COVID -19 Policies: 

Things that will remain in place: 

-There is congregational singing only at the end of worship. 

-Masks are mandatory, unless in a small group where social distancing is possible, or in the exceptions 

noted below. 

 Individually wrapped communion. 

 Offering as we leave the sanctuary. 

Rationale:  Our active cases in the county are currently on a slight rise.  However, most of the 8:30 crowd 

is nearing the place of being fully immunized.  Taking these factors into account, and under the advice of 

the Back to Worship team, the below changes are occurring.   

Proposed 8:30 changes: 

Choir:   Individuals who are fully immunized* may return to choir.  It is recommended that the choir      

practices in the sanctuary during midweek, and either in the basement or in the fireplace room on       

Sunday, with the furnace fan or box air conditioner fan running.  When they are not singing in worship,  

the choir should be masked. 

Coffee Time:  8:30 may resume coffee time with the following changes: 

 Only fully immunized* individuals are encouraged to attend.  Masks will not be mandatory during 

 coffee time. 

 Coffee time will be held in the Fireplace Room to minimize exposure between groups.   

 Staff will not prepare coffee or be responsible for recruiting individuals to serve refreshments.  We 

 would love to form a new team that will be responsible for recruiting and supporting the 8:30       

 hospitality time. 
 

10:30 Worship Changes:  Because this group is younger and is still awaiting vaccination, there are only 

minor changes at this time. 

Nursery:  We are glad to offer a nursery if needed.  Please contact the office if you can help or need a 

staffed nursery! 

Snacks:  We will have snacks available following the Children’s Message  The kids are sitting with their 

families, which limits any exposure shared when they are briefly unmasked. 

Praise Team:  When the Praise Team gets fully vaccinated*, we will discuss the return of more vocalists.   

 

*Fully immunized is two weeks after the final vaccine.   

We are able to spread out in the sanctuary and downstairs 

in Paige Hall via closed circuit t.v. to safely worship in   

person. This will provide plenty of space for the increased 

numbers we are beginning to see on Sunday mornings.   

We continue to live stream 
services (in HD!!) to our 
Facebook Page at both 

8:30 and 10:30   



WONDERFUL 

WEDNESDAY 

6:00-7:00 
 

KID’S CLUB in the church   
                         basement 

COMFIRMATION at Wesley                   
                                  Place  

5th-6th Gr YOUTH in the   

                     church basement 

Consider Adopt A Day!       
For a suggested donation of $50 
(please note the change), you choose 
a day to adopt in memory or in honor 
of a loved one. Adopt- A- Day funds 
are used to meet the budget needs of 
the church, except  during the                          
occasional special  project!                                 
Sign up in the Narthex or                                        
call the office                                                             
(336-3115) today                                                    
to adopt a day! 

 You can shower your     

     love on the church 

Give to a special program this month 

                       A new Women's Bible Study  

                                           Flooded 
       The Best Decisions to Make When Life is Hard                                 
                              and Doubt is Rising 

                                       by Nicki Koziarz 
 

This 6 Session Study begins April 15 
(Also available online through Proverbs31.org     
beginning April 12) 

We will meet in the Fireside Room at 
2:00 PM on Thursdays 
OR 
10:30 AM on Fridays. 
You choose the time that works best for you. 
If online works better for you, let                                             
me know and we can ZOOM you in. 
Let Tammy know if you                                                
would like us                                                                                 
to order you a book                                                                                              
Cost is $15. 
 

 
 

 

About this study: 
 

When you are wrestling with doubt and fighting 
back hopelessness, Flooded can help you: 

• Quiet the fear that God won't come through by 
discovering the difference between wishful thinking 
and biblical hope. 

• Resist the urge to control the uncontrollable by 
finding peace in between the problem and the 
promise. 

• Find the familiar faithfulness of God in His Word 
when it feels like nothing is normal and everything 
is falling apart. 

 

The Backpack Program: Our school is continuing to provide     weekly 
food backpacks to the families/students in need throughout our district.   
Donations can be dropped at the church at the Welcome Center.  If you 
want to give financially, designate your gift for “Backpack Program” and we 
will get it there!  (www.spiritlakeumc.org)   

Backpack Food Item Ideas:  mac n cheese, juice, cans of spaghetti and 
meatballs/Spaghetti o's/ ravioli, pudding cups, chewy granola bars-peanut 
butter or chocolate chip, Quaker microwavable oats with flavoring, peanut 
butter cracker packages, crackers and cheese packages, fruit snacks, jars 
of  peanut butter or jelly, cans of chicken noodle soup, cereal, Gold fish, 
mini muffins, Poptarts, Hormel Complete dinners. 
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1 
6:30  Holy 

Thursday 

Service w/

communion 

 

2 

6:30  Good 

Friday 

Service 
 

   

3 

 

 

 
 

 

4 EASTER 

8:30 Traditional 

Worship  

9:30 Sunday 

School 

10:30 

Contemporary 

Worship 

 

5 
 

 

 

 
 

7-8pm LAST 

Lenten Study via 

Zoom 

6 
 
 
 
 
 
6:00  pm Ministry 
Advisory Council 
(MAC)   
 
 

7 
 
 
 
 
 

6:00 Wonderful 

Wednesday     

 

8 
 

 

 
 

 
 

    

9 

 
10 

 
 
 

11 Communion 

8:30 Traditional 

Worship 

9:30 Sunday 

School 

10:30 

Contemporary 

Worship 
 

12 
    Pastor   Vicki      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

13 
  gone  to   a    work 
  
 
 

14  
shop    (12-15) 

 

 

 

 

6:00 Wonderful 

Wednesday     

15 
church office 
is closed 

2:00 Bible 
Study with 
Tammy 

16    

church office is 
closed 

10:30 Bible 
Study with 
Tammy 

17 

 
 

 

 
  

18 Baby Baptism 

New Member Reception 

8:30 Traditional 

Worship  

9:30 Sunday 

School 

10:30 

Contemporary 

Worship 

19 

 

 

 
7:00 pm Missions  

20 
 
 
 

 
5:30 pm Education  

 
 

21 
 

 

 

 

6:00 LAST 

Wonderful 

Wednesday     

 
  

22 

2:00 Bible 
Study with 
Tammy 
 

  

23 

10:30 Bible 

Study with 

Tammy 

 

24 

 

25 CONFIRMATION 

and Baptisms 

8:30 Traditional 

Worship  

9:30 Confirmation 

Reception  

10:30 

Contemporary 

Worship 

 

26 

 
 

27 
 
 
 
 
6:00  pm Ministry 
Advisory Council 
(MAC)   

28 

 

29 
2:00 Bible 
Study with 
Tammy 

30 
10:30 Bible 
Study with 
Tammy 
 
 Pastor Vicki  
           Clergy 

 

 
 

 

at 2-day 

Retreat 

       

  

4/2     Mary Reed   
4/6     Sonja Bruns, Shirley Olson 
4/8     Carla McClure 

4/15    Barbara Brown  
4/17    Barb Beemer  

4/20   Nancy Christenson, Larry Lilland 

4/22    Gail Vanderzwaag  

 

4/23    Rod Bovee  
4/27    Donna Tritle 

April BIRTHDAYS 

Meals on Wheels delivery this month! 



 

                MEALS on WHEELS – APRIL 2021 
 
 

NORTH Route        SOUTH Route  
                        
Apr.1    Becky and Preston Gaskill      Alan and Sue Blake 

Apr.2    John and Linda Racine      Jolene and Shawn Fechter 

Apr.3    Sue Clark                                                                                         Combined Route (One route only)    

 

Apr.5    John and Linda Racine      Alan and Sue Blake 

Apr.6    Nancy Gallow ay       Doug and Donna Fisher 

Apr.7    Jolene and Shaw n Fechter      Larry and Lois Shaffer  

Apr.8    Cindy Martens       Alan and Sue Blake 

Apr.9    John and Linda Racine      Jolene and Shawn Fechter 

Apr.10_______TBA______________________                         Combined Route (One route only)    

 

Apr.12    John and Linda Racine      Alan and Sue Blake 

Apr.13    Nancy Gallow ay       ______TBA___________________ 

Apr.14    Cindy Martens       Larry and Lois Shaffer 

Apr.15    Jolene and Shaw n Fechter      Alan and Sue Blake 

Apr.16    John and Linda Racine      Sue Clark 

Apr.17    Sue Clark                                                                                           Combined Route (One route only)    

 

Apr.19    John and Linda Racine      Alan and Sue Blake 

Apr.20    Audrey K uhlm an       Doug and Donna Fisher 

Apr.21    Jolene and Shaw n Fechter      Larry and Lois Shaffer 

Apr.22    Audrey K uhlm an       Alan and Sue Blake 

Apr.23    John and Linda Racine      Sue Clark 

Apr.24    Sue Clark                                                                                          Combined Route (One route only)    

 

Apr.26    John and Linda Racine      Alan and Sue Blake 

Apr.27    Nancy Gallow ay       Doug and Donna Fisher 

Apr.28    Jolene and Shaw n Fechter     Larry and Lois Shaffer 

Apr.29______TBA_______________________                         Alan and Sue Blake  

Apr.30    John and Linda Racine      Sue Clark 

 

THANK YOU ALL FOR SERVING IN THIS WAY 



M.A.C.—Ministry Advisory Council 
          What’s going on with the new Single Board?  

The MAC has been working on building relationships and trust as we continue the oversight of the 

church.  We’ve had Jaye Johnson with us to talk about best practices, and Ryan Christenson to share 

with us about building a Covenant to guide our interactions.  MAC meetings are open to all members 

of the church and all members have voice, even if they do not have vote.  The MAC meetings are only 

closed when we are doing staff reviews. 

April MAC meetings are scheduled for 6:00pm on the 6th and 27th.                                                  

Meetings will be held in Paige Hall. 

Goals for 2021 

1. To build spiritual depth. (Add new small groups, new leaders, new ways to learn and connect.) 

2. To strengthen our connection to each other. (Reconnect with those in assisted living and at the care centers. Try 
new mission projects, both for small groups and congregation wide.) 

3. To provide opportunities to connect to families who drop off their children at our church, but the adults have limited 
participation. (Ideas: A small group during Wonderful Wednesday and Sunday School. More opportunities for kids to 
share in worship. Others?) 

4. To successfully transition to the Single Board model. (What does success look like? When new leaders are being 
discipled, new ministries started, and the Mission remains central to our work.) 

Thanks to everyone who has faithfully supported our ministries, 
especially during the pandemic!  

Our heartfelt thanks to everyone who provided music, leadership, 
or technical aid to worship!   

Special thanks to Derek Bergman for working through computer 
issues and leading the tech booth team! 

Interest has been expressed to church leadership in starting a peer-led cancer support 
group.  At this time, we are asking for people to let us know if this is something you would 
be interested in taking part in.  
 

Receiving a cancer diagnosis often triggers a strong 
emotional response. This support group would allow 
people to talk about their experiences with others living 
with cancer.  
 

Group members can share feelings and experiences that 
may seem too strange or too difficult to share with family and 
friends. Being a part of a group often creates a sense of    
belonging that helps each person feel more understood and less alone. 
Support group members may also talk about practical information. This may include what to expect 
during treatment, how to manage pain and other side effects of treatment, and how to communicate 
with the health care team and family members.                                                                             
Most importantly, this would be a faith based group where members would pray with and for one 
another.  
 

If you would be interested in taking part in such a group, please let Tammy know.  
(tammy@spiritlakeumc.org or 712.336.3115) Indicate when you might feel safe starting to meet in 
person (due to Covid-19 concerns) and how often (weekly, 2x a week, monthly) you would like to 
meet. 

We need YOU! 

See Tammy or Derek or 

contact the office to 

join the tech team. 

We’ll get you training 

and  schedule you for 

the Sundays                                       

that  work                                    

best for you.                                          



Spirit Lake United Methodist Church 
1812 Gary Ave 

Spirit Lake, Iowa 51360 
 
 

Phone: 712-336-3115 
E-mail: office@spiritlakeumc.org 
Website: www.spiritlakeumc.org 

Making Disciples, Making a Difference! 

    Church Office Hours 

       Monday-Thursday         9:30-noon/1:00-3:00 

       Friday                            9:00-noon 


