
August/September 2022 
Issue 7 

 United Methodist News 
FALL LAUNCH EDITION 

Listening for the Spirit:    

Enough: The Bread of Life and Sparrows 

A Communion Reflection 

  It's 12:30 Sunday afternoon.  The preaching is done.  The people are greeted.  The 
notes are jotted, at least the ones I can remember. Snacks were had.  Stories were told.  Lit-
tle bits of drama unfolded as things and people didn't quite do what was expected.   

The message is done.  The messenger is tired, but I need to take care of the bread. 
The crusts are heavy in my hands, surprisingly dense for leftovers.  The sun is turning the 
morning rain into a heavy haze.  There's a corner in my yard, where the dog cannot reach 
and where the birds abound.  The evergreens are full of them, until I step out.  Then, as one, 
they make a sonic whoosh, perhaps not so much in fear as to show me that even little things, 
working together, can startle the distracted.  They have not gone far.   
  I'm here for the birds, but also for the bread. We don't throw communion left overs in 
the garbage.  My family doesn't care for picked over crusts.  I'm not interested in making 
bread pudding.  I don't need the weight of the crusts weighing on my body for years to come.  
So, I stand in the yard, with the hot sun, the heavy air, and all that is finished, but not yet 
done. 

We remembered the love and sacrifice of Jesus.  We celebrated his presence in the 
broken bread.  As we dipped it in the cup of mystery, we were reminded that his blood was 
shed for us, and for many.  Finished, but not yet done.  One body, many pieces.  Freely giv-
en, yet not all taken.   
  I'm holding the remnant.  The remnant is holding me. Communion crusts are the last 
responsibility before I grab a drink and put my feet up.  A bit of generosity that smudges flour 
on my fingertips.  I smell the grass, the sun, the bread. 
 I'm not moving very quickly.   My brain is still stuck in the bad news and in the great 
hopes.   My fingers are slow to be done with the bread and I nibble a piece under the sky.  
The sky that encompasses the Supreme Court, the January 6

th
 Committee, the liberals,    

conservatives, my neighbors, and me.   

   

                                                                            We are about to blast into Fall and here at Spirit                                              

                                                       Lake United Methodist Church the count down has  

                                                       begun!  We are preparing to launch new programming                                                                                

                                                       for all ages.  Won’t you join us on our mission to learn more about  

                                                       God and his wonderful plan for us? 

                                                       Please read through this newsletter for details on our Fall sermon                                

                                                      series, the start up of Sunday school, Adult groups, and Wonderful                      

                                                      Wednesdays, along with how you can hop on board for the journey! 



  I am so small, but I have the leftover bread of life and for a moment I am 
greedy. I want to work over the day and rethink all I did and did not do.  I want to find a 
way to be more, do more, live more.  I want to hear more praise, see more results, and 
give praise to God even while beaming inside.   
 The bread of life is broken for me and I am carrying leftovers.  I should be full, but I 
am empty, except for these crusts.  They are lumpy, with finger holes pressed deep in as 
we held the bread while giving it away.  Holding it steady to tear a piece big enough to re-
mind us of God's goodness, enough to allow easy dipping into the cup, yet small enough 
so all could have a taste.  No wonder there are deep holes from our hands.  It's amazing 
we can even say the words as we serve, “this is the body of Christ broken for you!”   

I sometimes wonder if I can arrange communion so that it is all taken.  What would 
it be like to see every last crumb given away?  To watch the last supplicant take the final 
bit of bread and wipe wayward drops from the chalice?    It is finished indeed. There 
would be nothing for the birds and no grape juice for the spot of grass outside the sanctu-
ary door.  Does the grape juice change the grass?  I've never noticed. 
  I believe in open communion.   Everyone who wants bread, gets bread.  From the 
smallest of hands to the dirtiest.  We don't need to understand the gift to receive it.  Which 
is good, because I still don't understand, yet my hands are full of bread. I wish I could say 
my heart was filled too, but there are finger marks where I have dug deep to hang onto 
grace.  I want to give just enough grace. Not so much that people take advantage.   Not 
enough to make a mess of things.  No, just enough grace that we can taste for a moment 
the goodness of God and long for more. Yet here I am, holding leftovers of God's gift.   

I have enough for birds.  Crusts to me are a meal for them, if I would simply break 
the gift a little more. It's a good bread, firm and a little resistant to being torn.  
It's perfect for communion, because it holds together. It doesn't go to crumbs readily and I 
am tearing, rubbing, pulling and wrestling with it in my back yard.  It's a physical act, 
breaking bread for sparrows. It's too much for me, but enough for the birds. They are 
watching from the eaves and before I even get in the door they are on the ground, feast-
ing. 
 
Broken, scattered, finished. 
 

Enough. 
 

~ Pastor Vicki 

Our “flight plan” from “Mission Control” 

     ...Worship Themes for August: Oldest Stories of Faith   

   

    8/7 Communion Sunday & Celebration of Baptism 
    “Every Mother’s Nightmare:  Hagar”  
    Matthew 10:24-39 & Genesis 21:8-21  
 

       8/14 “What was God Thinking:  Isaac”   
       Psalm 13, Genesis 22:1-14  
 

           8/21:  “How to Find the Perfect Bride: Rebekah” 
           Genesis 24:34-67, Psalm 72  
 

                8/28   “Despising the Inheritance:  Esau”  
                Genesis 25:19-34, Psalm 25  
 

 



Chapter/Session  Theme Word  Date of Small 
Group  

1.      Good News for the Whole World  Messiah  Sept. 12  

2.      Teach Us to Pray  Prayer  Sept. 19  

3.      Teach Us How to Live  The Way  Sept. 26  

4.      Signs of God’s Rule  Kingdom  Oct. 3  

5.      Learning to Follow  Humility  Oct. 10  

6.      Sent as Witnesses  Resurrection  Oct. 17  

7.      Acts of the Holy Spirit  Holy Spirit   Oct. 24  

8.      The Gospel Begins to Spread  Expansion  Sunday Oct. 30  

9.      Rejoice in the Lord  Joy  Nov. 7  

10.   Staying Strong Through Trials  Courage  Nov. 14  

11.   Boldness for the Gospel  Unstoppable  Nov. 21  

12.   Ordering Our Lives  Priority  Nov. 28  

We are continuing the Disciple II, Part 2 study and would love to have you join 
us. You didn't have to complete Part 1 to join. Part 2 will take us to the New 
Testament books of Acts and Luke. We will meet for 12 sessions, for 75 
minutes, starting Monday Sept 12th and will conclude on Monday Nov 28th.   
 

 

. 

If you are interested or have questions, please email Tracy Oleson
(tabridge88@hotmail.com) or call (712-330-6390) to sign up 

       SEPTEMBER 18—SEPTEMBER 18—SEPTEMBER 18 

                           The Fair  

 is Coming! 
         SEPTEMBER 18—SEPTEMBER 18—SEPTEMBER 18 

Time: 6:30 pm           
Location:  Fireside Rm 

OKOBOJI BIBLE CONFERENCE 2022 
 
             JULY 30 - AUGUST 5 

Don’t miss the line up of quality speakers and musicians 

at this year’s conference!  Opening weekend: 

          The Booth Brothers, I am They, The Skit Guys                

           and Matthew West 

mailto:tabridge88@hotmail.com


                CHRISTIAN    ED. 

Sunday School 
September 11 

Sunday School Launch Day 

9:30-10:30 AM 

         

        The Journey Begins 

LAUNCH your Faith in Sunday School 

   Boldly Go Where Jesus Leads 

Blast Off with Registration on Lift-Off Sunday September 11 

              Register in Classrooms!  

              And join us for OUT OF THIS WORLD FUN! 

              Pre School, Kindergarten, Grades 1 & 2, 3 & 4, 5 & 6, and 7 & 8 

   Wonderful Wednesdays 
begin on September 21  

with a meal and 

Parking Lot Party—5:30 PM 

 

Each Wednesday night to follow, we 

will have:  

Kids Club (Kindergarten - 4th),  

Grade 5 & 6 Youth,  and 

Confirmation (Grades 7 & 8)   

from 6-7 pm 



&   DISCIPLESHIP 

                          Adult Studies  
“to boldly go…” 

Does parenting feel a bit like being lost in 

space?  You are not alone in the journey! 

          Parenting Class with Lori Bower-

SUNDAYS at 9:30 am in the Library    

beginning Sept. 11. 

 

“be an equipped crew member”  

   Disciple II Fast Track Bible Study Part 2 Class with Tracy Oleson –

MONDAYS at 6:30 pm in the Fireside Room beginning Sept. 12.          

  

The countdown begins for... 

   “CHOSEN”  Class video/discussion with Gary Jones  SUNDAYS at 

10:00 am beginning Sept. 11. Location to be announced. 

                                

                Youth 
 

This fall, youth group activities are 

planned once-a-month.  Usually on a 

Sunday afternoon/evening,  these events 

will be packed with fun, worship and 

ways to make new friends. 



BACK TO SCHOOL BLESSING 

August 28th at 8:30 & 10:30 AM Worship 

Bring your back packs as we share a special 

blessing for our students and everyone      

returning to their roles at the school this Fall! 

September 11 

Sunday School Launch 

Day 

9:30 AM 

 

 

 

September 21  

Wonderful Wednesday 

Parking Lot Party 

5:30 PM 

Do you love Jesus? Do you like kids even just a little? 

You are qualified!          

Leaders & Helpers are needed for all ages!! 

Sunday school will be Sundays from 9:30-10:30 AM 

Pre School, Kindergarten, Grades 1 & 2, Grades 3 & 4, 
Grades 5 & 6, and Grades 7 & 8 

Prayerfully consider where you could make a difference! 

 

  QUIET FUND… 

When our own church attendees fall on 

hard times or when people in need knock 

on the church door, we are able to offer 

them a gift card for groceries at Fareway 

and/or a gas certificate to Jennings.  This 

is because of your generosity in giving to 

the Quiet Fund. 

Please continue to                                             

designate your gifts                                                                            

for “Quiet Fund”                                                               

and we can continue                                                     

to assist others! 

What is #BeUMC? 
 

#BeUMC is a grassroots 
movement to celebrate 
the work of the United      

Methodist Church.  In a 
season where some are 
finding reasons to leave 

the denomination, 
#BeUMC lifts up our 

strengths, our beliefs, and 
our hopes.  To learn more 

about this movement 
check out: 

www.umc.org/en/who-we-
are/our-people/beumc  

Adopt a Day:     For a 

suggested donation of 

$50, you choose a day   

to adopt in memory or     

in  honor of a loved one. 

SIGN UP in the Narthex 

or by calling the church. 



You can shine as an usher-greeter! 

Give a smile and a bulletin to others as they arrive                                           

at church. 

This simple, but meaningful role is coupled with lighting candles and 

taking an attendance count.  Would you consider welcoming      others 

and getting our service off on the right foot? 

Looking for coffee stars! 

Is hospitality your gift?  Why not prepare 

coffee and treats for after the service? 

Serving others in this way once a month                                      

or every once and a while helps our                                                

fellowship time to be sweet. 

Our goals for 2022: 
1. Expand our committed volunteer base by 25 people who are active at least once a month. 
2. To build spiritual depth. (Add new small groups, new leaders, new ways to learn and connect.) 
      3. Develop and implement a follow up plan for visitors. 

      Our Ministry Teams light the way for  
                   accomplishing the work of the church! 
              Any one of these teams would sparkle with you on it.  Consider                    

              joining the one that best aligns to your interest and gifts.  

HOSPITALITY TEAM creates a welcoming atmosphere                                                                            

from food to fun to furnishings Visitor follow up is part of                                                                                       

their work. 

LITURGICAL ARTS adorns the church for holidays and                                                                                           

special Sundays; adding elements that enhance worship.                                                                                 

This is a staff-led ministry with Pastor Vicki. 

HEALTH & WELFARE  keeps an eye on our shut ins.                                                                               

They make visits, communicate the happenings of the                                                                           

church , and mark special occasions. 

MISSIONS TEAM provide almost monthly opportunities                                                                                         

to make a difference in our community and world   Events                                                                                                  

and fundraising are  a lot of what they do. 

EDUCATION  plans for the discipleship of our                                                                                                        

congregation—and not just the kids!  Curriculum and                                                                                 

teaching, along with engaging events are part of this staff-led ministry with Tammy. 



AUGUST 2022 

 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 1 

 

 

 

 
 

     Pastor is on 

2 
Communion at 
Wel-Life with 
Lois 
 
 
 

vacation —— 

3 

 

 

 

 
 

6:00 Choir 

Practice  

4 
Kiwanis 

 

 

 
 

    Pastor is on 

  5 
 
 

   

 

 

vacation —— 

6 
Baby Shower at 

Wesley Place 

7 Communion 

8:30 Traditional 

Worship  

9:30 Coffee Time 

10:30 Modern 

Worship with 

Baptism 

11:30 Coffee Time 
 

8 
 

 
 

 

9 
 
 
 
6:00 Ministry 
Advisory Council
(MAC) 
 
 

10 

 

 

 

 

6:00 Choir 

Practice  

 

Office is closed 

11 
 

Kiwanis 

 

 

 

 
Tammy is gone 

Office is closed 

12 

Communion at 

Keelson Harbour 

with Reekers 

 

 

Tammy is gone — 

13 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

—————- 

14 

Tammy is gone 

8:30 Traditional 

Worship 

9:30 Coffee Time 

10:30 Modern 

Worship  

11:30 Coffee Time 

15 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

7:00  Missions  
 
 

16 

 
 
  
5:30 pm Education 

17 

 

 

 

 

 

6:00 Choir 

Practice  
 

7:00  Liturgical Arts 

18 

Kiwanis 

19 

 

  

20 
 

 
  

21 

8:30 Traditional 

Worship  

9:30 Coffee Time 
10:30 Modern 

Worship 

11:30 Coffee Time 

 

22 

 

 

 

 
 
 

23 
DHS Social 
Workers Mtg. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

24 

 

 

 
 

 
6:00 Choir 

Practice  

25 

 Kiwanis 

26 

 

 

27 

28 Blessing of     

     Backpacks 

8:30 Traditional 

Worship 

 9:30 Coffee Time 

10:30 Modern 

Worship 

11:30 Coffee Time 

29 

 

30 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

31 

 

 

 
 

 

 

6:00 Choir 

Practice  

  

 

 

 

       

AUGUST BIRTHDAYS 

8/4—Glenda Kruckenberg 

8/6—Corkey Pomerenke & Leona Simpson 

8/8—Bobbie Lea Holden 

8/9—Gloria Currell 

8/12—Marian Nichols 

8/13—Bob Kline 



SEPTEMBER 2022 

 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

  

 

 

 

 
 

  1 
Kiwanis 

 

 

 

 

  2 
 

   

3 
 

4 Communion 

8:30 Traditional 

Worship  

9:30 Coffee Time 

10:30 Modern 

Worship 

11:30 Coffee Time 
 

5 
Office Closed 

Labor Day 

 
 

 

6 
Communion at 
Wel-Life with 
Lois 

 
 
 

7 

 

 

 

 

6:00 Choir 

Practice  

8 
 

Kiwanis 

 

 

 

 

9 
Communion at  
Keelson Harbour 
with Clark and 
Roxie 

 

 

10 

 

 

 
 

 
 

11 LIFT OFF 

SUNDAY 

8:30 Traditional 

Worship  

9:30 Coffee Time 

9:45 Sunday School 

10:30 Modern 

Worship 

11:30 Coffee Time 

12 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

13 

 
 
 
 
  
6:00 Ministry 
Advisory Council
(MAC) 

14 

 

 

 

 

 

6:00 Choir 

Practice  

15 

Kiwanis 

16  

 

  

17 
 

 
  

18 Bibles for      

     students 

Ministry Fair 

8:30 Traditional 

Worship  

9:30 Coffee Time 

9:45 Sunday School 
10:30 Modern 

Worship 

11:30 Coffee Time 

19  
 
 

11:00  Health & 

Welfare 
 

 

 
7:00  Missions  

 
 

 

20 
 
 
 
 
5:30 pm Education 
 
 
 
 
 

21 

Wonderful 

Wednesday 

Launch 

5:30 meal & 

Parking Lot 

Party 

 
7:00 Choir 

Practice  

22 

Kiwanis 

23 

 

 

24 
 

25 

8:30 Traditional 

Worship  

9:30 Coffee Time 

9:45 Sunday School 

10:30 Modern 

Worship 

11:30 Coffee Time 

 

 

26 

 

27 
 
DHS Social 
Workers Mtg. 
 
 
 
 

 
 

28 

Wonderful 

Wednesday 

5:30 meal 

6:00 Kid’s 

Club, 5th-6th 

Youth, and 

Confirmation 

7:00 Choir 

Practice  

Tammy is gone 

29 

Kiwanis 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Tammy is gone 

30 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Tammy is gone 

 

 

       
SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

9/6—Don Dorn                  9/15—Soneva Goering, Dick Hawes 

9/9—Pat Ellis                    9/16—Jim Boles 

9/10—Ruth Bonsall          9/18—Clara Anderson 

9/11—Bill Maas 

9/14—Duwayne Kinnetz 



Pastor Vicki on Vacation 
August 1-6 

The Fishers will be on vacation the first 
week of August.  As they enjoy some time 
away, please contact the office if situa-
tions arise, if you need prayer or a visit, 
etc.  712.336.3115 

Welcome JJ School of Music! 
 
About 6 weeks ago, church leadership was approached by Jenna Pedersen, the owner of JJ 
School of Music about potentially renting some space.  We had some rooms in the basement 
that were barely used and JJ’s was willing to be flexible around church events like funerals 
and VBS.  Could we work something out?  Our Ministry Advisory Council members met with 
her, asked a lot of questions, and last week, the lease was signed.  Jenna and Rachelle 
Gewecke will be teaching classes M-F, mostly in the afternoons and evenings (except 
Wednesday nights) in three rooms off  Paige Hall beginning late August.  They will be using 
the northwest doors, and if you’re in the building, you might hear faint sounds of music some-
times!  We are excited about this partnership. 

LIVESTREAM LINK: Even if you don’t 
have facebook, you can use this link for 
all livestreamed services at the church.                                   
https://tinyurl.com/go-to-worship 

Meet Alivia Begley 

Alivia is one of the newest     

members of the family of God.   
Her parents, Nicole and Mitchell, 

brought her before the church    

on July 24 to be baptized. 

Very sweet! 

Our Ministry Advisory Council 

Members for 2022:  

Denny Galloway (chair),                                         

Caroline Tritle, John Sandison,                 

Barb Erlandson, Carol Larson,                         

Clark Reekers, Lori Bower, Bill Grice,   

      Jill Longest, Rob Cunningham.   

HELP NEEDED! 

PREPARING & 

SERVING 

WONDERFUL 

WEDNESDAY 

MEALS 

 

 

Hello Disciples! 

We need your help in providing meals for our 

Wonderful Wednesday Ministry! Many of you 

stepped up last year and we were able to provide a 

variety of meals and fill all of our weeks!          

Maybe you can help out once or twice a month, 

maybe a couple times a year. Maybe you can just be 

there to help serve every week. Or maybe you can 

help by setting up tables before our 

meals on Wednesdays nights! It will 

take many hands to make this happen! 

Please talk to Tammy if you can                      

help in any way!  

https://tinyurl.com/go-to-worship


Please Call for 
Pastoral Care:  

The best way to 
get pastoral care 
is to text or call 
712-563-6094  

Resources for Bible Study:  Oremus Bible Browser 

If you wanted to learn more about a particular topic or person in the Bible, one of the easy ways is to 
do a Bible search.  The on-line Bible search engine, Oremus Bible Browser, lets you search a variety 

of translations throughout the Bible. It’s a great resource.  Check it out at  https://bible.oremus.org/ 

The Iowa Conference of The United Methodist Church would like 
to invite you to attend the installation service for Rev. Dr. Michel 
Lundula as the District Superintendent for the Camp Clear Lake 
District on Sunday, August 14 at 3:30 p.m. at the Storm Lake 
United Methodist Church - 211 E 3rd St. Storm Lake, IA 
50588.  A reception will be held following the service. 
 
We will also be taking an offering to support the ministry of Lake 
Okoboji Camp and Retreat Center.  

Installation Service for District Superintendent                                                 
            Rev. Michel Lundula 

 

SNOW REMOVAL POSITION                                                                     
                still open! 
 

We are currently looking to hire                                                                          
someone to clear our sidewalks and                                                                
church entries/ doorways for the 2022-                                                       
        2023 season.  The church has a                                                     
        snow blower, shovels and ice melt                                                       
for your use.  No need to clear the                                                                 
parking lot as the city takes care of that. 

 Please call the office if interested.                                         
               712.336.3115                                                                  



Spirit Lake United Methodist Church 
1812 Gary Ave 

Spirit Lake, Iowa 51360 
 
 

Phone: 712-336-3115 
E-mail: office@spiritlakeumc.org 
Website: www.spiritlakeumc.org 

Making Disciples, Making a Difference! 

    Church Office Hours 

 Monday-Thursday         9:00am-3:00pm 


