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Listening to the Spirit:  Autumn 
“There’s a season for everything, and a time for every matter under the heavens.”  

(Ecclesiastes 3:1) 
  

 Fall teaches us that letting go can be beautiful.  Leaves that once brought life to the tree eke 

out a last burst of joy as the chlorophyll dies, leaving the bright oranges, reds, and yellows to shine 

through.  What was green and growing and fresh and joyful dies in the waning daylight.  What is left 

behind for a few short weeks is beautiful, amazing, and breathtaking.  Oh the leaves!  How they 

remind me that even as old dreams die, new beauty can be found!  The stark branches accuse that my wonder of the new 

buds in spring was short lived and I quickly took the green, everywhere, for granted.  I will miss the green. 

 Fall is in-between time.  The brown field look so endless.  The neighbors blowing leaves foretell the blowing of snow.  

But for now, I crunch the amazing leaves, each a surprise of color before the deepening blacks, whites, and grays of winter.  

 All Saints Day is upon us.  I’ve had four funerals since my move.  There are over twenty names we will read, including 

that of your beloved Pastor Duane.   That gives me pause.  That is a lot of grief.   I did not know Pastor Duane, or most of the 

saints we name, but I’ve heard some your stories.  The stories are like flashes of orange and red and yellow, moments of 

counting blessings even as the weight of loss is heavy.  You have been beautiful.  You have carried each other.  You have told 

the stories.  To revise our Book of Common Prayer:  In the midst of death, we live!   

 Soon we will be in the heart of winter.  To those who have never experienced the bareness of a deciduous forest in 

winter, it looks like tragedy and death.  But for those who have walked these woods before, we know.   The trees whisper to 

those who hear, “In the midst of death, we live!”  Let those who have ears, hear.   

   Fall Song by Mary Oliver 

Another year gone, leaving everywhere its rich spiced residues: vines, leaves, 
the uneaten fruits crumbling damply in the shadows,  
unmattering back from the particular island of this summer,  
this NOW, that now is nowhere except underfoot, moldering in that black subterranean castle 
of unobservable mysteries - roots and sealed seeds and the wanderings of water.  
This I try to remember when time's measure painfully chafes, for instance when autumn 
flares out at the last, boisterous and like us longing to stay - how everything lives, shifting 
from one bright vision to another, forever in these momentary pastures. 
 
With heartfelt thanks: 

Spirit Lake UMC,  Thank you so much for the gift and card for Pastor Appreciation Month!  What an unexpected and 
thoughtful blessing.  I treasure your words and kindness.  – Love, Pastor Vicki 

We’re a Little Behind! 

We're a little behind.  Your consistent giving will help keep us 'covered'! 

A little about how we handle money at Spirit Lake UMC:  Our undesignated offerings go to meet 
our operating expenses including things like salaries, electricity, and routine 
maintenance.  Designated gifts go to the areas designated.  Memorials go to the memorial 
fund.  Undesignated memorial gifts are disbursed to special projects by the Memorials 
Team.  Bequests under a certain amount go to Trustees for designation.  Above a certain amount, 
they are spread out in a variety of areas.  Bequests and Memorials are not being used to meet our 
operating expenses.  (This is why we have funds to create an accessible restroom this winter, but 
have a shrinking operating account) At Spirit Lake UMC, we like to keep one month's worth of 
expenses in our Operating Account. Over this year, that cushion has been getting steadily 

thinner.  While we are still 'covered,' we would rather not get more behind! So far this year, we have stayed current with our 
Apportionments.  Occasionally in previous years, we have caught up with Apportionments in December! We are so thankful 
for those who have given regularly!  If you are not a regular giver, or have never asked God "how should I support our 
church?" I would invite you to take that step.  Make a faith promise.  Invest in your church.  Thank you!~ Pastor Vicki 



Christian Education 

Women’s Bible Study — Psalm 23—The Shepherd With Me 

7-Session Study Begins October 10 

Every woman longs for someone to protect and care for her—someone to guide her 

when she’s not sure of her next steps, to provide rest when she’s worn out, to walk 

with her when the valley is dark. God is the Good Shepherd whose companionship 

provides the comfort and confidence every woman needs. No matter what season a 

woman finds herself in, she is safe with her Shepherd. 

Join us for this 7-session study of Psalm 23 

   Choose the Bible Study time that works best for you: 

   Thursdays 2:00 PM (Begins October 10) 

   Fridays 10:30 AM (Begins October 11) 

    Sundays 9:30 AM (Begins October 13) 

Please sign up to order a workbook for this study. Cost of a workbook is $15.00. 

Sign up sheet on the CONNECT wall or contact Tammy.  

Wonderful Wednesday  

Adult Small Group:   
“The Life You’ve Always Wanted:   

Spiritual Disciplines for Ordinary People”  

by John Ortberg 
 

Led by Pastor Vicki in the Fireside Room  

from 6-7 p.m.  Starts Wednesday, September 25. 
 

You can live a deeper, more spiritual life right where you 

are. The heart of Christianity is transformation—a  

relationship with God that impacts not just our spiritual 

lives but every aspect of our daily lives. John Ortberg calls 

readers back to the dynamic heartbeat of  

Christianity—God’s power to bring change and growth—

and reveals how and why transformation takes place. 

Materials cost $14.  (please call the office to order.) 

Have you heard about the  

Kindling Club? 
Iowa United Methodist Camps are seeking to 

decrease their apportionment footprint and 

become financially stable. If United  

Methodist Camps have impacted your life in 

any way, please consider a monthly gift. 

De Streeter, a new member, says "I have seen what a  

difference camps make in children's lives as well as 

adults." 

The Kindling Club is off to a HUGE start! 54 individuals 

have joined the club, which has translated to over $13,000 

of sustainable support for the camping program. 

What will happen when the Kindling Club has 100  

members? 200 members? 1000 members? We can do it!   

Contact the church office for more information or check 

out https://www.iaumc.org/camps. 

New Member Class:  Wednesday, November 6 at 7:15 in 

the Fireside Room! 

 Are you interested in becoming a member of Spirit Lake UMC?  Join us for a 45 mi-
nute informational meeting.  Please RSVP 336-3115 

Home Ministers:  Our Home Minister teams will soon start bringing communion to those who are home bound.  If you 
know someone from our church who would benefit from a visit, or you would like to help please contact the church office.  

Please note that updates sent out in the form 

of  text messages from the church office will 

always come from the number 87447. 

https://www.iaumc.org/camps
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3 DAYLIGHT SAVINGS 
ALL SAINTS DAY 

8:30 Traditional Worship 
9:30 Coffee & Fellowship 

9:30 Sunday School 

10:30 Contemporary 
Worship 

11:30 Coffee & Fellowship 

4 

5:30 Discovery  

         House 

5 

 

6 

8:00 Men's Breakfast 
5:30 Wonderful  
         Wednesday 

6:00 Advent Workshop 
6:00 Adult Small 

Group Bible Study 

7:00 Chancel Choir 

7 
 

2:00 Women’s Bible 
Study 
Pastor Vicki @ HCI 

8 

10:00 TOPS 

10:30 Women’s 

Bible Study 

Pastor Vicki’s 

Sabbath 

9 

 

10 

8:30 Traditional Worship 
9:30 Coffee & Fellowship 

9:30 Sunday School 

10:30 Contemporary 
Worship 

11 

 

12 

6:15 FINANCE 

7:00 STAFF- 
         PARISH 

13 

8:00 Men's Breakfast 

10:00 UMW  
5:30 Wonderful  

         Wednesday 
6:00 Advent Workshop 

6:00 Adult Small 
Group Bible Study 
7:00 Chancel Choir 

14 

2:00 Women’s Bible 

Study 
5:30 EDUCATION 

7:00 Praise Team 
Pastor Vicki’s 

Sabbath 

15 

10:00 TOPS 

10:30 Women’s 

Bible Study 

          

16 

 
 

17 

8:30 Traditional Worship 
9:30 Coffee & Fellowship 

9:30 Sunday School 

10:30 Contemporary 
Worship 

4:30 Disciple Bible Study 
 

18 

6:30 TRUSTEES 

7:00 MISSIONS 

19 

5:30 ADMIN  

        COUNCIL 
 

20 

8:00 Men's Breakfast 

5:30 Wonderful  
         Wednesday 

6:00 Adult Small 
Group Bible Study 
7:00 Chancel Choir 

21 
 

2:00 Women’s Bible 

Study 

7:00 Praise Team 
Pastor Vicki’s 

Sabbath 

22 
 

10:00 TOPS 

10:30 Women’s 

Bible Study 

Pastor Vicki Out 

23 

 

24 
8:30 Traditional Worship 
9:30 Coffee & Fellowship 

9:30 Sunday School 

10:30 Contemporary 
Worship 

4:30 Disciple Bible Study 
Pastor Vicki Out 

25 

Pastor Vicki Out 

 
 

26 

NEWSLETTER 
DEADLINE 
5:30 ADMIN  

        COUNCIL 

27 
 

NO WONDERFUL 

WEDNESDAY 

 

7:00 Chancel Choir 

28 

OFFICE 

CLOSED 

29 

OFFICE 

CLOSED 

30 

 

Concerns 
Brayden Johnson (age 7) son of Doug & Kara Johnson; grandson of Dave & Lori Netsch  /Mike & JoMegill - fighting Leukemia 

Carol Bradstreet (Jerry Cook’s Sister) – fighting ALS 
Derald Gardner – hospice care                           Darwin Will – battling cancer          Ron Wolterman – (Jen Wymer’s Dad) – battling cancer 

 

11/4 Jackie Carpenter’s birthday 
11/4 Jayson & Jodi Wollmuth in celebration of their anniversary 
11/5 Hamm's in celebration of Gracie's 16th birthday 
11/8 Sara Sangel's birthday 
11/10 Don & Marge Gregerson  
11/11 Jim & Jane Croxton  
11/12 Dennis & Lynda Langstraat  
11/18 Clara Andersen in celebration of her daughter's birthday 

Congratulations to our newest members 

Clark & Roxie Reekers 

Brad & Alyssa Holtz and their son Griffin (baptized on 10/20) 

      All Saints Remembrance:  Sunday, November 3 
On Sunday, November 3, we will remember and name those church members who have died since November last year.  Part of 
worship this Sunday will include the procession of a memorial banner filled with bells.  You are invited to add a bell to this ban-
ner before worship.  As November begins, many of us begin thinking about the holidays.  For those who are grieving, the holi-
days can be a mixture of joy and sorrow.  Pause with us to remember and hope, and to support those who have known loss. 

Leah will be on vacation on the 18th and returning on the 26th.  Office 

hours times may vary. Plan on calling ahead to make arrangements with 

other staff for assistance and access to the building. 

Adopt-A-Day 
11/19 Bev McGlothlen  

11/21 Dave & Carla Bjork  

11/24 John & Cathy Sandison  

11/25 The Drennen's in remembrance of Nancy Drennen 

11/27 Zachary & Kasen Mann 

11/28 Dave & Carol Larson celebrating family time together 

11/29 Alan & Sue Blake  



 
The Nursery will be available during Sunday School (9:30am) and 2nd Service (10:30am) for infants and children ages 0-5. If 

your infant/child will be using the Nursery please visit the link and fill out the form.  

https://slumc.breezechms.com/form/1f0942  

(one form per child, please) 

Christian Education 
 

We Need Your Help! It’s For The Kids! 

  Wednesday, November 6th & 13th  

6:00PM Wesley Place 

We need your help making Nativity sets to give as gifts to our young children during the Advent sea-
son. Each Sunday in Advent, the children will receive a piece of their Nativity set during the Children’s 

Message time during worship.  

On Wednesday, November 6th & 13th, following our Wonderful Wednesday meal, we will 
be making the Nativity pieces. 

We hope you are able to participate! 

EXCITING NEWS! 

 Contractors will get started on our new Accessible Bathroom this winter! 

 The Memorial Team pledged $1,000 of undesignated memorial funds towards Then Feed 
Just One 2020! Keep watching for more updates on the date and our goal for 2020!  

ANGEL ALERT! 

The Night that Heaven Came Down 

The entire cast in this year’s Christmas program is made up of 

angels! The angels are all waiting to be told when they will go to 

earth and make the grand announcement. As they wait for the 

call they review God’s faithfulness through His promises and 

some of the prophecies about our Savior’s birth.  

This year the Children’s & Youth Christmas Program will be performed at 

both the Traditional Worship Service at 8:30am & the Contemporary  

Worship Service at 10:30am on Sunday, December 8th. 

We invite you to attend one of these services to watch an “angelic”  

performance by the children & youth of the church! 

The special visuals for Sunday Worship Services this fall were planned and created by the following members of 
the newly formed Liturgical Arts Committee:  Amy Bergman, Lori Bower, Jackie Carpenter, Leah Heimensen, 
Bobbie Lea Holden, Carol Larson, Cathy Sandison, Lois Shaffer, Sheila Tritle, and Caroline Tritle. If you would 
like to be involved with this group, please contact Bobbie Lea Holden, Carol Larson or the church office. 



Spirit Lake United Methodist Church 
1812 Gary Ave 

Spirit Lake, Iowa 51360 
 
 

Phone: 712-336-3115 
E-mail: office@spiritlakeumc.org 
Website: www.spiritlakeumc.org 

Making Disciples, Making a Difference! 

“Blue Christmas” Service:   
December 18, 7 p.m. 
Are you missing someone this holiday  
season?  The Christmas Potluck will be  
followed at 7 p.m. by a “Blue Christmas”  
service in the sanctuary.  We will share  
carols or two and Pastor Vicki will offer a 
brief meditation on longing and loss during 
the holidays.   
Everyone is welcome and the message will be 
kid-friendly.     

 

 

 

 

 

Christmas Eve Services:   
All Christmas Eve services will include lighting 
candles to “Silent Night”.  This year, you will offer 
three worship services to our community!   

3 p.m. :  Music provided by (whatever Deb Lenerz 
group is called! – I emailed her to ask!) 

5 p.m.:  Modern Worship with the Spirit Lake 
UMC Praise Team 

7 p.m.:  Traditional Worship with Lessons and 
Carols   

How you can help:  Invite a friend!  Sign up to be 
an usher, acolyte (candle lighter), Advent Wreath 
Lighter, or a greeter! 

Upcoming Events 

 Liturgical Dance 

 Sunday School Program 

 Annual Christmas Potluck Dinner with Main Course provided 


