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Listening to the Spirit:  I Dream 

“Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.” 

 When I start to see God’s kingdom come on earth, these are the kind of things I hear:  

“I get more out of it than I give!”  “I feel blessed to serve!”  “I made a difference!”  “I was able 

to be a part of God’s work today!”  A very strange thing happened when Jesus ascended into 

heaven.  He left the work of ministry in the hands of people.  God didn’t send angels to do 

the work of bringing his kingdom on earth.  He sent people, who led the by Spirit, found that 

they too could be a part of God’s dream.  God entrusts his work in your hands.  It’s as if God 

gives us the keys to his most prized possession.   

 What if we don’t take the keys?  What if we never open the door to what God might 

be calling us to do and be?  What if we treat God as a hobby rather than a relationship?  Then we miss an opportunity to 

partner with the God of the universe in his transformative work in the lives around us.  We miss the chance to walk with 

Jesus and to learn what it’s like to be a part of the miracle.  What if we take the keys, but then don’t trust them to others?  

We limit their opportunity to be a part of the miracle!  We are here to make a difference and make disciples! 

 I believe that every member is a minister.  You might say, “well I can’t serve like I used to.”  My answer is, “Can you 

still pray?”  Then pray for me!  Pray for your church leaders!  Pray for the teachers, nurses, doctors, first responders, 

nursing home staff!  We don’t retire from being co-workers with God!  We don’t age out of being part of the body of Christ!  

Every member has a ministry.  Every baptized believer has a call on their 

life.  Everyone who joins this church has promised to support the church 

with their prayers, presence, gifts, services, and witness.  How are you 

partnering with God?  How are you helping God’s kingdom come on 

earth?  How are you sharing a little slice of heaven with the least, lost, 

last, and lonely? 

 I like this graphic and have it posted in my office.  One of the 

false gods we easily worship is control.  Control promises us safety.  

Control says we need more:  more power, more rules, more money. Yet, 

control keeps our world very very small.  Jesus calls us to leave the idol of 

control, and the safety it promises.  He invites us still to “follow me.”  The 

adventure is frightening, and definitely not safe.  The invitation comes 

with the promise of a cross to bear, but also the promise that during this 

journey, we would learn to call Jesus a friend.  We weren’t made to be 

safe!  We were made to bring the kingdom of God on earth! 

By the Spirit, 

Pastor Vicki 

Then Feed Just One 

Our goal for this year     $10,000.  

To date, we have raised $4259.26  

Remaining                        $5,740.74 

Coffees (or Colas) and Conversations with the Pastor: 

I am looking for people to host a one-time gathering in their homes or at the church. 
What this would look like? If you say “yes”: You call me and plan an evening or day 
time gathering. You invite 8-12 church people to come by for drinks and a snack that 
you provide. (Or we ask people to sign up for your event!) I come and visit with you and 
your friends for about 90 minutes. Most of this will be me asking questions and listen-
ing. It is a way for me to get to know people in a smaller setting. It also gives folks a 
chance to get to know me as well. If you are willing to host such a gathering, please call 
or e-mail me.  Thanks! Pastor Vicki 



AUGUST 2019 

 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 

 

   1 

Pastor Vicki’s 

Sabbath 

2 3 
Clem/Jergens 

Wedding 

4 
 

7:45 Chancel Choir 

8:30 Traditional Worship 
9:30 Coffee & Fellowship 

10:30 Contemporary Worship 

5 

6:00 Discovery  

         House 

6 

9:30 Communion  

         at Welcov  
 

7 

8:00 Men's Breakfast 
 
 

8 
 
 

7:00 Praise Team 
Pastor Vicki’s 

Sabbath 
 

9 

10:00 TOPS 

 

10 

 

11 

7:45 Chancel Choir 

8:30 Traditional Worship 
9:30 Coffee & Fellowship 

10:30 Contemporary Worship 

12 

 

13 

6:15 FINANCE 

7:00 STAFF- 
         PARISH 

14 

8:00 Men's Breakfast 
10:00 UMW  

15 

5:30 EDUCATION 

7:00 Praise Team 
Pastor Vicki’s 

Sabbath 
 

16 

10:00 TOPS 

          

17 

 
 

18 

7:45 Chancel Choir 

8:30 Traditional Worship 
9:30 Coffee & Fellowship 

10:30 Contemporary Worship 

1:00 Lemkuil Anniversary  

19 

6:30 TRUSTEES 

7:00 MISSIONS 

20 

TBD  

STAFF-PARISH 

21 

8:00 Men's Breakfast 

 

22 
 

7:00 Praise Team 
Pastor Vicki’s 

Sabbath 
 

23 
 

10:00 TOPS 

 

24 

 

25 
7:45 Chancel Choir 

8:30 Traditional Worship 
9:30 Coffee & Fellowship 

10:30 Contemporary Worship 
Back to School Blessing 

26 

 
 

27 

5:30 ADMIN  

        COUNCIL 
NEWSLETTER 
DEADLINE 

28 

8:00 Men's Breakfast 

29 

7:00 Praise Team 
Pastor Vicki’s 

Sabbath 
 

30 

10:00 TOPS 

31 

 

Stan & Colleen Lemkuil invite you to join them in celebrating their 55th wedding anniversary August 11th at 

1:00PM here at SLUMC.  More information can be found on the bulletin boards. 

Thank you! 

On Sunday, July 21, Pastor Vicki and the congregation recognized our Leadership Team in worship.  The Leadership Team of Leah Sexton, 
Jayson Wollmuth, John Racine, and Tammy Branum was established following the death of Pastor Duane.  They have  provided continued 
guidance, care, and inspiration to our church under difficult circumstances.  Through their work, we have  continued to make progress on 
our HCI goals and we’ve remembered to stay relentlessly positive.  Thank you, Tammy, Leah, John, and Jayson for all you have done for 
God’s church, especially during the past 6 months! 

Concerns 
 

Ed Kragt – recovering at Keelson Harbor                                   Derald Gardner – hospice care 
Rodney Bovee – recovering from an accident  Betty Kipfer– recovering from a procedure 
Jess Nichols - battling cancer    Darwin Will – battling cancer 
Carol Bradstreet (Jerry Cook’s Sister) – fighting ALS             Michelle Schwerdteger - battling cancer 
Ron Wolterman  (Jen Wymer’s Dad)  battling cancer               Leah Brevik – battling cancer 
    

 Our Sympathy to... 
Our sympathy to the family of Martha Int Veld. Martha passed away 7/15  

Alliant is boring to place electrical underground near the church. Some of the concrete in our parking lot 

may be affected.  Please know that we are aware and Alliant will be fixing those areas - Trustees 

Home Ministers needed! 

You can make a difference by become a Home Minister!  Home Ministers are trained to take communion to those who are home-
bound, in nursing homes, or in long term care at the hospital.  Home Ministers work in pairs and visit 5-6 people each month.  To 
foster relationships, teams will typically visit the same people from month to month.  Our goal is to have 6 teams visiting.   
Training is provided!  Contact the church office for more information.   



Already, But Not Yet 
How do you stay hopeful when today is so hard? 

 

Right now, there’s a gap between your current circumstances and what you’ve 
prayed for God to do. Sometimes in the wait – maybe in the first few days or 

weeks – it’s easy to trust God with your prayers and have hope. But what about 
when those days and weeks turn into months and years? 

Whatever you’re waiting on, we can find hope in the hard days together. As followers of Jesus, our 
hope is in Him, our greatest source of hope and joy. 

Join us as we study the books of 1 & 2 Thessalonians, 1 & 2 Peter and Jude. 
Peter, Paul and Jude have plenty of practical advice for our daily life today. 

Begins August 29 
Choose the time that works best for you. 

Thursdays at 2:00 PM or Fridays at 10:30 AM 

Homemakers Sunday School 
September 1, 2019 , the Homemakers Sunday School Class will start the fall 

lesson. “Focus on God, what it means that we are created in God’s image, and 

what it means to worship God alone” is our lesson theme. Come join us at 

9:30 am in the office conference room on Sunday mornings for the lesson, 

coffee and treats.  

Mae Weaver, leader. Thank you 

Attention all Students and 

Teachers and School 

workers—Everyone heading 

back to school this fall: 

 

We will be having a special 

Back To School Blessing on 

Sunday, August 25 at the 

10:30 Service!  

Bring your backpacks! 

Volunteer Opportunity! 

Are you interested in teaching Sunday School for the 2019-2020 

school year?  

Please contact Amy Bergman for more information!  

**IT’S TIME TO REGISTER FOR SUNDAY SCHOOL!!!** 

 

 

Sunday School Will Resume September 8th @ 9:30 AM 

Sunday School will be available for students age 3 to 10th Grade 

ONLINE REGISTRATION IS OPEN! 

Click here to register or visit: 

http://slumc.breezechms.com/form/6c47eb65 

Bible Story Basics, this years curriculum for Preschool to 7th Grade, introduces children and youth 

to classic Bible stories using music, games, puzzles, prayer, and memory work to form the building 

blocks of a lifelong faith. They’ll learn that the Bible is so much more than just a history book—it’s 

the story of God’s work in our lives, Jesus’ love for us, and how the Holy Spirit guides us. 

 

http://slumc.breezechms.com/form/6c47eb65
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Wal-Mart Distribution 
 

Please considering signing  up 

to help with the Wal-Mart & 

Upper Des Moines Food 

Assistance Program. Volunteers  

are needed at 9 AM every 

Monday, Tuesday & Wednesday 

in August.  

 

It’s simple—just stop by the customer service 

desk and request the pick up for Upper Des 

Moines, pack it up and drop it off at the Upper 

Des Moines office behind Bank Midwest on the 

east side of the Great Lakes Mall.  

 

AWESOME AUGUST GIVING 
 

This special offering consolidates 12 of our United 

Methodist Conference Special Offerings into one. 

When you are at church check out the bulletin board 

in the narthex.  

UMCOR Sunday 

World Communion Sunday 

Youth Service Fund 

United Methodist Student Day 

United Methodist Children’s Fund 

Christian Education Sunday 

Rural Life Sunday 

Golden Cross Sunday 

Native American Sunday 

Peace With Justice Sunday 

Disability Awareness Sunday 

Human Relations Day 
 

*Please note Awesome August on your check or your 

giving envelope. 

Now is a good time to buy supplies for the school kits as they are on sale before school starts! 


