
   Keeping the main thing the main thing: 
 

"We are here to make disciples and to make a difference!" This is why 
we exist as a church in this place and time. Disciple-making is as easy as this:            

  If you're doing something to serve Jesus, bring someone along to help        
who is less experienced or less involved and invite them to learn the ropes. 

 

Example of what this looks like:  If you're making phone calls to encourage 
our older adults and find that your list is growing, invite someone to help. Talk them through how the 
calls work and what works for you, then invite them to make a few calls. Touch base afterwards and 
ask, "What worked?  What questions do you have?"  If you're leading a class, team, or small group,  
invite the group to rotate leadership with small things like opening and closing prayers, or leading a  
portion of the discussion. When we return to having meals at the church, it's as easy as giving the new 
person in the kitchen your job and then finding something else to do.   
 

We've seen our church make a difference in serving the local food pantry. supporting missions 
locally and abroad through apportionments, in worship services, and in blessing bags for our teachers, 
to name just a few. This summer, we had a number of people share their hearts and faith journeys in 
our Family Room Worship. We've had a consistent team making on-line worship a possibility. What will 
our church do next?  Where will God call us next? 
 

Out of Healthy Church Initiative came a Ministry Action Plan for fulfilling our mission. That plan 
has four areas of focus: identifying leaders, cultivating leaders, mentoring leaders, and authorizing lead-
ers (giving away leadership responsibilities). Earlier this year, pre-corona, our Leadership Team came 
up with specific steps we would work on. These were approved by our Administrative Council back in 
February.   
 

Much of the work since March has focused on adjusting and adapting to church in a pandemic.  We 
were able to pivot quickly to on-line worship, and a number of people stepped up to help make calls to 
keep the church connected.  Now, as we continue to adjust to this weird season, I want to invite you as 
a church to join me in revisiting the particulars of keeping the mission the main thing. Here is our Minis-
try Action Plan. 

 
1.   Identifying Leaders 
Service Survey & follow up 
Ask and provide opportunities for new leaders 
Who is making suggestions or showing an interest? 
Reflect on who is an emerging leader:  Sunday School/  
     VBS/ Wonderful Wednesday, Committees, Work  
     Teams, Mission Projects, etc.  Who is stepping up? 
Set a phone reminder to pray 5 minutes a day for families,  
     youth, and leaders.    

 
 
 
 
 
 

What emerging leaders are you seeing in our church?  Who might be able to 
share their gifts and help build the Kingdom of God?  How is God calling you to 
help? 
 
Blessings on the journey, 
 
Pastor Vicki 
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2.   Cultivate Leadership 
In worship:  Shout outs / acknowledgement/ Celebrate! 
Share invitations to serve. 
Invite new people to speak / share joys / read scripture.   
Support, encourage, and celebrate our workers. 

3.  Mentoring 
Confirmation mentors. 
Administrative Council mentors.   

4.  Authorizing  (Giving away leadership)

Plan for succession and retirement.  A chair should   
     serve no longer than three years, and then  
     take a break from that committee. 
We had an all committee chair meeting in January  
     and talked about planning for succession. 



 

You should not attend in building gatherings if you answer "yes"                          
to any of these questions: 

Am I showing any flu-like symptoms? 

Have I not been feeling well? 

Have I been exposed to someone with symptoms or who has tested positive for COVID-19? 

Have I traveled internationally in the last two weeks? 

Have I had a fever of 100.4 or higher in the past 14 days? 

Is there any medical reason why I believe I should not be around others? 

Do I or others in my household have a compromised immune system? 

September 6:   “Where do we even start?”  Isaiah 43:1-7, Jeremiah 29:4-14 
Communion Sunday 
Pastor Vicki will share communion during worship. We will have individually wrapped elements       
available and will be streaming this service. Feel free to join in at home. 
(Bread is just fine, if you don’t have grape juice on hand!) 

September 13:  Tammy shares! 
 
September 20:  “Who is the Greatest?”  (The Sin Problem) 
Genesis 4:1-8, Luke 22:14-30 

 
September 27:   “Can you hear me now?”  (Listening) 
Ephesians 4:25-32, James 1:19-27 

Sermon Series: In September we begin a new 8 week message         

series: “Creating  Community:  Why can’t we just get along?” 

Back in March I was planning my message series for 2020.  I was at Wesley Woods and we were just 

beginning to see community spread of COVID-19 here in Iowa.  Knowing that we were heading into an 

election cycle in the fall, I planned to update this series on community believing it would be relevant. 

We will address the stresses of living in community. Why are there so many arguments? Why are  

people so petty? Why am I afraid to confront them? Why is it so hard to get along? People have been 

fighting ever since Cain and Abel (and we all know how that ends). Even in the times of Jesus, the dis-

ciples fought and bickered. How can we have a healthier church community? How can we have better 

fights with our loved ones?  How can we avoid personal attacks even as we work on interpersonal 

conflicts?                

Each message will offer insights into scripture, practical tools, and a discussion of                             

how to keep our stress from managing our actions.  

8:30—Parking Lot Worship & Hymns  tune in to 88.1 from your car or sit outside in a lawn chair 

10:30—In-Building Worship wear a mask and experience worship in the sanctuary 



 

News from our Administrative Council: 

On August 25, our Administrative Council voted 12-1 to call a special Church                              

Conference for the purpose of voting on changing to a simplified model of accountable                    

leadership.  Often referred to as a One Board model, it is designed to create an efficient,              

accountable church leadership while getting more people involved in mission and ministry instead of 

committees.  This model would encapsulate SPRC, Finance, Administrative Council, and possibly 

Trustees into one team, leaving ministry teams, like Missions and Education, intact.   
 

Kay Kotan explains why United Methodist Churches around the world are moving to Simple         
Accountable Leadership:   

1. Efficiency! Moving toward a permission-giving culture with less meetings and more ministry!  

2. Alignment with the congregation’s mission & vision.  

3. Accountability! When “everyone” is in charge, no one is actually held responsible. Our structure 
should enable leaders to hold themselves and others accountable for missional fruitfulness.  

4. Unleashing Laity for Missional Leadership! Our churches must be structured so that leaders can 
lead, not simply maintain the status quo. The more time our best leaders spend on administration, 
the less they are able to spend on the mission field (both strategy and mobilization)   
 

You will be seeing a lot of information about this proposed change in the weeks to come.  
Watch your email, our website, and Facebook page. 

Important dates:  

Townhall Discussions—September 16 and September 27
 
at 7 p.m. on Zoom 

Church Conference—October 6 to vote on Simplified Leadership (One Board)                    

7 p.m. via Zoom 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84236211845 

Meeting ID: 842 3621 1845 

One tap mobile 

+13126266799,,84236211845#  

Dial in:  1 312 626 6799  

    With Gratitude 

This past month, our very own Dennis Langsraat 

shared in the Family Room Worship. We are so 

blessed by your stories and to learn why 1968 

was so special! This service can be viewed on 

Facebook. Thank you, Dennis.  

Thank you, Gary Heady, for making it    
possible to view the 10:30 service on t.v. 

while sitting at a table in Paige Hall.  

What does it take to plan throughout the week, practice, troubleshoot issues, get 
up early, troubleshoot more issues, and then joyously speak, sing or film EVERY 
Sunday?  It takes our Sunday Livestream Team!  We want to send out a special 
thank you to those who continue to make the Livestream possible!  If you have 

enjoyed watching the live service from home (maybe not getting up too early —
maybe staying in your PJs) or have been blessed to catch recorded services, take 
a moment to thank Pastor Vicki, Tammy, Dan and Karla, George and Lori, Bill and 
Jackie and our newest member, Gary Jones. They are a commit ted  bunch o f  
great people who don ’t always hear how much we appreciate them and what they 
do for us.  

With Our  

Continued Appreciation 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

      
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  

1 

1:00 
Facebook Live 
with Pastor 
Vicki 
 
   

 

2 

11:00 Zoom Coffee  

     with Pastor 

 

 
 

3 
 
 

 

 

 

 

4 
10:00 TOPS 
 

 

 

 

 

  Tammy on 
              4th 

5 

 

 

 
 
vacation 
to 7th 

6 COMMUNION 

8:30 Parking Lot 

Worship & Hymns 

10:30 In-Building 

Worship Sanctuary      

     Service  

7 

Labor Day 
Church 

Office is 

closed 

8 
1:00 
Facebook Live 
with Pastor  
Vicki 
6:15 pm Finance 
Team Mtg 
700 pm SPRC 
Team Mtg 

9 

11:00 Zoom Coffee  

     with Pastor 

 

 

10 
 

2:00 Women’s Bible  
     Study w/ Tammy    
     at church 
 

 

11 
10:00 TOPS 

10:30 
Women’s 

Bible  
 Study w/ 
Tammy 

  at church          
    Pastor on 
    ——11th 

12 

 

 

 
 
 
Retreat 
to 14th —- 

13 

8:30 Parking Lot 

Worship & Hymns 

10:30 In-Building 

Worship Sanctuary      

     Service   

 
 

                        Pastor on  
                                11th 

14 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Retreat 
to 14th 

15 

1:00 
Facebook Live 
with Pastor 
Vicki 
5:30 pm Education  
Team Mtg 
 

16 
11:00 Zoom Coffee  

     with Pastor 

 

7:00 pm TOWN HALL 

via Zoom (One Board 

discussion) 

17 

2:00 Women’s Bible  
     Study w/ Tammy 
      at church 

 

 

18        

10:00 TOPS 

10:30 
Women’s 

Bible  
  Study w/ 
Tammy 

  at church 

 

   Tammy on 

           18th 

19 
2:00 Annette 

Fairchild 

Memorial 

Service 
 

 

 
 vacation 

to 20th 

20 

8:30 Parking Lot 

Worship & Hymns 

10:30 In-Building 

Worship Sanctuary      

     Service  

 

             Amy gone 
     Tammy on vacation 

21 

 
6:30 pm 
Trustees 
Mtg 
7:00pm 
Missions 
Mtg 

 

22 
1:00 
Facebook Live 
with Pastor 
Vicki 
5:30 pm Admin. 
Council Mtg 

 

23 
11:00 Zoom Coffee       

     with Pastor  

      
  

 
    
 
     

24 

2:00 Women’s Bible  
     Study w/ Tammy 
     at church 

  

25 
10:00 TOPS 

10:30 
Women’s 

Bible  
  Study w/ 
Tammy 

  at church 

 

26 

 

27 

8:30 Parking Lot 

Worship  Hymns 

10:30 In-Building 

Worship Sanctuary      

     Service  

7:00 pm TOWN HALL via 

Zoom (One Board 

discussion) 

28 

 

29 
1:00 
Facebook Live 
with Pastor 
Vicki 

30 

11:00 Zoom  

Coffee       

with Pastor  

 

  

 

 

 

       

  

September BIRTHDAYS 

9/3     Charlene Thomsen 

9/6     Don Dorn 

9/9     Pat Ellis 

9/10   Ruth Bonsall,  

          Harlan  Christensen 

9/11   Bill Maas 

9/14   Dawayne Kinnetz 

9/15   Soneva Goering 

9/18   Clara Andersen 

9/20   Doris Rouse 

9/30   Wally Joegensen 

Watch your email for announcements 
about your particular ministry team, 



**Sunday School begins September 13th** 

If you haven’t already, register at: 

http://slumc.breezechms.com/ChildrenYouthRegistrationForm 

This year’s Sunday School curriculum will be based off of Rocky Railway Vacation Bible School. 

VBS may have been canceled for the summer, but Preschool –6th grade students will still get to 

experience all of the fun VBS has to offer during the Sunday School year. 

WONDERFUL WEDNESDAY! 

We can’t wait to see you each Wednesday! Our time together this year 

will look a little different (like everything since COVID-19 began). No 

meal will be served, we will socially distance, and masks must be worn. 

But, we will still have fun and learn together from 6-7pm. 

KID’S CLUB in the church basement 

COMFIRMATION** at Wesley Place 

5th-6th Gr YOUTH  

Sr HIGH YOUTH in the Youth Pod 

SMALL GROUP with Wollmuths in the Fireside Room 

**An adult family member should accompany your 7th or 8th grade student for the        

September 30th meeting, as we will go through the outline of expectations for the 
year. Bring your calendar so we can set Confirmation Sunday that night!                             If 
you did not receive an email, please contact the church so we can add you to the list! 

Mission Project:  Blessing Bags for Teachers 

  A small team, led by Stacie Cornwall was able to take 87 
blessing bags to our teachers at Spirit Lake Schools.  
Through your generosity, $1,145 was donated for this     
project. We were able to send a note of love, plus goodies 
like chocolate, mints, teach, and a gift card to each of our 
teachers.  We’ve heard that our bags have indeed been a 
blessing to our teachers in a challenging time.  We are 
thinking of our students and staff and continuing to hold 
them in prayer! Thanks to Stacie and team for the Back to      
School Blessing Bags! 
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THANK YOU...THANK YOU...THANK YOU...THANK YOU...THANK YOU 

For the month of August, SLUMC volunteered to bring food items from Walmart to the Upper 

Des Moines Opportunity Office.  From there, UDMO was able to distribute many, many boxes of 

food to those in our area who are in need.  Special thanks to our volunteers: Gary Jones, Donna 

& Doug Fisher, Becky Gaskill, Leah Sexton, Bill & Jacki Carpenter, and Deb Lenertz 



Have you “fall”en ill? 

Do these trying times “leaf” you feeling down? 

 

Do you need a Pastoral visit?   

Pastor Vicki is always glad to call and               
has been making some visits (wearing a mask).          
Please call the church or her cell phone if you 

need to talk. 

Virtual Coffee with friends:   

Doesn’t a cup of coffee, tea, or hot      

chocolate sound good on these cooler 
mornings? 

You can sweeten that by having “virtual 
Coffee” with friends! 

Pastor Vicki is visiting with several people 
at once every Wednesday morning from  

11-12.  Check your email for 
a Zoom link for both audio 
and visual connection! 

 

Grab a cup & join us 

New study meeting AT CHURCH 

Thursday 2pm         
Friday 10:30 am 
The Answers to Your                      
Deepest Longings 
40 days Through                       
the Bible 

Take a journey through the storyline of the 

Bible.  See the major themes and how they 

are connected and what that means for us. 

Discover the eight major things humanity 

longs for and how Jesus fulfills all of them. 

UNITED METHODIST WOMEN 

Due to COVID-19 and the concerns for the wellbeing of our        

members, our UMW will not meet for the foreseeable future.           

Becky Schuett                                                             

Notes about Worship:  In addition to live stream on Facebook 

8:30 will continue to meet outdoors as weather permits. (Tune to 88.1, roll down your 

window, or bring a lawn chair.)  If there is inclement weather, we will move indoors.  

Many of the 8:30 crowd have expressed that they would rather sit outside and be 

able to sing than move inside with no congregational singing.  When we move inside, 

masks are mandatory and social distancing recommended when possible.  

10:30 is meeting indoors with no congregational singing, mandatory masks, and     
social distancing when possible. The service can also be watched in the basement 
(Paige Hall) and listened to in the parking lot on 88.1 fm.   



How’s the church doing financially?   

Good news and bad news here.  We did not need to tap into our contingency fund until  
August. We are now using contingency funds to meet our regular operating expenses. 
More news will be coming on that. At this point I am thankful for everyone who remem-

bered our church in giving and that we have contingency funds to fall back on. Now is the 
time to give as God blesses you. Generosity is good for us. 

While we rejoice that we have the fund to fall back on, we know that when we use if for  

operating expenses, we cannot use it for future projects. Thanks to everyone who has 
dropped by offerings, given on-line, and supported the work by making phone calls,      

participating in worship, and spreading the news about our on-line and drive in ministry!  
You are making a difference during these challenging times. We know that financial recov-
ery for many individuals will be an ongoing process. We go forward, praying for wisdom, 

and thankful for those who remember their church! 

SNOW in September?????? 
NO! but now is the time to plan for snow.  Spirit Lake United Methodist 

Church is looking to hire an individual(s) to clear snow from the property’s 
sidewalks and doorways.  The parking lot is not part of this job. 

 

Qualified candidates would remove snow promptly after each snowfall                
and apply ice melt when needed so staff and parishioners may be able  
to get into the church and Wesley Place safely. 
 

 

 

Please contact the Trustee Chairperson, Matt Branum, for more details and to apply. 

                                       matt.branum@mchsi.com   or   712.578.1205 

POSITION AVAILABLE 

  Flowering the Cross:   

As we return to worship, we 

would like a visible reminder of 

how God brings life from death. 

We would invite you to bring 

some plastic flowers or greens  

to add to our cross in the        

narthex. Some flowers are   

available at the church. 

Looking for spiritual leaders: 
We are currently seeking names of 
people who are seen as spiritual 
leaders in the church. Think of this 
question, "If I needed spiritual help 
and none of the staff were available 
at church, who from the church would 
I call for prayer or guidance?" You 
can email your names to the church 
or drop a note in the drop box by the 
west office entrance.   

mailto:matt.branum@mchsi.com


 

Spirit Lake United Methodist Church 
1812 Gary Ave 

Spirit Lake, Iowa 51360 
 
 

Phone: 712-336-3115 
E-mail: office@spiritlakeumc.org 
Website: www.spiritlakeumc.org 

Making Disciples, Making a Difference! 

    Church Office Hours 

       Monday-Thursday          9:30-noon 

                                     1:00-3:00 

           Friday                         9:00-noon 

 

The Church Auction 
has wrapped up! 

Thank you to all who bid 
and helped us raise $843 

Then Feed Just One 
Due to the virus, our all- church mission project, Then Feed Just One, 

has been delayed indefinitely. There is a possibility of sending our youth 
group to their location for a special event. We will do this mission at some 

point, so please, don’t hesitate to mark your gifts accordingly! 

Outstanding October 

In August, we typically have a missions emphasis on several ministries 
our church loves to support. This year, with all the transitions, we are   
moving this emphasis to October. Watch for more information about the 
work we support as we get into fall! 


