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Pastor’s Reflections:  Waiting for Dreams 
               

Every month, I try to write something inspiring. This morning,                             
I’ve made two false starts. They both read along the lines, something                           
like, “I cannot believe what a mess this world is.” Yeah, not a really great                            
inspirational read. It’s so much easier to focus on all that is going wrong                                            
than to dream of what could be, and see only a slice of that dream come to          
reality.  There’s chronic disappointment when one is a dreamer. 
 

Today is a day of waiting for dreams. To wait for the courage to picture how 
things can and will get better. To call into reality the work of the Holy Spirit, de-
claring that God can transform even this season. I have a fire in my bones, but   
today it’s a fire of anger and frustration, knowing that things could be different, 
things could be better, but this, this mess, is where we are. We can’t live in an   
imaginary world. Toxic positivity speaks the language of denial and keeps us from 
taking action. To see reality, in all of its ugliness, and then claim that the kingdom 
of God is here, is a tremendous act of revolution and trust. To confront evil within 
us and around us is an act of great faith. 
 

I believe in the Church, the bride of Christ. I believe in the power of commu-
nity to call us to love God, love each other, and serve the world. I believe in sacrifi-
cial giving of my life, including of my time and money. I believe that the best 
church is diverse: racially, politically, and economically. When we learn to truly 
love someone who knows a much different life than we’ve experienced, incredible 
healing is possible. I occasionally catch glimpses of how the Spirit is at work, but 
today, the dreams are murky. What are you up to God? Where do we fit in? 

 
I’m waiting for dreams. Outside my window, the hummingbirds are fighting 

over the feeder. There are four feeding stations, all of them full, but only one  
hummingbird feeds at a time. Such beautiful, fearful, selfish, delicate creatures. 
Just because they are constantly embattled outside my window, doesn’t mean I 
stop filling the feeder. They fight over blessings, defending a freely-given food 
source. There’s a lesson in there somewhere, maybe a sermon too. But for now, I 
watch them in casual glimpses and I wait for dreams. 

 
You are loved,   
 
Pastor Vicki 

Looking for spiritual leaders: 

We are currently seeking names of people who are seen as spiritual 
leaders in the church. Think of this question, "if I needed spiritual 
help and none of the staff were available at church, who from the 
church would I call for prayer or guidance?"  You can email your 
names to the church or drop a note in the drop box by the west office 
entrance.  Please drop off by October 8. 



By now you know our Pastor does not                                                                                                        

really like surprises!  In fact, she didn’t     

     know this page would be in our                                       

newsletter.  She is humble and prefers                                                                                              

    to not have a fuss made over her.                                                                             

         HOWEVER, OCTOBER IS                                                        

PASTOR APPRECIATION MONTH! 

Show your gratitude for Pastor Vicki by                                         

sending an email or by writing an old-fashioned 

thank you note!  Tell Pastor the gifts and talents                                                                                                           

you most admire about her or something you                              

appreciate about her messages or one way she                           

has recently touched your heart. 

Be sure to pray for Pastor Vicki and her family.  She works long hours.  Even though we see her  

up front on Sundays, she is always working behind the scenes to study, prepare, disciple and 

care for others,  to find a new/better way to communicate with us, to lead or participate in 

meetings, and to keep our church connected to our community and Conference. 

——-WE LOVE AND APPRECIATE YOU, PASTOR VICKI!!——- 

The Staff Parish Relations Committee would like to thank you for the great 

job you are doing and for                                                                                                                      

your amazing leadership                                                                                                                      

in these difficult times. 

Message Series: In October, we continue our 8 week message series titled “Creating Community:  

Why can’t we just get along?”  Each message will offer insights into scripture, practical tools, and a    

discussion of how to keep our stress from managing our actions.  

 

Oct. 4  “What if I do nothing?”  (Courage)   COMMUNION Sunday Psalm 31:8-9, 2 Samuel 12 
  Worship Questions:   
  When have I lived for safety, not for faithfulness?  Do I ever use fear as an excuse? 

 When is the last time I asked God to search my heart and reveal any evil in my life? 
 

Oct. 11  “What stories am I believing?”  (Reflection)    Matthew 18:15-22, Psalm 139 
Worship Questions:  How aware are you when you’re assuming another person’s motives?                          

                                            How can you listen and assume positive intent? 
 
Oct. 18  “Just the Facts”  (Content)    Romans 12:16-21, Romans 16:17-20 
 Worship Questions:   

 Why is it so easy to become part of a conflict triangle? 
 What is one step you can take to build peace in your relationships? 

 
Oct. 25  “Not again!  That hurts.”  (Pattern and Relationship)   2 Timothy 4:7-18, Philippians 4:1-9 

Worship Questions: 
Some people we are more patient with than others.  Why? 
If I was to take Jesus’ words seriously, what relationship do I need to repair? 



 

You should not attend in-building gatherings if you answer "yes"                          
to any of these questions: 

Am I showing any flu-like symptoms? 

Have I not been feeling well? 

Have I been exposed to someone with symptoms or who has tested positive for COVID-19? 

Have I traveled internationally in the last two weeks? 

Have I had a fever of 100.4 or higher in the past 14 days? 

Is there any medical reason why I believe I should not be around others? 

Do I or others in my household have a compromised immune system? 

Notes about Worship:  In addition to live stream on Facebook 

8:30 Brrrrr! The Autumn chill is creeping in. However, the PARKING LOT 

WORSHIP & HYMNS Serivce will continue outside as weather 

permits.  Tune to  88.1, ro l l  down your  w indow, or  br ing a lawn 

chair.  If there is inclement weather, we will move indoors. Please  

remember that masks must be worn and social distancing needs to be 

followed when indoors. We are be able to sing the last hymn indoors.  

10:30 WORSHIP continues indoors with mandatory masks and     

social distancing when possible. The service can also be watched in 

the basement (Paige Hall) as you sit around tables or listened to from 

your car in the parking lot on 88.1 fm. Come enjoy an expansion of the 

praise team and the ability to sing the last song together.  

  World Communion     

  Sunday: October 4 

 

We will celebrate communion 
with individual elements at 
the very end of worship. 

Please feel free to take them 
home to consume. Commun-
ion is a reminder that we are 
connected to the church 
worldwide and eternal.   

A small change to indoor worship:   Our Back to     
Building team met and made the following change:    
The Congregation is now invited to join in on singing the 
last song of the day, but only the last song!  Why?  In 
short, it’s all about mask effectiveness and exposure 
time. Masks do not work properly with the force used to 
sing. If we keep any congregational singing to the end of 
worship, potential exposure to the coronavirus will be    
limited to a few minutes in a large area. Also, folks can 
leave before the last song, if they choose. If we sing early 
in worship, exposure time increases which increases risk 
of transmission.  
Please leave the sanctuary promptly after worship. You 
are invited to visit in the foyer or outdoors after worship.   
Please remember to wear your masks properly and to     
socially distance when possible.  Thanks! 



News from our Administrative Council: 

On August 25, our Administrative Council voted to call a special Church Conference for the purpose 

of voting on changing to a simplified model of accountable leadership.  Often referred to as a One 

Board model, it is designed to create an efficient, accountable church leadership while getting more 

people involved in mission and ministry instead of committees. This model would encapsulate 

SPRC, Finance, Administrative Council, and Trustees into one team, leaving ministry teams, like 

Missions and Education, intact.   

Church Conference to vote on Simplified Leadership (One Board) October 6 at 7 p.m. 

via Zoom. 

Join Zoom Meeting:    https://zoom.us/j/2829637368     (Meeting ID: 282 963 7368) 
 

One tap mobile 
+13017158592,,2829637368#  
 

Dial in:   +1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago)  

Outstanding 

Outstanding October Supports:                                                                                                                                          
1. Human Relations Day:  Helps those struggling to survive.                                                                                  
2. One Great Hour of Sharing:  Sharing with those who hurt.                                                                             
3. Native American Ministries: Empowers local outreach and educates Native American seminary 
students to serve God faithfully.                                                                                                                              
4. Peace with Justice:  Creating and supporting peace ministries around the world.                                         
5. World Communion Sunday:  Provides scholarships for graduate national and international    
students; scholarships for national and international ethnic undergraduate students within the U.S.                
6. United Methodist Student Day:  Supports United Methodist Scholarships and the United      
Methodist Student Loan Fund.                                                                                                                                                  
7.  Youth Service Fund (YSF): United Methodist teens raise money for other teens doing ministry 
in their churches and communities impacting poverty, illiteracy, absenteeism and social justice. 

 

1. Disabilities Awareness Sunday:  Funding outreach                                                                                   
and accessibility measures.                                                                                                                               
2. Rural Life:  Celebrates the rural heritage of The United Methodist Church                                                  
and recognizes “the ongoing crisis occurring in rural areas of the nation and the world today.”                                                
3. Christian Education:  To promote ongoing opportunities for spiritual education.               
4. Neighbor Helping Neighbor:  Assists persons who have unmet needs due to economic        
hardship. 

Financial position—It can get a little Scary 

We continue to have concerns about finances.  One of the best ways you 
can help is to sign up for electronic giving (Automatic Bank Withdrawal). 
You can give on-line (through Breeze or the link on our website), mail or 
drop off your gifts/offerings/tithes in the drop box by the SW church door.           
Simply giving on a regular basis-every week or every month- has a big 

impact. Thanks for your generosity! 

In August, we typically have a missions emphasis on several ministries 

our church loves to support. This year, with all the transitions, we are 

moving this emphasis to October. When giving via check, please desig 

  nate “Outstanding October” in the memo. When giving online, use your      

  pull down menu to choose “Outstanding October.” 

https://zoom.us/j/2829637368
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

      
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  

 
   

 

 

 

 
 

1 
 
 

 

 

 

 

2 
10:00 TOPS 

10:30 
Women’s 

Bible  
 Study w/ 
Tammy 

  at church          
 

 

3 

 

 

 
 

 

4 COMMUNION 

8:30 Parking Lot 

Worship & Hymns 

9:30 Sunday School 

10:30 Contemporary 

Worship 

5 

 

6 
1:00 
Facebook Live 
with Pastor  
Vicki 
7:00 pm VOTE 

via Zoom (One 

Board) 

 

7 

11:00 Zoom 

Coffee  with 

Pastor 

6-7 Wonderful 

Wednesday     

 

8 
 

2:00 Women’s 
Bible  
     Study w/ 
Tammy    
     at church 
 

 

9 
10:00 TOPS 

10:30 
Women’s 

Bible  
 Study w/ 
Tammy 

  at church          

     

10 

 

 

 
 
 

11 

8:30 Parking Lot 

Worship & Hymns 

9:30 Sunday School 

10:30 Contemporary 

Worship 

 
 
                              

12 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

13 

1:00 
Facebook Live 
with Pastor 
Vicki 
6:15 pm Finance  
Team Mtg 
700 pm SPRC Mtg 

14 
11:00 Zoom 

Coffee  

     with Pastor 

6-7 Wonderful 

Wednesday     

 

15 

2:00 Women’s 
Bible  
     Study w/ 
Tammy 
      at church 

 

 

16       

10:00 TOPS 

10:30 
Women’s 

Bible  
  Study w/ 
Tammy 

  at church 

 

    

17 

3:30 

Hotovy 

wedding 
 

 

 
  

18 

8:30 Parking Lot 

Worship & Hymns 

9:30 Sunday School 

10:30 Contemporary 

Worship 

 

              
     

19 

 
6:30 pm 
Trustees 
Mtg 
7:00pm 
Missions 
Mtg 

 

20 
1:00 
Facebook Live 
with Pastor 
Vicki 
5:30 pm Education  
Team Mtg 

 

21 
11:00 Zoom 

Coffee       

     with Pastor  

 6-7 Wonderful 

Wednesday     
  

 
    

22 

2:00 Women’s 
Bible  
     Study w/ 
Tammy 
     at church 

  

23 
10:00 TOPS 

10:30 
Women’s 

Bible  
  Study w/ 
Tammy 

  at church 

 

24 

 

25 

8:30 Parking Lot 

Worship & Hymns 

9:30 Sunday School 

10:30 Contemporary 

Worship 

 

 

26 

 

27 
1:00 
Facebook Live 
with Pastor 
Vicki 
5:30 pm Admin. 
Council Mtg 

28 

11:00 Zoom  

Coffee       

with Pastor  

530 Trunk or 

Treat 

6-7 Wonderful 

Wednesday 

29 

2:00 Women’s 
Bible  
     Study w/ 
Tammy 
     at church 

30 
10:00 TOPS 

10:30 
Women’s 

Bible  
 Study w/ 
Tammy 

  at church          

 

31 

 

       

  

October BIRTHDAYS 

10/3     Marvel Wiemers 

10/4     Fred Dowden 

10/9     Mary Etta Baxter 

Watch your email for announcements     
   about your particular ministry team,  

          committee, or small group!   



WONDERFUL WEDNESDAY 

6:00-7:00 

We have one Wednesday “under our belts” and is WAS Wonderful!  Make sure you 
join the fun throughout October: 

KID’S CLUB in the church basement 

COMFIRMATION at Wesley Place (then youth group to follow) 

5th-6th Gr YOUTH in the church basement 

Sr HIGH YOUTH in the Youth Pod 

SMALL GROUP with Wollmuths in the Fireside Room 

  Flowering the Cross:   

As we return to worship, we 

would like a visible reminder of 

how God brings life from death. 

We would invite you to bring 

some plastic flowers or greens  

to add to our cross in the        

narthex. Some flowers are   

available at the church. Let’s 

keep it “blooming!” 

Then Feed Just One 
Due to the virus,                      

our all- church mission project,                                   
Then Feed Just One, has been 
delayed indefinitely. There is a 
possibility of sending our youth 

group to their location for a    
special event. We will do this 

mission at some point, so 
please, don’t hesitate to mark 

your gifts accordingly! 

SUNDAY SCHOOL HAS STARTED, BUT IT’S 

NOT TOO LATE TO                      

HOP ABOARD                                                 

THE ROCKY RAILWAY! 

Register your child today. 

https://slumc.breezechms.com/form/

ChildrenYouthRegistrationForm 

 “WHY” STUDY:  Jayson and Jodi 
Wollmuth invite you to a new study.    
We will spend time together with  
Adam Hamilton’s “Why: Making 
Sense of God’s Will” Why do the 
innocent suffer?  Why doesn’t God 
answer prayer?  All are welcome. 
Please contact the church to reserve 
a book! (books are $10)  

      The church is seeking someone to do 

snow removal:   sidewalks and steps 

only (this job does not include the parking lot)  If you      

   or someone you know is interested 

in this paid position, please contact the     

                         office today at 336-3115. 



Have you “fall”en ill? 

     Do these trying times “leaf” you feeling down? 
 

     Do you need a Pastoral visit?   

 Pastor Vicki is always glad to call and                                                
          has been making visits (wearing a mask).          

Please call the church or her cell phone                                                     
                    if you need to talk. 

Virtual Coffee with friends:   

One lump or two?                                  

Maybe it’s hot cider and not coffee            
that is your brew! 

Plan to bring your hot 
beverage and join 

“virtual coffee” with 
friends! 

Pastor Vicki is        
visiting with several   
people at once every 

Wednesday morning 
from  11-12.   

They did it again!!! That Livestream Team 

planned, practiced and produced yet another 
worship service for us to view on Facebook. 
How do they do it EVERY Sunday?  Be sure 
to thank Pastor Vicki, Tammy, Dan and Karla 

+ Praise Team, George and Lori, Bill and 
Jackie, and Gary. They are a commi t ted  
bunch of great people who don’t always hear 
how much we appreciate them and what they 
do for us.  

 
Questions:   

If the school goes entirely on line at some point, we will go entirely on line as well?  Maybe!  

Right now, everyone at worship is wearing masks, which minimizes risk.  If a number of   

people do not wear masks or wear them improperly, that creates a much different situation. 

Coffee fellowship?  For the time being, there is no food or drink being served at worship    
services.  We are keeping an eye on local numbers and will re-evaluate as needed.  Feel 
free to stick around and visit in the Narthex or parking lot with your masks on.   

Join Zoom Meeting:  https://zoom.us/j/100572394 

Or One tap mobile:  +13126266799,,100572394# US  

Or dial in (long distance)  1- 312- 626- 6799 

 

 

 

 

Our church is in charge of delivery 

for the month of NOVEMBER. Please 

sign up now to help. You can use the 

clipboard in the Narthex or call the 

church office to secure your choice of 

routes and dates. Don’t delay!  Bring 

your wheels to bring others their 

meals. 

Do you need help? 
Call the church and 

we will work to    
connect you to the 

right resource or 
person to help! 

Quiet Fund: 

The Spirit Lake United Methodist 
Church has a fund to help individuals 

and families who are in need. If you 
need food, please contact the church.  
Thanks for your support of the Quiet 
Fund. 

https://zoom.us/j/100572394


Spirit Lake United Methodist Church 
1812 Gary Ave 

Spirit Lake, Iowa 51360 
 
 

Phone: 712-336-3115 
E-mail: office@spiritlakeumc.org 
Website: www.spiritlakeumc.org 

Making Disciples, Making a Difference! 

    Church Office Hours 

       Monday-Thursday         9:30-noon/1:00-3:00 

       Friday                            9:00-noon 


