
 Listening to the Spirit: 

 A Generous Lent 

We have entered into the season of Lent. The word Lent 
comes from an old English word that simply means "to 
lengthen". The days are growing longer in our part of the 
world. The birds are beginning to sing. In Christianity, 
Lent refers to the 40 days before Easter, not including 

Sundays. For the early church, Lent was a time when new converts were 
prepared in the faith prior to an Easter baptism. Lent also was a time where 
those who had failed to live as Christians could get a new start with the church. 

As Lent begins, we are starting a new message series, "Faces Around the Cross." We will 
talk about the people who were closest to Jesus and their journeys of faith. Each Sunday, I will 
invite you to a generous Lent, marked not by what you give up for Lent, but marked by decisions 
to make a difference in the world. "How will you make a difference this week?" is a question you 
will hear a lot in the next month. 

There is another kind of generosity we can extend to those around us: a generosity of spirit.  
Rev. Krister Stendahl describes this kind of generosity in relationships with those of other 
religions: 

When trying to understand another religion, you should ask the adherents of that religion and 
not its enemies. 

Don’t compare your best to their worst. 
Leave room for holy envy. 

As I read these three, I realize they could apply not just to other religions, but to people from 
other political convictions, other races, or other economic statuses. So often, we look at the 
worst representatives of a group, the criminals, and we compare them to the best in our group. A 
generous spirit invites us to look for the best in another person’s motives and actions. A 
generous spirit challenges us to appreciate the good in others and not let differences become 
automatic sources of division. 

This is not easy. Our brain tends to tell us stories about the motives and actions of other 
people. Think about it this way: Someone doesn’t return your calls. Your brain starts to say 
things like, “They don’t care about me. They are ignoring me. I’m not important to them.” A 
generous spirit invites us to challenge those assumptions until the individual can tell us why they 
did what they did. 

I invite you to a generous Lent. How will you make a difference? How will you have a 
generous spirit? 

~  Pastor Vicki 
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Prayer Concerns 
The Family of Charles Hedges Charles passed away 2/14 
The Family of Janis Kruse (Pat Phipps’ mother) passed away 2/11 
The Family of Verneda Hiveley Verneda passed away 2/10 
Pauline Hodge (Pat Ellis’ Sister) - battling cancer 
Carole Drennen – battling cancer                                                                                  
Brayden Johnson age 7; son of Doug & Kara Johnson; battling 
Leukemia. 
Carol Bradstreet (Jerry Cook’s Sister) – fighting ALS                                                 
Ron Wolterman – (Jen Wymer’s Dad) – battling cancer 

Pastoral Visits 

If you need a visit from our Home 

Communion Ministers or Pastor Vicki, 

please call the church office at 336-3115.  



MARCH 2020 

 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1 
COMMUNION SUNDAY 
8:30 Traditional Worship 
9:30 Coffee & Fellowship 

9:30 Sunday School 

10:30 Contemporary 
Worship 

11:30 Coffee & Fellowship 

2 

5:30 Discovery  

         House 

3 

7:00 STAFF- 

         PARISH 

4 

8:00 Men's Breakfast 
5:30 Wonderful  
         Wednesday 
6:00 Kids Club 

        Pre Confirmation 

6:30 Youth Grades 8-12 

7:00 Chancel Choir 

5 
 

 
2:00 Women’s Bible 

Study 
7:00 Praise Team 
Pastor Vicki’s 

Sabbath 

6 

10:00 TOPS 

10:30 Women’s 

Bible Study 

7 

 

8 

8:30 Traditional Worship 
9:30 Coffee & Fellowship 

9:30 Sunday School 

10:30 Contemporary 
Worship (Youth Praise 

Team) 
11:30 Coffee & Fellowship 

9 

Pastor Vicki’s 

Sabbath 

 

6:30PM Town 
Hall 

10 

Communion 

9:30am Welcov 
10:00am Acura  

 
 

11 

8:00 Men's Breakfast 

5:30 Wonderful  
         Wednesday 
6:00 Kids Club 

        Pre Confirmation 

6:30 Youth Grades 8-12 

7:00 Chancel Choir 

12 

 
7:00 Praise Team 
 
Pastor Vicki on 
vacation 12th-16th 

13 

10:00 TOPS 

    

14 

 
 

15 

8:30 Traditional Worship 
9:30 Coffee & Fellowship 

9:30 Sunday School 

10:30 Contemporary 
Worship 
11:30 Coffee & Fellowship 

16 

6:30 TRUSTEES 

7:00 MISSIONS 

17 

5:30 EDUCATION 

6:00 FINANCE 
 

6:30 Liturgical 
Arts 

 

18 

8:00 Men's Breakfast 

5:30 Wonderful  
         Wednesday 
6:00 Kids Club 

        Pre Confirmation 
6:30 Youth Grades 8-12 

7:00 Chancel Choir 

19 
 

7:00 Praise Team 

 
NEWSLETTER 

DEADLINE 

20 
 

10:00 TOPS 

Pastor Vicki’s 

Sabbath 

Wedding 

Rehearsal 

21 

Wedding 

22 
8:30 Traditional Worship 
9:30 Coffee & Fellowship 

9:30 Sunday School 

10:30 Contemporary 
Worship (6th & 7th Grade 

sing) 
11:30 Coffee & Fellowship 

23 

 
 

24 

5:30 ADMIN  

        COUNCIL 

25 
8:00 Men's Breakfast 

5:30 Wonderful  
         Wednesday 

6:00 Family Craft 
Workshop in Paige 

Hall 
7:00 Chancel Choir 

26 

7:00 Praise Team 

 
Pastor Vicki’s 

Sabbath 

27 

10:00 TOPS 

 

28 

 

29 
8:30 Traditional Worship 
9:30 Coffee & Fellowship 

9:30 Sunday School 

10:30 Contemporary 
Worship 
11:30 Coffee & Fellowship 

30 

 
 

31 

 
 

    

 

 

 

 

On April 5th, Palm Sunday, during Sunday School, our 6th & 

7th Grade Sunday School class will be hosting an Easter Egg 

Hunt for our Preschool-5th grade Sunday School classes! 

The congregation is invited to donate candy for this 

event. Please make sure candy is individually wrapped 

and small enough to fit in a plastic egg.  Candy may be 

dropped off at the main office.     Thank you! 

A BIG “Thank You” to our Senior High Youth Group 

for volunteering to stuff the plastic eggs with candy!   

EASTER EGG HUNT 
In the event of weather-

related cancellations, we will 
get notice out via email, text 

message, Facebook, on 
exploreokoboji.com, and on 
KICD.  We plan on making 

weather related decisions by 7 
p.m. Saturday night.   

We have Sunday School classes available for kids ages 
3 up through adult! Contact Amy Bergman for 

information about Children’s and Youth Sunday 
school. Contact Tammy Branum for more information 

about Adult Sunday School opportunities! 
amy@spiritlakeumc.org 712-336-3115 Ext. 5 

tammy@spiritlakeumc.org 712-336-3115 Ext. 2 



Messages and Scriptures 

for March:   

Starting March 1, we begin our 

Lenten Series:  “Faces 

Around the Cross”.  Who was present while 

Jesus was dying?  What was their perspective?  

How were their lives changed? 

Mar.1 Even Good Guys Mess Up:  Peter 

Matthew 26: 31-45, 69-75 

Communion  

Mar. 8 What I Wish Judas Knew 

(A message about suicide) 

Matthew 27:1-8 

Mar. 15        Tammy preaching  

Mar. 22   The Centurion 

 Matthew 8:1-18 

 Matthew 27:49-59 

Mar. 29  John the Beloved 

 John 13:21-31 

 Matthew 27:1-8 

Help Send Our Youth to Camp!  

Two years ago, we as a church made the decision to pay for each 

of SLUMC kids to go to camp. Last year, we, once again 

increased the number of kids we were able to send to camp. 

Thanks to your extravagant generosity, we were able to send 24 

kids to camp! We would like to increase that number again this 

year. We will pay 100% of the basic cost (camp upgrades are not included in 

this basic cost) for each of our kids that are active in one of our youth programs 

(Sunday School, Kids Club, Confirmation, Youth Group). Your donations allow 

each child to attend one session of camp at a United Methodist Camp. If you 

are able to afford part of the cost of camp, please donate that amount to our 

camp fund.  We ask everyone to prayerfully consider donating to our camp 

fund to help provide our kids with this awesome opportunity. Adopt-a-Day 

donations for March and April will drop to $50 a day and all proceeds will go to 

our camp fund. Thank you once again for your extravagant generosity!  

We will be having Camp Sunday here at our church on Sunday, April 19th! 

Watch future bulletins and newsletters for more information!  

What’s happening in 

the denomination? 

We know that many of you 

have questions about what 

is happening in the 

denomination. We have a 

ninety-minute town hall 

scheduled for March 9 at 

6:30 pm. During this time, 

Pastor Vicki will recap the 

current conflict in the 

denomination, talk about 

some of the legislation 

going to General 

Conference in May, 

answer some questions, 

and offer a time for us to 

reflect with each other at 

our tables.  

The Sunday messages are online! 

https://www.facebook.com/SpiritLakeUnitedMethodistChurch/ 

Facebook will ask you to join if you do not have an account.  Simply 

click “not now” and you can see our page. 

LENTEN/EASTER 
FAMILY CRAFT 

WORKSHOP 
WEDNESDAY, 

MARCH 25 
(Following the WW 

meal which begins in 
Wesley Place at 5:30 PM.) 

 AGES 0 - 100 (ALL ARE WELCOME)  
 

Come and enjoy time with your church 
family while creating memories and 

keepsakes for the Lenten Season! We will 
meet in Paige Hall where each family will 

have the opportunity to make crafts, 
decorate cookies and color eggs. Bring your 

children, nieces/nephews, grandchildren, 
parents, grandparents and aunts/uncles. If 

you do not have children or grandchildren to 
bring, that’s okay! Please come and 

participate in the crafts and/or help families 
with their little ones. This is going to be 

another amazing intergenerational event 
you will not want to miss! 

https://www.facebook.com/SpiritLakeUnitedMethodistChurch/


Spirit Lake United Methodist Church 
1812 Gary Ave 

Spirit Lake, Iowa 51360 
 
 

Phone: 712-336-3115 
E-mail: office@spiritlakeumc.org 
Website: www.spiritlakeumc.org 

Making Disciples, Making a Difference! 

 

 

 

 

 

We have a new office 
manager: 

Deb Lenertz!  If her name 
sounds familiar, Deb has been 
accompanying our choir once 

a month and is part of the 
Mellow Dees who led music at 

our new Christmas Eve 
service.  Deb brings a lot of 

experience and local 
knowledge.  We are glad to 

have Deb with us!  

NEW OFFICE HOURS! 

Monday - Thursday: 9:30 am - Noon 
                                 1:00 - 3:00 pm 

Friday: 9:00 am - Noon 
 

If you need access to the church 
outside of these hours, please contact 

the office to make arrangements. Thanks for your 
patience during this time of transition!  

Thank you Youth Praise 
Team and Grades 6-7 for 
sharing your musical gifts 

in worship this past 
month! The Youth Praise Team will be 
sharing again on March 8. The 6th & 

7th Grade on March 22! 

 

Welcome New 
Members! 

 

Mary Jo Rapp 
& 

Hope Johnson 


