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United Methodist News 

      We hope  

to return to Wonderful Wednesdays on January 13th and to in-building worship 
and children's Sunday school on January 17th. If our Conference Leadership 

does not extend their directive, we will resume on these days. Masks and      
social distancing will be mandatory for a while to come. 

As we look forward to worshipping together again, we also look for-

ward to a new year.  Happy 2021!!  May this year bring us renewed 

hope and a deeper faith.  

Our Church Board has set four ambitious goals for 2021: 

1. To build spiritual depth. (Add new small groups, new leaders, new ways to learn and connect.) 

2. To strengthen our connection to each other. (Reconnect with those in assisted living and at the 

care centers. Try new mission projects, both for small groups and congregation-wide.) 

3. To provide opportunities to connect to families who drop off their children at our church, but the 

adults have limited participation. (Ideas: A small group during Wonderful Wednesday and Sunday 

School. More opportunities for kids to share in worship. Others?) 

4. To successfully transition to the Single Board model. (What does success look like? When new 
leaders are being discipled, new ministries started, and the Mission remains central to our work.) 

  The One Board replaces Trustees, Finance, SPRC, and Administrative Council.   
   Other ministry teams, like Missions and Christian Ed. remain in place  

One Board 
The first meeting of our new 

board was held on December 17. 

Minutes from that meeting are on 

the following page and can be 

made available after each meeting 

by contacting the office. 

2021-2024—each of these leaders serve for 3 years: 

Jayson Wollmuth   
John Racine   
Lori Bower  

  

2021-2023—the following leaders serve for 2 years: 

John Sandison  
Carol Larson 
Bill Grice 

  

2021-2022—these leaders have a 1 year term: 

Leah Sexton 
Denny Galloway  
Paul Kollasch  
Caroline Tritle 



                

Our heartfelt thanks to     

everyone who adopted       

assisted living residents from 

our church family. Your gift 

and thoughtfulness was     

appreciated. 

Also, a special thank you to 

those who sent cards to our 

members in care facilities! 

Both the giving and receiving 

was memorable! 
 

 

To our musicians, service leaders 

and technicians… 

We are grateful for your help in  

making online worship possible in 

November and December. 

To everyone… 

Keep looking us up on Facebook to 

join in worship at 8:30 and 10:30.  

Likes, emojis  

and comments are welcome!! 

One Board Minutes 12-17-21 
 

Present:  Vicki Fisher, Tammy Branum, Donna Fisher, Jayson Wollmuth, John Racine, Lori Bower, John 

Sandison, Carol Larson, Bill Grice, Denny Galloway, Paul Kollasch, Caroline Tritle. 

Actions taken: 
 

We adopted a Working Agenda. 
 

We elected the following positions: 
Chair: Jayson Wollmuth 
Vice Chair: Lori Bower 
Staff Lead (SPRC Chair): Carol Larson 
Trustees Chair: John Racine 
 

We set meeting dates for 2021:  Starting out twice a month on the second and fourth  
                                                    Tuesdays of the month at 6 p.m. 
We adopted the working budget. 
 

We reviewed our goals for 2021. 
 

We set a working agenda items for next meeting:   

 Name this thing?  Single Board, One Board, Ministry Council,                                                                    
                                     Dream Team, Steering Committee, God Squad, etc?   

 Organizing Document. 
 
 

Return to worship update.   

 Church wide study.   

 Finances   

 Town Hall schedule 
 
 

We adjourned with prayer. 

Recording Secretary: Leah Sexton (If she is willing) 
2-3 SPRC Specialists: Carol and Paul 
2-3 Finance Specialists: Bill and Denny 
2-3 Trustees Specialists: John and John 
2-3 Ministry Specialists: Lori and Caroline 

When they saw the star, they were filled with 
joy. They entered the house and saw the child 
with Mary his mother. Falling to their knees, 
they honored him.                 

Matthew 2:10-11 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

1 

Church office  

is closed 
 

 

   

2 

 

 

 
 

    

3 ON LINE WORSHIP 

Epiphany Sunday 

8:30 Traditional 

Worship 

10:30 Contemporary 

Worship 

4 

 

5 
1:00 
Facebook 
Live with 
Pastor  
Vicki 
 

6 

11:00 Zoom 

Coffee with 

Pastor 

 

7 

10:30 

Facebook 

Women’s 

Bible Study  

w/Tammy 
 

8 

2:00 

Facebook 

Women’s 

Bible Study 

w/Tammy 
 

9 

 

 

 
 
 

10 ON LINE WORSHIP 

8:30 Traditional 

Worship 

10:30 Contemporary 

Worship 

12-1pm  Drive Through 

Communion                           

11 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

12 

1:00 
Facebook 
Live with 
Pastor 
Vicki 

6:oo One 
Board 

13 
11:00 Zoom 

Coffee with 

Pastor 

6:00 Wonderful 

Wednesday 

14 

10:30 

Facebook or 

in-person 

Women’s 

Bible Study  

w/Tammy 
 

15      

2:00 
Facebook 
or in-person 
Women’s 
Bible Study 
w/Tammy 

    
 

16 

 
 

 

 
  

17 Begin In-Building 

8:30 Traditional 

Worship  

9:30 Sunday School 

10:30 Contemporary 

Worship 

 

18 
 
 

 
 
7:00 

Missions 

19 
1:00 
Facebook 
Live with 
Pastor 
Vicki 

5:30 
Education 

20 

11:00 Zoom 

Coffee with 

Pastor 

6:00 Wonderful 

Wednesday 
 

21 

10:30 

Facebook or 

in-person 

Women’s 

Bible Study  

w/Tammy 
 

22   

2:00 
Facebook 
or in-person 
Women’s 
Bible Study 
w/Tammy 
 

23 

 

24 in-Building 

8:30 Traditional 

Worship  

9:30 Sunday School 

10:30 Contemporary 

Worship 

 

25 

 
 

 
 

 

26 

1:00 
Facebook 
Live with 
Pastor  

6:oo One 
Board 

27 

11:00 Zoom 

Coffee with 

Pastor 

6:00 Wonderful 

Wednesday 

28 
 10:30 

Facebook or 

in-person  

Women’s 

Bible Study  

w/Tammy 

29   

2:00 

Facebook 

or in-person  

Women’s 

Bible Study 

w/Tammy 

30 

31 in-Building 

8:30 Traditional 

Worship  

9:30 Sunday School 

10:30 Contemporary 

Worship 

      

  January BIRTHDAYS 

1/3      Jerry Wiekamp   1/23    LaVonne Kness 

1/11     Jerry Markley                       1/30     Mary Burk  

1/13    LaVonne Mitchell    1/31     Jean Anderson 

1/17    Richard Bruns 

1/18    Beverly Bovee  

Adopt-A-Day 

Every day in January is open for adoption!! 

NEW YEAR-NEW MONTH-NEW OPPORTUNITY  



LIFE GROUPS 

Perhaps you have heard the saying—“We’re better together!” And it’s 

true. God created us to live in community with one another. We are not 

meant to do all the things on our own. As part of our goals for 2021, we 

would like to start a Life Groups Ministry for the purpose of bringing 

people together to grow Christ-centered relationships. We would do this 

through Life Groups—small groups of Christ-followers who meet regularly to grow relationships, study 

God’s Word, serve the world around them, or just simply do life together. The ultimate goals of this 

ministry would be to add new small groups, bring up new leaders and find new ways to connect with 

one another. A Life Group could be a small group Bible or Book study, a book club, a physical activity, 

arts & crafts, any special interest. They can be short-term or long-term. Two things would be required 

for new Life Groups: 1)There must be praying for and with other members of the group 2) A 

way to encourage and build up new leaders should be sought. 

If you have an idea for and/or are willing to lead a new Life Group, please contact Tammy for details 

on what to do next. tammy@spiritlakeumc.org 

  Do you have them ready-Your      

    “New Year’s Resolutions”?  

New year, new me! I’m going to 

lose weight. I’m going to exercise more (or start exercising). 

I’m going to start journaling. I am going to eat better. I’m going 

to pray more! All these things! We all probably do it, or at least 

think about it. We may not call them New Year’s Resolutions. 

Maybe they are goals, dreams, or hopes? 

This Life Group will be a community of support for Total 

Wellness: Mind, Body, and Spirit. All the healths! Our mental, 

physical and spiritual health are all related. If we are deficient 

in any one of these areas, we may find ourselves “out of sorts” 

in the others as well.  

At this time, the group will be an online 

Facebook group. A community where we 

will pray together, encourage one another, 

share our struggles, give our best tips and 

tricks, etc. 

Find the group on the church Facebook page or follow this link 

to request to join. Total Wellness - Mind*Body*Spirit | Facebook   

Contact Tammy if you have any questions.  

“Forget the former things; do not dwell on the past. See, I am 

doing a new thing! ...I am making a way in the desert and 

steams in the wasteland.” (Isaiah 43:18-19) 

THE THOUGHTS WE THINK, THE 
WORDS WE SPEAK:                           

          A STUDY OF THE BOOK 
OF EPHESIANS 

Starts January 7, then each Thursday  
at 2 PM or each Friday at 10:30 AM 

(January 7 and 8 will be online only. We are 

tentatively planning on being back to in-

person activities in the church on January 13. 

If that goes as planned, we will be able to 

meet in-person if you choose beginning 

January 14.) 

The thoughts we think and the words 

we speak matter more than we know. 

But the constant noise going on in the 

world around us and inside our own 

heads can impact the way we live. It’s 

challenging to always have thoughts 

and words that align with Biblical 

Truth. The book of Ephesians offers 

us hope for a better way to live: 

“For you were once darkness, but now you 

are light in the Lord. Live as children of light 

(for the fruit of the light consists in all 

goodness, righteousness and truth) and find 

out what pleases the Lord.”         

(Ephesians 5:8-10, NIV). 

This is the heart of Ephesians. It is 

about living a life so filled with Jesus 

that it spills over into all                    

we think, do and say. 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/slumctotalwellnesslifegroup


ZOOM Coffee with Pastor Vicki:  
NEW LINK:  https://us02web.zoom.usj/84236211845 

One tap mobile 

+13126266799,,84236211845# US 

Dial by your location:  +1 312 626 6799 

Spirit Lake UMC  

During the Winter months, many of us find ourselves with the Winter Blues!  The isolation 

we face due to COVID and not seeing each other in church does nothing to help. 

What may help is an occasional call from a friend.  These calls are an informal way to check 

in and have a meaningful conversation every couple of weeks. They are designed to keep us 

connected with our faith and with each other. 

                                                                    If you are interested in making calls, we have an easy  

                                                                    information packet for you.  Just contact the office. 

                                                                               If you or someone you know would like to                      

                                                                               receive a call from a friend at SLUMC, please   

                                                                               call (336-3115) or email the church office 

                                                                              (office@spiritlakeumc.org). You may even get a                      

                                                                              call “out of the blue” because we care about you! 

                               Dial-a-Sermon  

                 Did you know you can now call in to hear               

            Pastor’s sermon? Call 712-202-5502 any day    

         or time! No passcodes or ID needed  - just dial. 

DVDs of our services are 

available by calling            

the church at                     

712-336-3115 

Our Advent Special Missions:                          
       Socks and Underwear! 
 
 

We asked you to "help us fill our pants for Advent" and you did!                            
As a church, we collected socks and underwear and monetary                            
donations to purchase even more socks and underwear! What a                                                      
great success this was. 

 

Donations will now be made to our school and a local shelter.                        
Thank you for warming the hearts and bodies of those in need. 

 

SUNDAY—January 10 12-1 pm 
WEST PARKING LOT 

A big thank you for the cards 

and prayers during my 6 week 

stay in Accura.  They certainly helped 

when visitors weren’t allowed in the 

facility. We are certainly blessed with 

our church family. God bless you 

all—Duane Ellis 



Spirit Lake United Methodist Church 
1812 Gary Ave 

Spirit Lake, Iowa 51360 
 
 

Phone: 712-336-3115 
E-mail: office@spiritlakeumc.org 
Website: www.spiritlakeumc.org 

Making Disciples, Making a Difference! 

    Church Office Hours 

       Monday-Thursday         9:30-noon/1:00-3:00 

       Friday                            9:00-noon 

Hours may vary around the Holidays.  

However, we will continue to check the 

drop box and mail, and to answer phone 

and email messages. 

Thank you  

for joining us 
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